U.S. Department of Justice 


Federal Bureau of Investigation 


NOAH SCHEER 


Washington, D.C. 20535 


November 13, 2023 


FOIPA Request No.: 1606793-000 
Subject: CONKLIN, EDWARD GROFF 


Dear Noah Scheer: 


The FBI has completed its search for records subject to the Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) that 
are responsive to your request. The enclosed 145 pages of records were determined to be responsive to 
your subject and were previously processed and released. Please see the selected paragraphs below for 
relevant information specific to your request as well as the enclosed FBI FOIPA Addendum for standard 
responses applicable to all requests. 


Iv 


In an effort to provide you with responsive records as expeditiously as possible, we are 
releasing documents from previous requests regarding your subject. We consider your 
request fulfilled. Since we relied on previous results, additional records potentially 
responsive to your subject may exist. If this release of previously processed material does 
not satisfy your request, you may request an additional search for records. Submit your 
request by mail to Initial Processing Operations Unit; Record/Information 
Dissemination Section; Information Management Division; Federal Bureau of 
Investigation; 200 Constitution Drive; Winchester, VA 22602. You may also email 
your response to foipaquestions@fbi.gov. Please include the FOIPA Request Number 
listed above in your correspondence. 


Please be advised that additional records responsive to your subject exist. If this release 
of previously processed material does not satisfy your request, you must advise us that 
you want the additional records processed. Please submit your response within thirty (30) 
days to Initial Processing Operations Unit; Record/Information Dissemination 
Section; Information Management Division; Federal Bureau of Investigation; 200 
Constitution Drive; Winchester, VA 22602. You may also email your response to 
foipaquestions@fbi.gov. Please include the FOIPA Request Number listed above in your 
correspondence. If we do not receive your decision within thirty (30) days of the date 
of this notification, your request will be closed. 


One or more of the enclosed records were transferred to the National Archives and 
Records Administration (NARA). Although we retained a version of the records previously 
processed pursuant to the FOIA, the original records are no longer in our possession. 


If this release of the previously processed material does not satisfy your request, you may 
file a FOIPA request with NARA at the following address: 


National Archives and Records Administration 
Special Access and FOIA 

8601 Adelphi Road, Room 5500 

College Park, MD 20740-6001 


Records potentially responsive to your request were transferred to the National Archives 
and Records Administration (NARA), and they were not previously processed pursuant to 
the FOIA. You may file a request with NARA using the address above 


0 One or more of the enclosed records were destroyed. Although we retained a version of 
the records previously processed pursuant to the FOIA, the original records are no longer 
in our possession. Record retention and disposal is carried out under supervision of the 
National Archives and Records Administration (NARA) , Title 44, United States Code, 
Section 3301 as implemented by Title 36, Code of Federal Regulations, Part 1228; Title 
44, United States Code, Section 3310 as implemented by Title 36, Code of Federal 
Regulations, Part 1229.10. 


rT Records potentially responsive to your request were destroyed. Since this material could 
not be reviewed, it is not known if it was responsive to your request. Record retention and 
disposal is carried out under supervision of the National Archives and Records 
Administration (NARA) according to Title 44 United States Code Section 3301, Title 36 
Code of Federal Regulations (CFR) Chapter 12 Sub-chapter B Part 1228, and 36 CFR 
1229.10. 


O Documents or information referred to other Government agencies were not included in this 
release. 


Please refer to the enclosed FBI FOIPA Addendum for additional standard responses applicable to 
your request. “Part 1” of the Addendum includes standard responses that apply to all requests. “Part 2” 
includes additional standard responses that apply to all requests for records about yourself or any third party 
individuals. “Part 3” includes general information about FBI records that you may find useful. Also 
enclosed is our Explanation of Exemptions. 


Additional information about the FOIPA can be found at www.fbi.gov/foia. Should you have 
questions regarding your request, please feel free to contact foipaquestions@fbi.gov. Please reference the 
FOIPA Request number listed above in all correspondence concerning your request. 


Please be advised that if you are seeking a new search for records, you may wish to narrow the 
scope of your request based on material that you have already received, e.g., timeframe or locality. 
Additionally, be advised that “unusual circumstances” may apply. See 5 U.S.C. § 552 (a)(6)(B)(iii). These 
“unusual circumstances’ will delay our ability to make a determination on your request within 20 days. See 5 
U.S.C. § 552 (a)(6)(B). Additionally, the payment of pertinent fees may apply to your request. See 5 U.S.C. § 
552 (a)(4)(A)(viii). The application of “unusual circumstances” is not a determination of how the FBI will 
respond to your substantive request. 


If you are not satisfied with the Federal Bureau of Investigation’s determination in response to this 
request, you may administratively appeal by writing to the Director, Office of Information Policy (OIP), United 
States Department of Justice, 441 G Street, NW, 6th Floor, Washington, D.C. 20530, or you may submit an 
appeal through OIP's FOIA STAR portal by creating an account following the instructions on OIP’s website: 
https://www.justice.gov/oip/submit-and-track-request-or-appeal. Your appeal must be postmarked or 
electronically transmitted within ninety (90) days of the date of this response to your request. If you submit 
your appeal by mail, both the letter and the envelope should be clearly marked "Freedom of Information Act 
Appeal." Please cite the FOIPA Request Number assigned to your request so it may be easily identified. 


You may seek dispute resolution services by emailing the FBI’s FOIA Public Liaison at 
foipaquestions@fbi.gov. The subject heading should clearly state “Dispute Resolution Services.” Please 
also cite the FOIPA Request Number assigned to your request so it may be easily identified. You may also 
contact the Office of Government Information Services (OGIS). The contact information for OGIS is as 
follows: Office of Government Information Services, National Archives and Records Administration, 8601 
Adelphi Road-OGIS, College Park, Maryland 20740-6001, e-mail at ogis@nara.gov; telephone at 202-741- 
5770; toll free at 1-877-684-6448; or facsimile at 202-741-5769. 


Sincerely, 


Michael G. Seidel 
Section Chief 
Record/Information Dissemination Section 


Information Management Division 
Enclosures 


FBI FOIPA Addendum 


As referenced in our letter responding to your Freedom of Information/Privacy Acts (FOIPA) request, the FBI FOIPA Addendum 
provides information applicable to your request. Part 1 of the Addendum includes standard responses that apply to all requests. 
Part 2 includes standard responses that apply to requests for records about individuals to the extent your request seeks the listed 
information. Part 3 includes general information about FBI records, searches, and programs. 


Part 1: The standard responses below apply to all requests: 


(i) 


(ii) 


5 U.S.C. § 552(c). Congress excluded three categories of law enforcement and national security records from the 
requirements of the FOIPA [5 U.S.C. § 552(c)]. FBI responses are limited to those records subject to the requirements of the 
FOIPA. Additional information about the FBI and the FOIPA can be found on the www.fbi.gov/foia website. 


Intelligence Records. To the extent your request seeks records of intelligence sources, methods, or activities, the FBI can 
neither confirm nor deny the existence of records pursuant to FOIA exemptions (b)(1), (b)(3), and as applicable to requests for 
records about individuals, PA exemption (j)(2) [5 U.S.C. §§ 552/552a (b)(1), (b)(3), and (j)(2)]. The mere acknowledgment of the 
existence or nonexistence of such records is itself a classified fact protected by FOIA exemption (b)(1) and/or would reveal 
intelligence sources, methods, or activities protected by exemption (b)(3) [50 USC § 3024(i)(1)]. This is a standard response 
and should not be read to indicate that any such records do or do not exist. 


Part 2: The standard responses below apply to all requests for records on individuals: 


(i) 


(ii) 


(iii) 


Requests for Records about any Individual—Watch Lists. The FBI can neither confirm nor deny the existence of any 
individual’s name on a watch list pursuant to FOIA exemption (b)(7)(E) and PA exemption (j)(2) [5 U.S.C. §§ 552/552a 
(b)(7)(E), (j)(2)]. This is a standard response and should not be read to indicate that watch list records do or do not exist. 


Requests for Records about any Individual—Witness Security Program Records. The FBI can neither confirm nor deny 
the existence of records which could identify any participant in the Witness Security Program pursuant to FOIA exemption 
(b)(3) and PA exemption (j)(2) [5 U.S.C. §§ 552/552a (b)(3), 18 U.S.C. 3521, and (j)(2)]. This is a standard response and 
should not be read to indicate that such records do or do not exist. 


Requests for Confidential Informant Records. The FBI can neither confirm nor deny the existence of confidential 

informant records pursuant to FOIA exemptions (b)(7)(D), (b)(7)(E), and (b)(7)(F) [5 U.S.C.§ § 552 (b)(7)(D), (b)(7)(E), and 
(b)(7)(F)] and Privacy Act exemption (j)(2) [5 U.S.C.§ 552a (j)(2)]. The mere acknowledgment of the existence or nonexistence of 
such records would reveal confidential informant identities and information, expose law enforcement techniques, and endanger 
the life or physical safety of individuals. This is a standard response and should not be read to indicate that such records do or do 
not exist. 


Part 3: General Information: 


(i) 


(ii) 


(iii) 


(iv) 


Record Searches and Standard Search Policy. The Record/Information Dissemination Section (RIDS) searches for 
reasonably described records by searching systems, such as the Central Records System (CRS), or locations where responsive 
records would reasonably be found. The CRS is an extensive system of records consisting of applicant, investigative, 
intelligence, personnel, administrative, and general files compiled by the FBI per its law enforcement, intelligence, and 
administrative functions. The CRS spans the entire FBI organization, comprising records of FBI Headquarters, FBI Field Offices, 
and FBI Legal Attaché Offices (Legats) worldwide; Electronic Surveillance (ELSUR) records are included in the CRS. The 
standard search policy is a search for main entity records in the CRS. Unless specifically requested, a standard search does not 
include a search for reference entity records, administrative records of previous FOIPA requests, or civil litigation files. 


a. Main Entity Records — created for individuals or non-individuals who are the subjects or the focus of 
an investigation 

b. Reference Entity Records- created for individuals or non-individuals who are associated with a case 
but are not known subjects or the focus of an investigation 


FBI Records. Founded in 1908, the FBI carries out a dual law enforcement and national security mission. As part of this dual 
mission, the FBI creates and maintains records on various subjects; however, the FBI does not maintain records on every 
person, subject, or entity. 


Foreseeable Harm Standard. As amended in 2016, the Freedom of Information Act provides that a federal agency may 
withhold responsive records only if: (1) the agency reasonably foresees that disclosure would harm an interest protected by one 
of the nine exemptions that FOIA enumerates, or (2) disclosure is prohibited by law (5 United States Code, Section 
552(a)(8)(A)(i)). The FBI considers this foreseeable harm standard in the processing of its requests. 


Requests for Criminal History Records or Rap Sheets. The Criminal Justice Information Services (CJIS) Division provides 
Identity History Summary Checks — often referred to as a criminal history record or rap sheet. These criminal history records 
are not the same as material in an investigative “FBI file.” An Identity History Summary Check is a listing of information taken 
from fingerprint cards and documents submitted to the FBI in connection with arrests, federal employment, naturalization, or 
military service. For a fee, individuals can request a copy of their Identity History Summary Check. Forms and directions can 
be accessed at www. fbi.gov/about-us/cjis/identity-history-summary-checks. Additionally, requests can be submitted 
electronically at www.edo.cjis.gov. For additional information, please contact CJIS directly at (304) 625-5590. 


(b)\) 


(b)(2) 


(b)3) 


(b)(4) 


(b)(5) 


(b)(6) 
(b)(7) 


(b)(8) 


(b)9) 


(d)(5) 


G)2) 


(kK) 


(k)2) 


(k)G) 


(k)(4) 


(k)(5) 


(k)(6) 


(k)(7) 


EXPLANATION OF EXEMPTIONS 
SUBSECTIONS OF TITLE 5, UNITED STATES CODE, SECTION 552 


(A) specifically authorized under criteria established by an Executive order to be kept secret in the interest of national defense or foreign 
policy and (B) are in fact properly classified to such Executive order; 


related solely to the internal personnel rules and practices of an agency; 


specifically exempted from disclosure by statute (other than section 552b of this title), provided that such statute (A) requires that the 
matters be withheld from the public in such a manner as to leave no discretion on issue, or (B) establishes particular criteria for withholding 
or refers to particular types of matters to be withheld; 


trade secrets and commercial or financial information obtained from a person and privileged or confidential; 


inter-agency or intra-agency memorandums or letters which would not be available by law to a party other than an agency in litigation with 
the agency; 


personnel and medical files and similar files the disclosure of which would constitute a clearly unwarranted invasion of personal privacy; 


records or information compiled for law enforcement purposes, but only to the extent that the production of such law enforcement records 
or information ( A ) could reasonably be expected to interfere with enforcement proceedings, ( B ) would deprive a person of a right to a 
fair trial or an impartial adjudication, ( C ) could reasonably be expected to constitute an unwarranted invasion of personal privacy, ( D ) 
could reasonably be expected to disclose the identity of confidential source, including a State, local, or foreign agency or authority or any 
private institution which furnished information on a confidential basis, and, in the case of record or information compiled by a criminal law 
enforcement authority in the course of a criminal investigation, or by an agency conducting a lawful national security intelligence 
investigation, information furnished by a confidential source, ( E ) would disclose techniques and procedures for law enforcement 
investigations or prosecutions, or would disclose guidelines for law enforcement investigations or prosecutions if such disclosure could 
reasonably be expected to risk circumvention of the law, or ( F ) could reasonably be expected to endanger the life or physical safety of any 
individual; 


contained in or related to examination, operating, or condition reports prepared by, on behalf of, or for the use of an agency responsible for 
the regulation or supervision of financial institutions; or 


geological and geophysical information and data, including maps, concerning wells. 
SUBSECTIONS OF TITLE 5, UNITED STATES CODE, SECTION 552a 
information compiled in reasonable anticipation of a civil action proceeding; 


material reporting investigative efforts pertaining to the enforcement of criminal law including efforts to prevent, control, or reduce crime 
or apprehend criminals; 


information which is currently and properly classified pursuant to an Executive order in the interest of the national defense or foreign 
policy, for example, information involving intelligence sources or methods; 


investigatory material compiled for law enforcement purposes, other than criminal, which did not result in loss of a right, benefit or 
privilege under Federal programs, or which would identify a source who furnished information pursuant to a promise that his/her identity 
would be held in confidence; 


material maintained in connection with providing protective services to the President of the United States or any other individual pursuant 
to the authority of Title 18, United States Code, Section 3056; 


required by statute to be maintained and used solely as statistical records; 
investigatory material compiled solely for the purpose of determining suitability, eligibility, or qualifications for Federal civilian 
employment or for access to classified information, the disclosure of which would reveal the identity of the person who furnished 


information pursuant to a promise that his/her identity would be held in confidence; 


testing or examination material used to determine individual qualifications for appointment or promotion in Federal Government service 
the release of which would compromise the testing or examination process; 


material used to determine potential for promotion in the armed services, the disclosure of which would reveal the identity of the person 
who furnished the material pursuant to a promise that his/her identity would be held in confidence. 


FBI/DOJ 


FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
FOI/PA 

DELETED PAGE INFORMATION SHEET 
FOI/PA# 1449779-000 


Total Deleted Page(s) = 6 
Page 3 ~ b3; b7E; 

Page 28 ~ b3; b7E; 

Page 36 ~ Duplicate; 
Page 37 ~ Duplicate; 
Page 143 ~ b3; b7E; 
Page 145 ~ b3; b7E; 
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GROTY CONNLIN: 
LOYALTY OF QOVEREWENT EVPLOTEES 


Reference is made te your letter dated September 10, 1947, whereia 
You requeatad an investigation concerning the abeve infividual, who is an 
applicant for a Pederal peeition. 


In line vith your request, I wish to advise that thie Burena is 
vontacting an tgvestiration concerning thie individual and upen the con 
piation of the invadtigation the reporte will be mate available to you. 
‘This latter is. deing amuatt sed inasmuch ae coptes of form Wo. 79 are not 
presently availatie, | . 4: 
use Pa % a 


: e on i f 
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f 3 OLAL MESSTNG’ 
$40, WASHINOTUN FIELD Septender 20, 1947 
, Director, yst 


OQ 
EDWARD GROFF CONKLIN, was; 
LOYALTY OF GOVERMENT EMPLOYEES 


Reference is made to your letter dated September 7, 1947, concerning 
the above individual, your file No. 100017493. 


The Rureau is in receipt of a request from the Civil Service Commission 
that a loyalty investigation be conducts’ conceraing thie individual, who resides 
at 514 Secon’ Street, HN. W., Washington, D. 0. and who is an applicant for a 
Tederal position. 


The Civil Service Commission iniicated that an investigation conducted 
by them disclosed that the records of the New York Division of this Bureau cone 
tained information indicating that Conklin and his wife vere active nemders of 
the Communist Party. It was.also indicated that their investigation developed 
other information which Paised a question concerning the loyalty of Conklin to 
the Government of the United States, This information is pe at_ the central 


- of the Civil Service * Commi ee OHECORDED.; Blea SJ 4) » 


bi dt te tated Eni Gihfe resard tnhs Gomnite/ vad preFiotsly the subject of 


- ch act vinrastienitop 4 which yeur. ‘Daviaten was: aif es your file Ko. 1000139. 

— ae ae view ef. the above, the Jur “an tf ‘that’ Division conduct an 
{Sappeppitate investigati sof the captte! “inde ual and in doing so you may 
“ Uttise, the instructions as} contained {a Bulletin Wo. 49, Series 1947, 
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S84C, Washington Field Novenber 19, 1947 
Director, FEI 


EDEARD GROFF CONKLIN 
aka Groff Conklin 
LOYALTY OF GOVERNMENT EMPLOYEES 


Reference is made to your correspondence requesting the 
installation of a technical surveillance in instant case. 


I would like to advise that, as a matter of policy, technical 
eurvelllances will not be authorized in cases investigated under Executive 
Grder 9835, where the question of the employee's loyalty is the only basis 
for the Bureau's interest. 
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v 
United States Department of Justice 


Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington Field Office 
Room 1706, U. Se Department 
of Justice Building 
Washington, De Co 


F October 13, 1947 
RECOMMENDATION FOR INSTALLATION OF TECHNICAL 
7 OR MICROPHONE SURVEILLANCE i, 
RE: Title EDWARD SROFF CONKLIN, also known as 
. Gro Klin 


Character of Cas&Zoyalty of Government Employees 
Field Office Washington Field Office 

Symbol Number 

Type of Surveillance (Technical or 


Microphone) technical 


1. Name and address of subject: 
EDWARD GROFF CONKLIN 


- 2nd Street, Ne We 
gaehingten: De ch Republic 3987 


2. Location of technical operation: 


Jefferson Apartments 
16th and R Streets, Ne We 


3. Other technical surveillances on same subject: errs 


None.s 


4. Cost and manpower involved: 


None. Will use existing facilities at Jefferson. 
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5. Adequacy of secur'ity: 


poe: 


pat 


$m 
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6. Type of case involved: Loyalty of Government Employees = CONKLIN is Deputy 
Chief of the Information Staff (Information Specialist), Grade CAF 13, Office 
of Technical Information in the Department of Commerce. CONKLIN is alse in= 
volved in the Gregory — Espionage < R case, 


7. Connection or status of subject in the case: Principal subject in loyalty 
investigation, Information has been regularly and frequently received since 
February, 1942, reflecting that CONKLIN and his wife, LUCY, are on intimate 
terms with such subjects of the Gregory case as MARY JANE KEENEY and Mr, and 
Mrs. CHARLES KRAMER and are also known to HENRY COLLINS, WILLIAM REMINGTON 
and PHILIP DUNAWAY of the same case. 


8. Specific information being sought: Information reflecting associates and 
activities of CONKLIN, having particular reference to subjects involved in 
the Gregory case; information reflecting his allegiance to or sympathy with 
Communism; information reflecting evidence of membership in the Communist 
Party underground grow. 


9. Reasons for believing the specific information will be obtained 

by the technical surveillance: CONKLIN and his wife, LUCY, are knom te 
engage in considerable telephonic conversation, This has been proved by 
technical coverage in the Gregory case on other persons, Mrs, CONKLIN is 
particularly talkative, 


121 514 ™ 


10. Importance of case and subject: CONKLIN holds a responsible Government 
position, He is reported to have been a member of the Cemmunist Party in New 
York City prior to coming to Washingten in 190, In view of his associatas 
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there is reason to believe he is a member of the Commmist Underground 
Group in Washington, He is not know to be a member of the open Communist 
Party. 


11. Possibilities of obtaining desired information by other means (Explain 
in detail): 


Extensive investigation has previously been conducted under the 
Hatch Act by the FBI and also by MID, during which time information was 
developed which strongly indicated his sympathy with and pessible former 
membership in the Communist Party, but no proof was obtained thereby. It 
appears unlikely that better evidence can be obtained without technical aids. 


12. Risks of detection involved: 


None. 


13. Probable length of technical surveillance: 


60 days 


14. Request made for technical surveillance by any outside agency (name 


specific official, title and agency): 
Nee 


ee r . 
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15. Remarks: CONKLIN is also reported to have written speeches for Senater 
PEPPER and was credited by one informant with having written an exposition of 
the Communist Party line for Senator PEPPER, Mfr. and Mrs, CONKLIN are also 
acquainted with HENRY and SYLVIA BEITCHER. BEITCHER is president of the Wash= 
ington Industrial Unien Council, CIO, and is employed by the Commerce Department, 
CONKLIN's name was recently found in BEITCHER's address book, accerding to an 
informant. BEITCHER is presently the subject of a loyalty investigation. He 
is suspected of being a member of the Communist Party Underground Group in 
Washington. Because of the various aspects of this case; viz., CONKLIN's 
connections with the Gregory case, the allegation that he was formerly a 
member of the Communist Party in New York City and the probability that he is 
a member of the Communist Yarty Underground Croup in Washington, it is sub= 
mitted that technical covarage of him will serve a plurality of purposes, 


16. Recommendation of Assistant Director: While I appreciate that as a matter 

of Bureau policy technical surveillances will not be authorized in cases investi- 
gated under the Loyalty Program where the question of the employee's loyalty is 
the only basis for the Bureau's interest, I firmly believe that certain aspects 
of this case, namely, Conklints relationship with subjects of the Gregory case 
and the allegations reflecting his allegiance to or sympathy with Communism 
remove this case from the "usual or ordinary" category of Loyalty cases. Conklin 
is employed in a responsible position by the Department of Commerce. It is 
believed that better inffrmatimthan that which has already been obtained cannot 

be secured without the use of techhical aids. The security which could be given 
this installation is rated as "good", and it is noted that as to the location of 
technical operation, existing facilities would be used. For your approval, I have 
prepared a memorandum for the Attorney General, attached hereto, requestine his 
approval for the installation of this technical surveillance, - 


17. Recommendation of Assistants to the Director: 
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Chief, Investigations Division 
Ue S. Civil Services Comission 
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ZAR) CROFF CONKLIN 
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Sonier08, Keres Conklin realigned his porition effective August 2), 
1947~- In of ‘this, no further investigation of Conklin is being 
coniusted unter the Loyalty Progran. 
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SAC, WASHINGTON FICLD Jamary 7, Sher erat 


DIPECTOR, FEI = 


JEDNARD GROFF CONKLIN, aka Groff Conklin 
Deputy Chief, Information Staff 
Office of Teshnical Services 


LOYALTY OF OOVERIZENT ELPLOYEES 


Reurlet December 11, 1947. In view of the fact that examination of 


Civil Serviss records as late as October 28, 1947, did not reveal Conklin's 


termination of his employment with the Federal Goverment, you are instructed 


te examine the employment records of the U. S. Department of Commerce to 
absolutely verify Conklin's reported resignation on August 29, 1947. 


It is felt that information developed to that effect throuch a 
telephonic inquim, to the Information Office of the Department of Camerce 
4s not sufficient verification of Conklin's resignation to warrant the 
Bureau advising the Civil Service Comission that the investigation of 
Conklin is being discontimed. 


The Bureau should be ifamediately advised of the results of your 
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i) 
STANDARD Pont NO. 64 


| ‘Office Memorandum « untrep STATES GOVERNMENT 


“TO : DIRECTOR, FBI DATE: December 11, 1947 
: GUY HOTTEL, SAC, WASHINGTON FIELD 
SUBJECT: EDWARD GROFF’ CONXLIN, aka 


GROFR“CONKLIN 
LOYALTY OF GOVERNMENT EMPLOYEES 


Although examination of Civil Service records on October 28, 1917, 
disclosed that EDWARD GROFF CONKLIN was still employed as Deputy chief, 
Information Staff, Information Specialist, Office of Technical Services, 

Ue S. Department of Commerce, it was ascertained on December 3, 1947, by 
telephonic inquiry to the Information Office of the Department of Commerce, 
that CONKLIN resigned from his position in the Office of Technical Services 
on August 29, 197, in order "to accept a position in private industry". 


In view of the above this case is being placed in a closed status 
and all information collected pursuant to this investigation under the 
classification of "LOYALTY OF GOVERNMENT EMPLOYEES", as well as information 
collected in the future, will be reported in Washington Field Office file 
#100-139 entitled "EDWARD GROFF CONKLIN, aka GROFF CONKLINs LUCY TEMPKIN 
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STANDARD PORM NO, 64 ( 


Office Memorandum + onrrep states GOVERNMENT 


TO 3 soins ra DATE: January 1, 1948 
: cal 
QMtou : GUY HOTTEL, ics WASHINGTON FIELD OFFICE ae 
4 
SUBJECT: EDWARD GROFF CONKLIN, aka GROFF CONKLIN, pA 


DEPUTY CHIEF, INFORMATION STAFF 
) OFFICE OF TECHNICAL SERVICES 
y LOYALTY OF GOVERNMENT EMPLOYEES 


Reference Bureau memo January 7, 1948 


- Conklin's personnel file, Department of Commerce, reflects 
resignation effective August 29, 1947. 


— ze suid ie 


Kr 8B 4 
4 u) RECORDED - 10 31 MAY. 12 1248 
Oo 2 FX.99 “19 : 
5 Liial AZ 1946 1 51/6 


ae a as ( 1 
{ P 
: : a 


‘ve ; é 
UNITED STATES CIVIL SERVICE COMMISSION 


REQUEST FOR INVESTIGATION BY FB! 


Name 3 


Address : 
Director 
Federal Bureau of Investigation Date and 
Washington 25, -D. C. Place of 
. Birth : 
Position: 
Agency : 
EOD 2 
Dear Sir: 


In the course of investigation of the above case, there 


(N REPLY PLEKSE-REPER 
TO CASE SERIAL NUMBER { 


49.262 


Cite: Groff (NM) rs 


514 Second St., NW 
Washington, DC 
9=6-04, | oe 
Glen Ridge, N.J. 
Special Consultan 

FSA PHS 


6-7~h8 


was developed 


a question of loyalty to the United States. The information anes? toning 


loyalty was received from the following source: 


(J rer Files. 


O CSC Bar and Flag Files. (Transcript of record attached. ) 


CSC Reference Files. (Transcript of record attached.) ui 


House Committee on Un-American Activities Files. (Transcript of 


record attached. ) 


ONI Files. (Transcript of record attached.) 


Confidential Inquiry or Inquiries. (Attached). 


Report of Previous Investigation. (Report may be reviewed at the 
Office of the Chief, Central Office Investigations, Division, U. S. 


‘ 
O 
LJ 
an C] wo Files. {Transcript of record attached. } 
O 


Civil Service Commission, Washington 25, D. C.) 


This case is transmitted to yoti'fér full field investigation under the 
provisions of BE. 0. 9835. Reports of investigation should bear case serial 
number and be transmitted bisa with the inclosed application to the Chief, 
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CSC FORM B6 
August 19487 
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UNITED STATES CIVIL SERVICE COMMISSION 
lavestigations Divielon 


Washington 26, 8. C. 


RECORD CHECK INFORMATION 


Attention is directed to the fact that the record below is merely a 
listing of information as shown. in the Commission's files and no part of 
this information should be considered as identified by the Commission with 
the person or persons whose name or names were submitted for searching. 
Further, the mention of an organization hereafter does not constitute a 
characterization by the Commission of the nature and purpose of such 
organization. The information given herein has not been verified by in- 
vestigation; the Commission, therefore, can make no evaluation of the 
validity of the information nor the creditability of the source of informa- 
tion. This information is furnished solely as an aid to any investigations 
or corroborative checks requested or in process. 


Groff Conklin 
514 2nd St.; N. Wey Washington, D. C. 
B: 9-6-04 


The dove person was the subject of previous Commission investigation 
in 1941 and 1943 and also the subject of recent investigation under E. 0. 
9835 which investigation is indicated to have been discontimed due to 
termination of the employment. It is noted that he has now been reemployed 
and his case is being reopened and referred to the FBI. 


The files do not contain any information at this time other than what 
is reflected in the investigative reports. 


InV-98 
December 1947 
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4.49 


-49-262 


E RECORD CHECKS AND INQUIRIES ARE CONDUCTED 
BY CIVIL SERVICE COMMISSION 


(PART | == Executive Order 9835) 


1 


TO: The Federal Bureau of Investigation, through the U. S. Civil Service Commission 


The following information is furnished for identification purposes on the person named below, Kindly furnish a report on any loyalty 
information contained in your files. (The fingerprints of this person are attached.) 


(Given same) 


Groff asin cint scavice acer © None 


{Midale er other names) 


2. FULL WAWE (initials and 
abridgments of full name 
are not acceptable}. 


4, SPECIAL Wt KNOWN TO REQUESTING AGENCY (FBI number or FBI file number, pas¥hd 
identification, allen registration number, Social Security mumbcr ete, Specify which) 


5. PLACE OF BIRTH 


Glen Ridge, N.J. 


6. DATE OR BIRTH 7. TITLE OF POSITION 


Sept. 6, 1904 Special Consultant 


10. IF MARRIED, GiVE SPOUSE'S FULL NAME, AND DATE AND PLACE OF BIRTH 


MALE C) sincte Lucy Tempkin Conklin 
FEMALE MARRIED Vilna Poland March 25, 1905 


11, DATE OF APPOINTMENT | 12. TYPE OF APPOINTMENT: Cx EXCEPTED Cj TEMPORARY 
June 7, 1948 (1 competitive {Cite Civil Servlec or other legal authority) 


13. ORGANIZATIONS WITH WHICH AFFILIATED OTHER THAN RELIGIOUS OR POLITICAL ORGANIZATIONS OA THOSE WHICH SHOW-RELIGIOUS OR POLITICAL 
AFFILIATIONS Authors League of America, National Association of Housing Officials, 
Society for Professional Geographers, Musewn of Modern Art, Vachel Lindsay Association, 
Public Housing Conference. 
- | 14. DATES AND PLACES OF RESIDENCE FOR THE LAST 10 YEARS 
From 


9. MARITAL STATUS 
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17. THIS SPACE OB HERORT | 18, NAME AND ADDRESS OF eet Gc AGENSY\. . 
TO AGENCY Wh SRV AY Pe Roe ay ENO. oS 


MATION IS DEVELOPED 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION U. S. Public Hes 


> mh OV ;-$2 Use DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 


Washington 254, a 


SFE REVERSE FOR REPORT ON CASE” WHERE DEROGATORY INFORMATION WAS DEVELOPED U. ®. GOVERNMENT PRINTING CFFICE: 1947 - 759360 
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FILES OF THIS BUREAU REVEAL 
INFORMATION CONCERNING THIS 
EMPLOYEE BRINGING THE EMPLOYEE 
WITHIN THE PURVIEW OF EXEOUTIVE 


‘ORDER #9835. INVESTIGATION BEING 


CONDUCTED. 


nae -— ¥3I, Washington, D.C. : 
SG ; : : : + Name of Remerting ‘Agrocy} 


INSTRUCTIONS ON PREPARATION OF STANDARD FORM 85 


: This. fos {Standard Form 85) is promulgated by the United States Civil Service Commissicn at the request 9 of the Federal 


Bureau of Investigation for the purpose of carrying: out the responsibilities with respect to applicants for Federal employ- 


"ment and persons appointed to Federal positions after September 30, 1947 as provided in Part 1 of Executive Order 9835. 


OA 


—asnicteneenn | PREVIOUS SIDE 


chee atten ieee menene toe sae el See pWedecal Personnel vias 


. A separate form (Standard Form 84) will be used for excepted employees when investigation is conducted by the agency. 
. The Fingerprint Chart (Standard Form 87) of the applicant or appointes must be submitted with the eriginal and two 


copies of this form: The third carbon copy of the form should be retained by the agency. 


. If additional space is needed in. filling in Iterns 14 and 15, use a separate sheet of papar, number the item to correspond 


with the item number of this form, and attach, . 

(f the requesting agency has previously received foyalty information from any Government agency lincluding the Federal 
Bureau of Investigation) concerning the employes named in this form, the name of the agency which furnished the intor- 
mation and the date of the report should be shown in Item 16, 


. Item 17 is reserved for use In reporting on this request when no derogstory information ts developed. 


Whenever information is developed the report will be covered in tam 19 above. 
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COMPIETION OF QUESTION WO. 14, 
Dates and Places of Residence for the Last 10 years. 


Jane 1940 = pia 1941 Cummings Lane, Chevy Chase, Maryland 
(Last house on right) 


Oct. 1957 — Jan. 1940 63 West llth Street, New York City, N.Y. 


COMPLETION OF QUESTION NO. 15, 
Dates, Names and Addresses of Employers for the Last 10 years. 


Feb. 1941 ~ May 1942 Tauxemont Home Builders Inc., ReF.D. #1, Alexandria,Va. 
Sept. 1940 — Feb. 1941 U. S. Maritime Commission, Washington 25, D.C. 

April 1940 — Sept. 1940 Federal Home Loan Bank Board, Washington 25, D.C. 
Sept. 1939 = April 1940 U. S. Bureau of the Census. 

July 1937 - Sept. 1939 = Self 63 West llth Street, New York, N.Y. 
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-Opening PI ( ) 
-Opening FF () 
Type _A 
REn Date Rec'd 7228-48 
ECORDED a7 August 16, 1948 Form 79 prepared ©) 
Steno bjn 
= -Conversion ( ) 
re Date Rec'd 
I ‘ees File # 
( {) SAC, ington Field Form 79 prepared ( ) 
Steno 
RE: 
Appointee, National Cancer Institute 2 


Wnited States Publics Health Service 

Federal Security Acency 

Bethesda, land 

LOYALTY OF SOVERMMENT FRPLCYLES 
Dear Sir: 


You are instructed to conduct a full field investigation (2) 
a preliminary inquiry ( ) concerning the-above named individual. This 


investigation 3p to begassiened 497°4528°1 and the results mailed to 
reach the Bur gu i a ae a 


Pa 
” ieeaBhea for: your assistance is a photostatic copy of the Request 
for Regart ongigyalty Data furnished to the Bureau on this individual. 


ing pntormateon roeayaibe this 


wn 
io The Btreau fies contain the foll 
2 - D 


person: 


A 
investizations of Conklin end his wife y Tempkin Conklin. | 
Field Of Mce 100-139, 121-249, 121-253 A York setts cae Ie 

hls a) aE Pog b7D 


1133). Former Confidential Informant 
Tiis informant also furnished econsidersble additional informtdon re 
. Gn the loyalty of the Conklins. It is rble aaiitionel informtden re ffeching 
oe ton Field Office in 1944 Conklin denied nenberstip in the Casmunist Perty, but 
aduitted attending nass meetings held under the auspices of the Communist Party 
A as ‘ell as a meeting of the American Youth Concrese in 1936 as a member of 
‘\ the Ieajue of American tritera. All organizations mentioned have been cited by 
the Attorney General as within the purview of Fart III, section 3 of the Presi- 
dent's Executive Order 9635. More Pesreacgerce ths Fastington Field office has 
pr thatthe: arg frequent contacts of Charles Krancr, 


rari di to be Camunists, Caxaunist thie 
sere, or zovict es on eee 81-1, 57) . ree 


Very eae yours, 


ce ~ 5 York FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION ® 
n} Scare 1, &. PS PORTMENT OF BOT Es 
Boston 


‘1 John Edgar Hoover 
{ mea 
o4 
ee ae 51 9 X 


ope aS555 SERREGET 


The Civil Service Commission originally requested a Iayalty investi- 
gation of Conklin in September of 1947. However, investigation was discontinued 
when it was learned tLat te had resigned hia position with the Department of 
Commerce on Auzust 29, 1947. The Commission has now requested a full field, loyalty 
investigation of Conklin, advising that he has received eligible ratings and tLat 
he was appointed Special Consultant as above on June 7, 1948. 


Attention is directed to the information available that Conklin is 
a prolific writer and has contributed to the "New Masses". Due attention should 
be paid to this phase of his activities. (100-4381-22) 


Bureau files are negative with regard to the Autlors league of 
Aserica and the Vachel Lindsay Association mentioned by Conklin on his loyalty 
Form. 


It is not believed desirable for the New York Office to reinterview 
former Confidential Informant|____—_—sdi in connection with the information he b7D 
has previcusiy furnished but such information should be set out in the Kew York 
report and the source ade,uately described. 


In addition to other necessary investizeation the Weshington Field 
Office wild check all pertinent records. 
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The Treasury of Seience Fiction ‘ed) § ron Publishers "7" 1:48 


Dee teen 8 Reem ier (emma 
revised end rewritten) - - - - - - - - KR, R, Bowker Co. BY. 197 


Mousen ee see oe ete ee eo - © @ Salise Bosoner, 3.Y. 1999 

Subway - © © © © 2 2 2 2 © ee = © © & oJelien Mosener, 5. I. 1938 
Republic anthal ST Tt ote e = = Dodge Publish Co. H-7.1996 
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Collective Qgrgnining Procedures, 
by Weil Chamberlain - - - - - - - - - - Amer. Council on 
Public Affairs 
sae laeaacet Aubnla 
‘hy Robert Maynard Hutehins ------ Univ. of Chicago Presse 1936 
Coemie Rays Thus Far, ; 
by Barvey Brace Lemom - - - - - - - - ~ W. ¥%. Morton & Co. 1936 
Recollections of an Old Bes Yorker, 
by Frederick Vam Wyck - - - - - - - - - Liveright, Ine. . 1932 


BANCDOOES, PAKFELSTS. SiGe. SHITTEM (anon,) 
Handbook for Army & Navy Personne) 
of the Office of Strategic 
: .. _ Services, "ashington, D. C. Goverment "tg. Office 19%43 
this Ie ¥o Picnie-iandbock for 
OSS Civilian Personne] About 
to Go Overseas - - - OSS Presentation IMS 
Army Food Distribution Study - O°S Presentation 1944 
Bon “oyagel - ‘iandbook for OSS 
Armed Forces Personnel 
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The: Oa aah 7 SAT we ee el eed ae es et aig) he ie er are 
The Science in Science Mietion - - - ------ Science I) tastrated,July 1946 
A Legislative Program for Postwar 
Housing Legislation z ¥ Fel 
Political Sociology 1944 
In’antry Journal Cet. 1943 
29 June 1943 
1° Jame 1943 
9 March aa 
Publications on the Census (se) ected) 
Jourmal of Home “conomics--¥arch 19403 Educational Cutlook--bay 19403 
The Social Studies--Yay 1940; Dynamic America--arr. 1940; Mountain 
Life and Work=--"iaterl9.0; American Pederationist--¥arch 1940; West- 
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rene - ¢) 7 


Couklin = Bibisegresty = 2. 
4.49.262 
HAOCAZINE ARTICLES (Sirned) = (comtiuned). 
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Building He- York's Coatliest Subway =< - - - - Travel Bagasine 
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Assistant Director D. M. Ladd in which you indicated your desire to be informed 
of all cases where there is evidence as to membership in the Communist Party on 
For your information, and in order that 
consideration might be given as to whether any federal laws have been violated, 
there are attached photostatic copies of the reports reflecting the results of 
a Loyalty investigation conducted by this Bureau: 


the part of a Government employee. 


, THE ATTORNEY GENERAL 


DIRECTOR, FBI 


LOYALTY OF GOVERNMENT EMPLOYEES - 


COMMUNISTS WORKING FOR THE 
UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 


MNovesber 9, 1948 


~ 


fy y 


Reference is made to your conversation on June 3, 1948, with 


TITLE: ED'-ARD crores 


AGENCY: 


REPORTS: 


also known as Groff 
intee 


Conklin 


National Cancer Institute 
U. S. Public Health Service 
Federal Security Agency 


Bethesda, Maryland 


LOYALTY OF GOVERNMENT EMPLOYEES 


Federal Security Agency 


Report of Special Agent Kennerly BR. Corbett 


dated October 11, 1948 at Washington, De C. 


Report ef Special Agent Melvin A. Thompson 
dated October 8, 19%8 at New York, New Yo 


Report of Special Agent Robert Scott leLeod 
dated September 17, 1948 at Boston, Massachusetts. 
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Report of Special Agent Daniel J. McCarthy = 
dated September 14, 1948 at Chicago, Iilind 
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f Appointee, National Cancer Institute =. — 
I United States Public Health Service ie Maree, 

; ' Federel Security Agency =. recs nagear— 
$ Bethesda, Maryland i feca__ 
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: Please Ay {Ve reh/th ets oF the above individual through the records 


of the Identification Divigion and forward the results, in duplicate, to the 
Foreign and Domestic Coordination Unit, Room 4519, Department of Justice 
Building, Washington, D. Cu 

The following identifying data are listed for your assistance: 
Maiden name, if married: .—- 


Date and place of birth: September 6, 1904, at Glen Ridge, Mew Jersey 


tt a eileen eR ae TROT OT Oe ea a 


Pe Se mtepgeeen ae eee EET. bo “Te mae a a 


Department and Agency for whom employed: UeS. Public Health penvice 


So a neg gee ott 


1943-March,1945,0ffice of Strategic Services, i 
Previcup Government, sypleymppt; Ju, 2042-tnroby] April, 1946-Sept.1947,0.8.Doptaof | 


Commerce, eDeCe 
Was case opened on Form 84 or Form 85: yi. ge We 
If so, date form received: Pu2 Bah 


Other pertinent identifying data: (Including Military service numbe 
Alien ee =m 4) = ae 


Aa © mtatamntntens = > 


ore Saale 
, 1n'3 
Social Security #212-07-8015 Bo KV 19 
present address - 514 Second Street, I 
Washington 1, D. C. 


ADDENDUMs (9-848) Based upon information furnished, an Identification 
a FBI #6008056, is attached which may be identical with the above s soot BA 
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*. Serie States Wepartment of F 
Washington, BR. C. 


y 
NJ.1908.M.W. 


Bureau of Investigat 


The following is the record of FBI number _. 


Aug 311943 3799 bas 


6 008 056 a\- C.. Oheevew 


DISPOSITION 


Sf ena | cS | en | A 


CONTaERDRorre. NAME AND NUMBER 
Federal. Heme Lean Groff Conklin 
Bank B4., Wash., D.C. f-- 
C.S. Comm. Groff Conklin 
Wash., D.C. residence: 420 
C Lane, 
Chevy Chase, Md. 
bora: 9. 
C.5. Can. Groff Cenklin 
Wash., PD. C. - yesidence: c/o 
Penz, 224 E. 
Capitol, Wash., 
D.C. 
bern: 9-6-0% 
° Represents notations unsupported by fingerprints im FBI fites. 


ss a 


position: chief 


“of, editerial 


seotica, U.S. 


Maritine Comissian 


Wach., D. Cc. 


position: sr. 
econ. editer, 


Office of Strategs 


Services, Waeh., 
Dd. C. 


. 


U. &. covennmant rauuTnscrrce, 61016108 


NOTICE: THIS RECORD IS FURNISHED FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 
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Sinited States Bepartment of JF 
| Washington, B. C. 
2 The following is the record of FBI number 6 008 056 . &.s beevew 
ee Pe NaME AND NUMBER ARR CHARGE DISPOSITION 
2 Admits: Approx. 4 traffic violations, 1940 - 1941. 
Admits: Approx. March 10, 1943, illegal parking, D.C. Traffic; 
fined $3. H 
j 
| 
12) 5 bn ae ; 
LL 
ee SSS ee og baal, : 
© Represents notations unsupported by fingerprints in FBI files, = ©. 8. covmnamant paunTine orvice §=10-—-18198 i 
a } NOTICE: THIS RECORD IS FURNISHED FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY : | 
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Office ne ee © UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT : 
\° To 8. J. TRACY pe DaTR: August 12, 1948 
/ 
PROM : D, M. upto , 
qi ite 
SUBJECT: EDW GR am aka we Gun 
Grof nkl Shon — 
Appointee, National Cancer Institute paren 
United States Public Health Service s: iatoe 
Federal Security Agency i. aps 5 
Bethesda, Maryland Rieko; 
LOYALTY OF GOVERNNEST INPLOYEES Fin to er—— 
' 
t 
Please search the name of the above individual through the records : 
of the Identification Division and forward the results, in duplicate, to the : 
Foreign and Domestic Coordination Unit, Room 4519, Department of Justice i 
Building, Washington, D. C. i 
i 
The following identifying data are listed for your assistance: 
Maiden name, if married: . 
Date and place of birth: Sept. 6, 1904, Glen Ridge, HN. J. 
Department and Agency for whom employed: Federal Security Agency 
Previous Government employment: U.S. Dept. of Commerce 
Office of Strategic Services 
Maritime Conmiesion ; 
Was case opened on Form 84 or Folin as: ac pos the Census ye 
If so, date form received: July 19, 1948 | : 
Other pertinent identifying data: (Including Military service numbers and ; 2 
Alien Registration numbers) = 
4 
Spouse's full name, and date and place of birth: : 
4ucy Tempkin Conklin 
Vilna Poland / 
‘March 25, 1905 | /Z)- cay 
ne ee aaa is ; 
3 HO 7 = 80 ay. ; 
$8°9112-07-8015 32 Nov 191: 
d Address: 514 2nd St. H.W., Washingtonl, D.C. 
ADDENDUM: 9-948, (bc) Based upon information furnished, an Identification - 
record, FBI #6008056, is attached which may be identical with the above subject. 
wit > 3 
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wh dd ty > 
& LNOY 233949 121 ae a. fe 


DECLASSIZ(ICATION AUTHURITS URSIVED BRU 


2B. AUTCUATIO U2 Lass cal — : 
UATE CS lé 2026 Bi } b6 
« ‘ { 5 a ' b7C 


inal ys 


CONFIDENTIAL 
BY SPECIAL MESSENGER | 


Mr. James E. Hatcher 

Chief, Investigations Division 

United States Civil Service Commission 
Washington 25, D. C. 


“sy : 
Re: C 
EDV''RD.GROFF CONKLIN, ake 
croft torklin 
Appointee, Wational Camer Institute 
United States Public Health Service 
Federal Security Agemy 


Loe acai EMPLOYEES 


’ Your case serial number: 
beh9e2u2 


Dear Bir: 


Returned herewith is the material which you made available 
2 to this Bureau in asking an investigation of the captioned individual. -~ 
a 
Pursuant to your request a Loyalty investigation has been 
instituted, the results of which will be furnished you upon completion. 


Very truly yours, 


ry Ge. even f. / G 
“e son RQRE' Bow 12 | DLS 


COMMUNICATIONS SECTION : ret ee NY 19 243 
10 
@ 1948 PM. : 
FEDERSL BSEAU OF INVESTIGATION nm 
U.S. DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE car L / 
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8-30-48 < 
WASHINGTON AMD NEW YORK FROM WASH FIELD 30 
AND SAC ROUTINE 


EDWARD GROF’ CONKLIN, AKA, FSA, LGE. REBULET AUGUST SIXTEEN, FORTY ELOHT. 
APPOINTEE LISTS EMPLOYMENT NEW YORK SEPTEMBER, THIRTY SIX DASH DECEMBER 
THIRTY SEVEN AS EXEC SECRETARY, COMMITTEE ON CULTURAL RELATIONS WITH 
LATIN AMERICA UNDER DR, HUBERT HERRING. LISTS NEW YORK REFERENCES BRUCE 
BLIVEN, NEW REPUBLIC MAGAZINE, W. WADSWORTH WOOD, FIVE SEVEN TWO MADISON 
AVENUE, JULIAN MESSNER, PRES., JULIAN MESSNER, INC., EIGHT WEST FORTIETH 
ST., JAMES H. HAMSEN, BRICK MANUFACTURERS ASSOCIATION OF W. Y., TWO SEVEN 
TWO ONE GRAND CENTRAL TERMINAL, CRITCHELL RIMINGTON, ROBERT H. MC BRIDE 
CO., ONE ONE SIX E. SIXTEENTH ST., JAMES FITCH, ASSISTANT EDITOR, 
ARCHITECTURAL RECORD DASH LISTS NEW YORK ADDRESS IN JUNE NINETEEN THIRTY 


NINE AS SIX THREE WEST ELEVENTH ST. 
HOTTEL 47 


Padtes 2 “ee ae r 
121-249 283. Se ; 
_ © SRecoRDED - 68//2/ -S7/_ 7 
Potvin oe ee SS 
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8-30-48 


TOM AND CHICAGO FROM WASH FIELD a) 
| DIRECTOR AND SAC ROUTINE 


i 3 EDWARD GROFF CONKLIN, FSA, EOS. REBULET AUGUST SIXTEEN, FORTY EIGHT, 4509 


APPOINTEE LISTS AS REFERENCE’ DONALD P, DEAN, U. OF CHICAGO PRESS. 
i _. EMPLOYMENT IN SEPTEMBER,. NINETEEN THIRTY SIX BY ESQUIRE MAGAZINE, NINE 
ONE NINE WN. MICHIGAN AVE., CHICAGO UNDER “Sy | 


KRC:as 
121-249 
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ae 3 . 
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QTON AND NEW YORK FROM WASH FIELD 10 és aE 
URGENT | — 


EDWARD GRO: 


; 
A DIRECTOR AND co 
CONKLIN, FSA, LGE. REBULET AUGUST SIXTEEN : 
NEW YORK REFER REPORT SA E. F. HUMMER APRIL TWENTYFOUR, FORTYTEREE, 


ENTITLED DAVID ZABLODOWSKY, OSS, I. S~HATCH ACT, NY FILE ONE NAUGHT 
ZABLODOWSKY AND CONKLIN FELLOW EMPLOYEES AT 


pase 
ONE, FOUR TWO SIX. 
INFORMANTS IN ABOVE CASE MAY KNOW CONKLIN. 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


Form No. 2 
THIS CASEORIGINATEDAT = BUREAU PLE NO. 121-1629 


REPORT MADE AT BATE WHEN MADE 


CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 9-14-48 | 9/1-3,'7,8/48 | DANIEL J. MC CARTHY = DJM:mel 


TIRE 
EDWARD croré CONKLIN, also known as Groff 
Appointee, National Cancer Institute, United States) LOYALTY OF GOVERNMENT EMPLOYEES 


Public Health Service, Federal Security Agency, 


SYNOPSIS OF FACTS: 
Employment, Esquire, Inc., and University of Chicago 
Press, verified. Former fellow employees advise 
appointee loyal. Appointee unknown at 5642 South 
Drexel. Appointee unknown tol _| No criminal or b7D 
credit record, Chicago. 


=- RUC = 


Bulet 8-16-48. 
Washington Field teletype to Chicago 8-30-48. 
Chicago teletype to Director and Washington Field 9-1-48. 
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EDWARD GROFF CONKLIN, also known as 
Groff Conklin 

Appointee, National Cancer Institute 
United States Public Health Service 
Federal Security Agency 

Bethesda, Maryland 

LOYALTY OF GOVERNMENT EMPLOYEES 
September 14, 1948 

Chicago, Illinois 


III, RESULTS OF INVESTIGATION 


EMPLOYMENT 


Mrs. F. H. GREENLEAF, Personnel Manager, Esquire, Inc., 65 East South Water 
Market, Chicago, Illinois, caused a check to be made of her records, and 
advised that they reflected that appointee had been employed by that company 
for about six months in 1934. She stated that they had no accurate record 

as to the exact time in which he was employed. Mrs. GREENLEAF steted that the 
appointee was unknown to her. 


Yrs. COLLEEN ROBECHECK, a manber of the Editorial Staff, Esquire, Inc., 65 
East South Water Market, advised that she recalled the appointee as having 
worked for Esquire Magazine for approximately six months a number of years ago. 
She stated that she did not have too vivid a recollection of the appointee, 

but that so far as she could recall he had never done or said anything which 
would cause her to think that he was not loyal to this country. 


Mrs. GENEVIEVE TSLEIGER, Assistant Editor, Esquire, Inc., 65 East South 
Water Market, advised that she recalled the appoincee very vaguely. Mrs. 
TSLEIGER stated that she did not believe she was weis enough acqiainted with 
the appointee to formilate an opinion as to his loyalty. 


ir. S. W. FINDLEY, Business Manager, University of Chicago Press, 5750 Ellis 
Avenue, advised that his records reflected that the anpointee had been employed 
by the University of Chicago Press from October 15, 1934 to February 15, 1936, 
at wiich time he left to do some free lance writinge Mr. FINDLEY stated that 
the appointee's personnel file contained no information regarding his loyalty. 
Mr. FINDLEY further advised that he remembered the appointee very well, and 
that he hac been in rather close contact with him for the period of appointee's 
employment at the University of Chicago Press. He stated that the appointee's 
interests so far as he was ever able to ascertain were entirely literary, and 
that in his opinion the appointee was a loyal American. Appointee's address 
was given as 5642 South Drexel. 


Mrs. EDNA BOYER advised that she has been an employee of the University of 
Chicago Press for the past twenty years. She stated that she remembered the 
appointee when he was employed by that organization. Mrs. BOYER further ad= 
vised that her association with the appointee was confined solely to business 
hours and that nothing he had ever done or said during their association would 
caus: her to believe that he was not a loyal American. 


The following information was obtained about the appointee in 1941 in the course 
of another investigation and not as the result of a loyalty inquiry: 


My. ROLLIN D. HEMENS, Business Manager, University of Chicago Press, 5750 

Ellis Aveme, stated that the emloyce had worked for the University Press from 
1934 to 1936 in an editorial capacity. He stated that the appointee indicated 
no leanings toward Socialism or Ce:mminism, and that his interests were largely 
concerned with the publishing and lit-vrary field. 


Mr. JOHN R. BARTIZAL, Business Manager and Comptroller of Esquire, Ince, 919 
South Michigan Avemme, stated that the appointee was employed by their 
organization for about six months in 1934 as an assistant to Mr. ARNOLD GINGRICH, 
the General Editor of Esquire. Mr. BARTIZAL stated that to the best of his 
recollection the appointee showed no interest in politics and indicated that his 
interests were largely of a literary nature. 


NEIGHBORHOOD 
Mree PRESTON H. SMITH, 5642 Drexel Boulevard, advised that she has resided 
there since 1938 She stated that the appointee was unknown to her. Mrs. SMITH 


further stated that the only tenant in the building who has been there longer 
than herself was Mrs. RALSTON. 


Mrse de de RALSTON, 5642 Drexel, advised that she has lived at this address 
since 1936. She stated that she did not recall the appointee. Mrs. RALSTON 
advised that up until 1940 the property was owned by Mrs. M. REINWALD. 

Mrs. M. REINWALD, 5200 Blackstone, advised that she had owned property at 5642 
Drexel from the early 1920s and sold it in 1940. Mrs. REINWALD stated that she 


had no record of prior tenants, and could not recall ever having had a tenant 
by the name of CONKLIN 


MISCELLANEOUS 
[| advised that the appointee was unknown to him. b7D 
Cc T AND CRIMTNAL 

The records of Hill's Reports, a Chicago credit agency, and the Chicago Police 
Department failed to reflect any record for the appointee. 


Lge 121 nt 14 


ADMINISTRATIVE PAGE 


The records of Hill's Reports and the Chicago Police Department were checked 
by Special Employee ROBERT W. NICKLESS. 


Mra. F. H. GREENLEAF, Personnel Manager, Esquire, Ince, advised that ARNOLD 
GINGRICH, former Editor in charge of Esquire Magazine, has resided in 
Switzerland for a number of years. 


ERE wee nae 


HEP RES PICA V iow ANTRAETIY See ren See: t 
Rl SUTOMATIC DECLASSIFICATION GUIDE JA 
PAVE G8-16-2023 a | . b6 
; v b7Cc 
ft 
3 
ms Federal Rurean of Investipation 


United States Department of Justice 


EDWARD GROFF CONKLIN, also known as 
Groff Conklin 

Appointee, National Cancer Institute 
United States Public Health Service 
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(FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
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4] tae /) RARASTIED GF ABE 
WAS EDWARD GROFF CONRLIN, aka Groff Conklin, 
National Cancer Institute, tnited SONVEMT ME PLOYEZS 
States Fubite Heat Sorvice, Federal Security 
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COWKLIDY attended Dartmouth. Uollege, Hanovery i. He, 

from Sept. 1923 util 1925. te transferred to 
Harvard University, Cambridge, Mass., and was in 

attendance there ‘from Sept. 1925 to June 1926. 

No information relative to lovalty obtained. Credit 

and criminal negative. 


Bureau letter to Washington Field Office, dated 8/16/48. 
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EDWARD GROFF CONKLIN, 
alse known as Groff Conklin, 
Appointee, National Cancer Institute, 
| United Statea Public Health Service, 
Federal Security Agency, 
| Bethesda, Maryland 
| LOYALTY OF GOVIUMENT EMPLOYEES 


Septenber 17, 194% 
Beaton, Massachvsetts 


IIIg RESULTS OF INVESTIGATION 


{ 

LLOYD K, NEIDLINGER, Dean of Dartmouth College, Hanover, New Hampshire, 
furnished the college record ef CONKLIN, reflecting that he was born 
on September 6, 1904, at Glen Ridge, New Jersey. He entered Dartmouth 
College as a freshman in September 1925, withdrawing in June 1925, 

te attend Harvard University. There was no information on file in 
college records reflecting en the loyalty of CONKLIN. 


Records of the New Hampshire State Police, Concord, New Hampshire, 
contain no reference to EDWARD GROFF CONKLIN. 


The Registrar's records, Harvard University, Cambridge, Massachusetts, 
indicated CONKLIN entered in his junior year at Harvard, in Septenber 
1925, on transfer from Dartmouth College, Hanover, New Hampshire. He 
attended Harvard until June of 1926. Records at Harvard University 
indicated that four of the five Professors who had taught CONKLIN are 
presently deceased. The whereabouts of the fifth professor is unknown. 
There is no information at Harvard University, reflecting upon the 
loyalty of EDWARD GROFF CONKLIN. ' 


Records of the Massachusetts Board of Probation, Boston, Mass., a 
central clearing house for criminal records in Massachusetts, contain 
no information concerning EDWARD GROFF CONKLIN. 


The records of the Credit Bureau of Greater Boston, 52 Chaunesy Street, 
Boston, Mass-., contain no information concerning EDWARD GROFF CONKLIN. 
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Closing Full Field 
Disloyal (x) 


Date: NOV - 2 1948 Unfounded ( ) 
Remarks: 
To: Mr. James E. Hatcher Yerger 
Chief, Investigations Division File # 121-51 


U. S&S. Civil Service Commission 
Washington 25, D. C. 


From: Edgar Hoover, Director, Federal Bureau of Investigation 
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“Report ir Special Agent Kennerly R. Cocbetts; dated October 11, 
1945, Washington, Be CG. ie fae) & 


Report of Special Agent Helvin A. Pip aonpat October 8, 
1948, New York, New York. ’ § 
< S 


Report of Special Agent Daniel J. Movarthy, dated September 14, 
1948, Chieage, Illinois. 


Report of Special Agent Robert Scott kicLeod, dated opener 17y sm. 
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. FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTISATION 
UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE i 


EDWARD GROFF CONKLIN, 

also known as Groff Conklin, 

Appointee, Naticnal Cancer Institute, 
. United States Public Health Service, 

Federal Security Agency, 

Bethesda, Maryland 
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Report ofs Special Agent ROBERT SCOTT McLECD 
Dateds Sept. 17, 1948 at Boston, Mess. | 
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FBI and are not to be distributed 
outside of agency to which loaned. 


21 51 yg: @ 


a 7 oe 
. a 
7 i i. 


wa WASH FIBLD "9925-48 9 A 
DIRECTOR ROUTINE 


KDWARD GRAFF CONKLIN, FSA, LOE. REBULET AUGUST SIXTEEN, NINETEEN FORTY EIGHT 
fe BUTSL SEPTEMBER TWENTY ONE, FORTY EIGHT. AGENT HANDLING THIS CASE IS 
ENGAGED FULL TIME IN INVESTIGATION REQUESTED BY BUREAU LETTER SEPTEMBER TWENTY, 
FORTY EIGHT, ENTITLED LZONARD CRANE RENNIE, CSC LGE. REPORT WILL BE SUBMITTED 
AS SOON AS POSSIBLE. 
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aa FEDER’! RUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 779655 


HIS CASE ORIGINATED AT BUREAU NY ruewo. 121-4698 WA 


CHARACTER OF CASE 


Tm EDVARD GROFF CONKLIN, aka Groff Conklin 
Appointee 
National Cancer Institute, United States Public 


____ Health Service, Federal Security Agency 
Bethesda, Maryland ; 
SYNOPSIS OF FACTS: CINYC T-2 advised appointee and wife active in CP and 
that appointee's wife member of Book and Magazine Guild. 
CINYC T-1 records reflect appointee member of League of 
American Writers, American League for Peace and Democracy. 
Attended American Youth Congress in 1938-39, contributed to : 
a -. ‘New Masses. CINYC T-£, former friend of the CONKLINs, ail 
/ + advised they were extreme "liberals". Employment verified, 
e < but former employers know nothing of appointee'’s loyalty. . 
< i. R. S, CONLIN of DOUBLEDAY COMPANY stuted he believed 


LOYALTY OF GOVERNMENT EMPLOYEES 


~~ 


t ox 
x Zn co CONKLIN to be Communist sympathizer, rio proof of statement, 
Le oe Neighbors know nothing of appointee's loyalty. References. 


and associates characterize appointee as "liberal", but not 
a radical and advise they believe his loyalty is to the 
\V United States. Majority of references and associates 


eet belong to Communist fronts, N 
iS & ah information. Not know by 
a | ane 

-RUC- 


REFERENCE: Bureau letter to Washington Field dated August 16, 1948 
Washington Fyeld teletype to New York dated September 10, 1943. 
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EDWARD GROFF CONKLIN, aka 

Groff Conklin - Appointee 

National Cancer Institute 

United States Public Healtn Service 
Federal Security Agency 

Bethesda, Maryland ¢ 

LOYALTY OF GOVERNMENT EMPLOYEES ¢. 
October 6, 1948 : . 


New York, New York 


RESULTS OF INVESTIGATION 


The following background information relating to the appointee was 
obtained from the records of Confidential Informat New York City Tel, a 
government agency maintaining persomel records, from the "Request for Report 
of Loyalty Data" submitted by the appointee on June 4, 1948 and from the 
persomel records of Time Magazine? 


Borns 


Employment: 


September 6, 1704 in Glm@m Ridge, New Jersey 


September 1, 1947 to June 4, 1948 - self-employed 
Washington, D.C, 


April, 1946 to September, 1947 ~ United States Department 
of Commerce, Washington, D. C. 


November, 1945 to April, 1946 = Federal Security Agency, 
Washington, D. C. 


June, 1943 to March, 1945 - Office of Strategic Services, 


November, 1942 to February, 1943 - Look Magazine, New York 


August, 1942 to June, 1943 - self-employed - New York and 
Washington, D. C. 


May, 1942 to Aygust, 1942 ~ Time Magazine - New York 


April, 1941 to May, 1942 - Taaxemont Home Builders, Inc., 
Alexmdria, Virginia 


September, 1940 to February, 1941 - United States Maritine 
Comission, Washington, D. C. 


-1- 92] 51 nh ¥ 
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February, 1940 to Bia tear ob 1940 ~ Federal Home Loan Bank 
Board - Washinczton, D. C. 


October, 1939 to February, 1940 ~ Bureau of Census, 
Washington, D.C. 


duly, 1937 to September, 1939 - self-employed - New York 


January, 1937 to May, 1977 - Robert H. McBride and Company, 
New York. 


ica 1936 to Decenber, 1936 - Comission for Cultural 
Relations with Latin-America - New York. 


February, 1936 to September, 1936 - self-employed ~ New York. 


October, 1934 to February, 1936 - University of Chicago Press, 
Chicago, Dlinois. , 


September, 1934 - Bequire Magazine, Chicago, Dilinoise 
November, 1929 to September, 1934 - Doubleday Company - New York. 


June, 1927 to Novesber, 1929 - " gal freaplayed - New York and 
‘eo 


Residences: | | 
daly, 1943 to Jane 4s 1948 = 514 Second Street, N.W., Washington, D. C. | 
January, 193 to July, 1943 - Washington, D.C. | 
October, 1942 - Ben Franklin Hotel, New York City. | 
September, 1942 ~ 414 West 20th Street, New York City. . 


June, 1942 to August, Ae 415 Central Park West; Hotel Colborne; 
46 Best 33rd Street, all in New York City. | 


June, 1942 - 65 West llth Street, New York City. 
October, 1941 to dune, 1942 - Alexandria, Virgini a. 
November, 1939 to October, 1941 - Chevy Pi Maryland 
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October, 1939 to November, 1939 - Washington, De Co 

September, 1939 to October, 1939 ~ 63 West llth Street, New York City 
October, 1937 to September, 1939 - 110 Waverly Place, New York City 
Septeaber, 1934 to February, 1936 - Chicago, Illinois 


December 2, 1929 to September 8, 1934 - 133 East 53rd Street; 27 West 


Sth Street; 658 Lexington Averwe and 316 West 57th 
Street; all in New York City 


Jane, 1927 to sai aa 1934 = New Hampshire and various places in 
New York City 


Edncation: 
- Glen Ridge igh School, Glen Ridge, “lew Jersey 
| Dartmouth College - Eanover, ew Hanpshire, 1923-1925 


Colusbia University, New Sec City, 1926-1927 
_ ‘Harvard University - Cambridge, Massachusetts, 1925-1926 


ae bern March 25, 1905 in Vilna, Poland. 


References: 
rex usr, 17 Unien Square ‘West, New York City. — 
 BRUORABLIVEr, 40 Bast (oth Street, New York City, 
¥. MATURE IOCD, 572 Madison Aveme, New Tork City. | 
TBE ASR, 8 Nast 40th Street, New York City. 

JES BUNSEN, 272. Grand Central Terminal, New York City. 
CRIME RDINGTON, 116 Rest 16th Street, New York City. 
; SmRAFTICH, 63 West 11th Street, Hew York City. 
\ 1ours Pyare, 342 Madison Avenue, New York city. 


\ ene cp formst, 461 Fourth Avenue, New York City. 
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A. F. GOLDSMITH, 42 Lexington Avenue, New York City. 


Organizations affiliated with: 


Authors League of America 

National Association of Housing Officials 

Society for Professional Geographers - 
Museun of Modern Art 

Vachel Lindsay Association 

Public Housing Conference 

League of American Writers 

Leage for Peace and Democracy 


Associates: 
THEODORE ™“MRWIN, 511 Fafth Avenue, New York City. | 
ANGU » 60 East 42nd Street, New York City. Pa 
7 HENS, 30 Rockefeller Plaza, New York City. 
a 


415 Central Park West, New York City. 
FREDERIC GXWEICHER, 62 West 45th Street, New York City. 
SEARS, 80 Perry Street, New York City. 

AJBUCKMASTER, 65 West llth Street, New York City. 
LUCILLBAMIINIR, 170 Fufth Aveme, New York City. 

MA6IGINS, 9 Rockefeller Plasa, New York City. 

Mrs. D. WAHAKILTON, 52 East 56th Street, New York City. 
eae 96 Bleecker Stseet, New York City. 

EH. MSINKS, 79 Perry Street, New York City. 
STINEY*PHILLIPS, 461 Rourth Avenue, New York City. 
DAVIBYZABLODOESKY, 1118 Third Avenue, New York Citys— 


Confidential. Informant New York City T-2, whe has furnished reliable 
information in the past, and who will not furnish a signed statement or testify 
before a Loyalty Board, advised in June, 1940 that GROFF CONKLIN and his wife, 

LUCY TEMPKIN CONKLIN, were both active members of the Communist Party and that 
LUCY TEMPKIN CONKLIN held a key position in the Book and Magazine Guild which 
is the publishing industry affiliate of the United Office and Professional 
Workers of America (CIO). 


, The Comranist Party has been declared by the Attorney General as 
coming within the purview of Executive Order 9835. 


Confidential Informant New York City T=3, a reliable informant snd 
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himself s former member of the Commnist Party ad of the Book and Magazine Guild, 
stated this Guild was completely dominated and controlled by the Communist Party. 


Confidential Informant New York City T-4, of know reliability and a 
teacher in an educational institution in New York City, said the Book and Magazine 
Guild was controlled by the Commnist Party. This Informant stated there was 
never any record of opposition within the Book and Magazine Guild. He stated 
this leadership was always handed down from one Communist Party member to another. 
He advised the Communists’ administration was never overturned and that the 
leaderrhip always followed the Party line. ” 


The records of Confidential Informant New York City T=1 reflected that 
GROFF CONKLIN was a member of the Leame of American Writers;. memker of the i" 
American League for Peace and Democracy; had attended the American Youth Congress 
in 1938-1939 as a representative of the Leame of American Writers and in April,. 
1937 had attended a meeting at the Hote] Claridge of the Book and Magazine Svild. 


The League of America Writers, American League for Peace and Democracy 
and the America Youth Cmgress have been declared by the Attorney General as 
coming within the purview of Executive Order 9835. 


Confidential Infoment New York City T-1 further advised that the 
appointee has contributed to various periodicals and other publications during 
the period 1937 to 1940, among them the periodical "New Masses", and a pamphlet 
entitled Writers Take Sides", published by the Leame of American Writers in 
May, 1938. 


The "New Masses" of March 1, 1936 contains a review of EARL BROWDER's 
then new book "The Peoples Front". EARL BROWDFR was then General Secretary of 
the Communist Party of the U. S. A. 


The "New Masses* of March 8, 1938 contains a long letter in the "Letters 
to the Editor" section in which he, the appointee, takes exception to the views 
set forth by the writer of the above mentioned review, 


Photostatic copies of the book review and of the appointee's letter are 
enclosed as exhibits with each copy of this report. OpAndet A- 


The "New Masses® of September 28, 1937, contains a book review by the 

appointee of a volume entitled "....And Spain Sings, Fyfty Loyalist Ballads". 

A photostatic copy of this review is included with each copy of “. reporte 
7 Pa 


he LE 


Concerning the pamphlet ‘Writers Take Sides", the following is set forth: 


In February, 1938 DONALD OGDEN STEWART, then President of the Leame . 
of American Writers, sent to more than 500 American writers a letter in which © 
he asked them to express their views on the following two questions: 


“ee yoy) BL iD 
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“Are you for or are you against Franeo and Fascism?" 


"Are you for or are you against the legal govemment and the 
people of Republican Spain?" 


The results of this poll by STEMART were published by the League of 
American Writers in May, 1938, under the title Writers Take Sides". The 
foreword of this panphiet reflects that GROFF CONKLIN was then a member of the 
"Editorial Committee for the League of American Writers", 


In the body of this pamphlet the following appears: 


"GROFF CONKLIN (Editor, New Republie Anthology, Ce-editor the 
Smart Set Anthology) 


"To be against Franco and for democracy in Spain is not enoughe 
Bvery decent, progressive-minded, humane American should ~ mst ~ immediately 
call for the passage of the OfComell Amdéndment; for opening of the “rench 
border to import of war materials by the Loyalists; for absolute cessation of 
sales of saterial to Franco; for the resignation of the Chamberlain government 
in England; and finally for a united front of all democracies against the 
agkression of the monopoly capitalists in those countries which they now rule 
through the bitter strangle hold cf fascism", 


Confidential Informants New York City T-5 and T=-6, reliable informants 
on Communist activities in New York City, advised that the publ ications "New 
Masses" and "Mainstream", now officially combined into one publication “Masses 
and Mainstream" are edited by SHMUEb@ILLEIN, a know Communist who was formerly 
editor of Mainstream", and were both Communi st controlled. 


fhe Special Committee on Un-American Activities, House of Representa~ 
tives, in itsreports dated June 24, 1942 and March 2, 1944, cited "New Masses" 
as a Commmist fronte 


Confidential Informant NewYork City T-7, a municipal agency of New 
York City conducting intelligence investigations, advised that one GROFF CONKLIN 
was a member of the Editorial Committee of the League of American Writers and 
co-author with the Committee of the foreword in a ssmphlet entitled Writers 
Take Sides", 
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Confidential Informant New York City T=8, of known reliability who 
will not fumish a signed statement or testify before a Loyalty Hearing Board, 
said he has known the appointee for ten years and his wife, WCY TEMPKIN 
CONKLIN, fifteen years, He stated that he has not seen the CONKLINs since 1938 
ani is not too well acquainted with GROFF CONKLIN. He advised that he had 
been employed by MAC FADDE! PUBLICATIONS at the same time LUCY CONKLIN was 
employed there and that he was certain that she was "definitely Comunistic in 
her political belief", He said, however, that he was not alleto recall specific 
incidents which led him to this conclusion, and that he “could not say whether 
or not Mrs, CONKLIN actually belonged to the Communist Party", but that he felt 
“if she did not belong it was for a matter of convenience rather than from her 
actual convictions in the matter". The Informant stated he had met the appointee 
on several occasions at social functions, when both were residing in the 
Greenwich Village section of New York City, ad from the trend of the conversa~ 
tions that he had with the appointee at that time he “would definitely say that 
GROFF CONKLIN was an extreme liberal who bordered on Gommmnism", He advised 
that he had no actual proof of the above statement, but believed that "the 
appointee's association with such people as HENRIETTA BUCKMASTER, who was then 
known in the 'Village' as a Communist sympathizer, was proof in itself that his 
liberalism was dangerously close to Communism”. <e said the appointee and his 
wife had resided in the BUCKMASTER apartment at 65 West llth Street, New York 
City, in the late 30's and that he knew they were "close friends", He stated 
that he is unaware of the activities of the CONKLINs since 1938, but “feels 
that they are a very poorsecurity risk because of their former beliefs and 
associations", 


Enployments 


Miss HENRIETTE KISCH, Editorial Department, Look Magazine, 511 Fifth 
Averme, New York City, stated her records reflected that GROFF CONKLIN had 
submitted two articles for publication in 1943, but that he had never been 
employed by Look Magazine. The record contained no information concerning his 
loyalty. She stated she did not know the appointee and that THEODORE IRWIN, 
whose name was given as an associate of CONKLIN's, was no longer with Look 
Magazine, 


_ Mrs. BETTY BRADFORD, Personnel Section, Time Magazine, 9 Rockefeller 
Plaza, “ew York City, said her records reflected GROFF CONKLIN had been employed 
as a writer from June 8, 1942 to August 17, 1942 and his immediate supervisor 
had been ERIC HODGINS. Mrs. BRADFORD stated she knew the appointee during his 
period of empYoynent with Time Magazine, but was not personally acquainted with 
him and, therefore, knew nothing concerning his loyalty. She advised that 
CONKLIN did not use “office space", but did all his work at home and only 
appeared at the office once or twice a week. Mrs. BRADFORD was unable to 
locate anyone in the office that knew the appointee. She said ERIC HOBGINS, 
whose name was given as an associate of CCONKLIN's, was no longer employed by — 
Time Magazine, : 
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Miss ETHEL C. TURNER, SEcretary of RO-ETT MC BRIDE and Company, 200 
East 37th Street, New York City, said all records prior to 1940 have been 
destroyed. She stated that she recalled a GROFF CONKLIN who had been employed 
as an Assistant Editor b; the Compmy in or about 1937, but that she knows 
nothing concerning his background, associates or present activities. 


Mr. ROBERT MC BRIDE, President of ROBERT MC BRIDE AND COMPANY, 200 
East 37th Street, New York City, advised tha: his only contact with the 
appointee had been in 1937 at which time he had employed EDWARD GROFF CONKLIN 
as an Assistant. Editor. He said the appointee worked for him six months in 
1937 and resigned his position because he preferred to do free lance witing". 
He stated that he knew nothing concerning CONKLIN's loyalty, associates or 
organizational affiliations. He advised that the company had been located at 
116 East 16th Street, New York City when CONKLIN was employed there and that 
when they moved to their present location they had destroyed all the old records 
and, therefore, he would not be able to remember the exact dates of the 
appointee’s employment. 


Mr, THOMAS BURNS, Vice-President ad Sales Manager of DOUBLEDAY AND 
COMPANY, INCORPORATED, 9 Rockefeller Plasa, New York City, said he has knom 
EDWARD GROFF CONKLIN for fifteen years and believes he is a loyal American. 
He stated that his contacts with the appointee have always been on a pro- 
fessional basis and that he is not acquainted with any friends or associates 
of CONKLIN. He advised that CONKLIN had bem employed as a sales clerk by 
the company from 1929 te 1934 and had bem under his supervision. He stated 
he has not seen the appointee since 1942, but believes that he, CONKLIN, is a 
patriotic citizen of the United States, 


Mr. ROBERT S. CONLIN, Comptroller, DOUBLEDAY AND COMPANY, INCORPORATED, 
501 Frmklin Avemme, Garden City, Long Island, New York, furnished the personnel 
record of EDWARD GROFF CONKLIN, which reflected he had been employed at their 
retail book shope as a salesman from December 2, 1929 to September 8, 1934. 
During this period, he worked at their shops located at 57th Street md Park 
Avenue, 370 Lexington Avenue and the Pennsylvania Station terminal store and 
his home addresses were listed as 133 East 53rd Street, 27 West 9th Street 
and 658 Lexington Avemme, all in New York City. 


Mr. CONLIN said he had known the appointee during the years 1929 to 
1934 and that he believed CONKLIN had been a Comunist sympathizer, He stated 
that he could not definitely recall my statemerts made by CONKLIN that led 
him to this conclusion, mt he remembers that the appointee was always 
“advocating Socialism and championing the masses", He advised CONKLIN had been 
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argumentative and would “argue with anyone on the merits of Russia". He said 
CONKLIN seemed to relish the idea of being the "under dog” and always took the 
side favoring Russia. He stated that he could not say whetheor not GROFF 
CONKLIN was a member of the Communist Party, but that he felt quite certain 
CONKLIN was either a “fellow traveler or a Communist sympathizer", He advised 
that he had no actual proof of these statements inasmuch as fourteen years have 
’ elapsed since he was associated professionally with the appointee and has 
forgotten the names of former employees who heard CONKLIN argue on these sub- 
jects. He said he would not furnish a signed statement nor appear before a 
Loyalty Hearing Board. 


Mr, EDRARD DE LUCE, Bayside, New York, stated he formerly worked for 
the DOUBLEDAY AND COMPANY and recalls the appointee. He advised he is unable 
to coment on CONKLIN's loyalty because he was not personally acquaited with 
him and can not recall ever speaking to him, 


Neighborhood 3 


Mr. FRANKLIN MULL, Superintendent, 415 Central Park West, New York 
City, seid that GROFF CONKLIN had never leased m apartment in the: building, but 
had ocoupied one formerly leased by Mr. LEON POMERANCE. He stated that he could 
not recall the exact dates that CONKLIN resided in this apartment, but remembers 
that the first time was in the fall of 1942 ad again in the spring of 1943. 
He advised he was not persoally acquainted with CONKLIN and knew nothing concem- 
ing his loyalty. He said that the entire floor on which Ma. POMERANCE's apartment 
was located is now occupied by different tenamts and that no me now resides 
in the building who would imow the appointee, 


Mr, JAC WASSERMAN, owner of the apartment building located at 415 
Central Park West, New York City, stated that he did not know the appointee, but 
had known that on several occasions Mr. POMERANCE had permitted friends to occupy 
his apartment while he was away from the city. 


Mr. PHIL MUIR, desk clerk, Benjamin Franklin Hotel, 222 West 77th 
Street, New York City, stated his reoords reflected that GROFF CONKLIN had been 
a guest of the hotel from October 2nd to October 6, 1942. He stated he did not 
know the appointee. 


Mr. BEN WOLF, omer of the building located at 414 West 20th Street, 
New York Cyty, stated he purchased the building about three years azo and that 
all the old records have been destroyed. He advised that he does not know the 
appointee, 


Miss JEANNE GIFFORD, 414 West 20th 3t eet, New York. Gjty, said that. oe 
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she did not know the appointee and does not recall seeing his name on the mail 
box during the ten years she has resided at this address. 


Mr. RALPH H. CLEVELAND, 414 West 2th Street, New York City, stated 
he has resided at this address five years and does not know the appointee, 


Mr. JOSEPH MRIS, Desk Clerk, Hotel Colborne, 79 Washir.zton Place, 
New York City, said his records reflected that GROFF CONKLIN had been a guest 
of the hotel from July 8th to duly 16, 1942. He stated that he does not recall 
CONKLIN and that the records contained no further information. 


Mrs. ELIN JENSEN, Rooming House Proprietor, 46 West 53rd Street, New 

York “tty, said the appointee had resided in her rooming house for about six 
weeks 1 August and September of 1942. She stated that she knew nothing con- 
ceming his background or associates, but believed he was a loyal citizen She 
advised that he never had any "callers" and that he svent all his time in°his 
room writing for some publishing firm.. She said none of her present roomers 
would know the appointee as they have only been rooming there for the past year. 
She was unable to furnish the names of any of the people who had roomed here 

at the time CONKLIN had. 


Mr. H. HEITMAN, Superintendent, 63-69 West llth Street, New York City, 
said the present owners, the KEMNER REALTY CORPORATION, purchased the property 
two years ago and that there are no tenant records available for the period 
prior to their purchase. He stated he did not know the appointee, having 
become superintendent in 1945. 


Miss JEAN ADAIR, 63 West llth Street, New York City, advised she 
remembered the appointee as being a friend of PETER STEPHENS and his wife, 
HENRIETTA BUCKMASTER, who reside at 65 West llth Streef. She said the appointee 
and his wife had resided at 63 West llth Street for a few months in 1939 and 
that they had sublet the STEPHENS-BUCKMASTER apartment for a short period in 
1942. She stated that she had nom them by sight, but was not well enough 
acquainted with them to coment on their loyalty. 


Mrs, F. W. TIEDKE, 63 West 1lth Street, New York City, advised she 
recalled the appointee and his wife residing at this address some years ago, but 
that she did not feel qualified to comment on their loyalty. She said she had 
heard that the CONKLINS had sublet the STEPHENS-BUCKMASTER apartment about two 
months in 1942, but that she does not recall seeing them in the neighborhood 
at that time. 


Mr. G. HURD, owner of the building located at 110 Waverly Place, 
New York City, said he purchased this property about aae months ago and that 
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he has destroyed all the old records. 


Mrs, MARGUELITE TUCKER, 110 Waverly Place, New York City, advised 
that she has resided at this address since 1931 and that she recalled GROFF 
and LUCY CONKIIN residing here for about two years in the late 30's, Mrs, 
TUCKER said she believed the CONKLINs had rented rooms from a Mrs. B. W. SUITE 
who resided here until a year ago. She was wmable to furnish the present 
address of Mrs, SMITH. She stated that she was not personally acquainted with 
the CONKLINs and knew nothing conceming their loyalty. 


Mes. HELEN LANE SUICLIFFE, omer of the Helen Lane Restaurant, 110 

Waverly Place, New York City, advised she had knam the appointee slightly when 
he and his wife resided in the apartment of Urs, B. W. SMITH. Mrs. SUTCLIFFE 

added that Mrs. SIITH, who no longer lives at this address and whose present 
whereabouts are unknom, rented rooms in her apartment to many actors, artists 
end writers. She said she did not know the appointee sufficiently well to 
coment on his loyalty to this country. She stated that the personnel of the 
neighborhood has changed considerably in the past few years and that she and 
Mrs. TUCKER are the only ones remaining who have resided here since 1937. 


Mr. LOUIS WEISSBERGER, omer of the building located at 133 East 53rd 
Street, New York City, stated he has lived at this address for the past twenty 
- years and does not recall any tenant named CONKLIN. He stated his records, 
which included the years 1940 to 1948, failed to disclose the name of the 
appointes, He advised that he had remodeled his building in 1940 and that none 
of the present temmts have resided in the building longer than four years 


Mr. CHARLES LIEDL, Mrs. GOLEY CILLIS and Miss CORNELIA MAC ROBERTS, 
all residing at 658 Lexington Avenue, New York City, advised they have lived 
et.this address for six years, but cm not recall my tenant named CONKLIN. 


Mise HELEN THACHER, clerk in the real estate office of GEORGE SAUER 
AND SONS, INCORPORATED, 205 East 85th Street, New York City, agents for 658 
Lexington Aveme, saidier records failed to disclose any former tenant named 


Mrs, BILLIZ TERRELL, 27 West 89th Street, New York City, said she has 
resided at this address for three years and in the neighborhood for twanty 
years, but does not know any one named CONKLIN. 


Mrs. CARL PETERSON, 847 President Street, Brooklyn, New York, said 
she was the former owner of the apartment building located at 27 West 89th 
Street, New York City. She stated she recalls a “free lance" writer named 
CONKLIN who had “moved in" on one of her former tenants some years ago. Shke@.. 
advised that CONKLIN was not a regular tenant, but had been out of work at this 
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time so his friend had invited him to stay in his apartment. She said she 
knew nothing conceming CONKLIN's loyalty and could not recall the name of 

his friend. She stated she remembered CONKLI because he had used the type- 
writer at all hours of the night. She advised this happened some twelve years 
ago and that she was unable to recall any other information concerning CONKLIN. 


Mr. JOHN CALVIN, Clerk in the real estate office of HERBERTH AND 
HERBERTH, 460 Park Avenue, New York City, stated his records reflected that the 
ORT TRADE SCHOOL is occupying the building located at 318 West 57th Street, 

and fail to reflect that any portion of the building has ever been leased as 
apartments. 


Mrs. DOROTHY MURPHY, 180 Kings Highway, New Rochelle, New York, said 
that in 1926 her husband, now deceased, sold the property at this address to 
Mr, £E. 2 PRINGLE and in 1930 he moved away. She stated she did not recall the 
appointee or his family. 


irs. I. F. MC INTYRE, 180 Kings Highway, New Rochelle, New York, 
stated she has resided here five years, but has never heard of the appointee. 


Mr. GREG DILLION, 178 Kings Highway, New Rochelle, New York, advised 
he has resided at this address since 1933, but has never known any one named 
CONKLIN to reside at 180 Kings Highway, New Rochelle, New York. 


References: 


Mr. Ee tated Secrersty and Special Technical Consultant, 
Consumers Union o @ States, +ncorporated, 17 Union Square, New York 


City, stated that he has known the appointee since 1934 or 1935, and that the 
appointee had contributed literary efforts to various magazines on which Xr. 
MASTERS worked, ineluding "Tide" of which Mr. MASTERS was Editor. Mr. MASTERS 
stated that the appointee was a "New Deal liberal". In explanation of this 
term, Mr. MASTERS stated that while the appointee strongly recommended lezisla- 
tion of a social nature, mch of which has come to pass since, he was completely 
in favor of the American way of bringing about these chmges, md under no 
ciroumstances would he, MASTERS, consider the appointees, in the slightest, dis=- 
loyal to this country. Mr. MASTERS added that his contacts with the appointee - 
have been infrequent since 1942 when the appointee left New York City. 


Concerning DEXTER MASTERS it is to be noted that Confidential Informant 
New York City T-9, another governmental agency conducting intellizence inves}i- 
gations, advised that in 1937, MASTERS was a menber of the Executive Council of 
the League of American Writers. > ie a = 
ow b ie H 9. 
Confidential Informant New York City T-7, of nom reliability, said - 
that MSTERS was a member of the American Peace %bilization and the National 
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Council of American Soviet Friendship. 


The following information conceming DEXTIR MASTERS was obtained from 
the House Committee on Un-Aserican Activities report - Appendix IX, page 334: 


Listed as a sponsor of the Citizens Rally of the American Committee 
for Democracy and Intellectual Freedom, 


The American Peace Mobilization and the National Council of American 
Soviet Friendship have been declared by the Attorney General as coming within 
the purview of Rxccutive Order 9835, 


The Special Committee of the “ommittee on Un-American Activities, 
House of Representatives, in its reports dated June 25, 1942 and March 29, 1944 
listed the American Committee for Democracy and Intellectual Freedom and the 
Consumers Union as Communist fronts. 


. Concerning BRICE BLIYEN, Editor of the New Republic, it is to be noted 
that Confidential Informant New York City T-10, of knom reliability, advised 
in 1947 that BRUCE BLIVIN in-1929-had given a large amount of money every-year 
to the Commnist Party /-¥ ~,<r7v4.., 


“The following information concerning BRUCE BLIVEN was obtained from 
the House Committee on Un-Agerican Activities report - Appendix IX, pages 380, 
412, 514, 525, 535, 570 and 1374: Listed as member of the Committee of 
American Friends of Spanish Democracy; affiliated with the American League 
Against War and Fascism; affiliated with the American Student Union; affiliated 
with the American Youth Congress; member of the National Advisory Committee of 
the American Youth Congress; assoeiated himself with the defense of the well~ 
mown American Commnist, LAWRENCE, y and affiliated with the Non-Partisan 
Committee for the Re-Election of Vito Marcantonio, 


The American League Against War and Fasciem has been declared by the 
Attorney\General as coming within the purview of Executive Order 9835. 


‘The Special Comittee of the Committee on Un-Agerica Activities, 
House of Representatives, in its report dated March 29, 1944 cited the American 
Friends of Spanish Democracy, the American Student Union and the Non~Partisan 
Committee for the Re-Eleetion of Vito Marcantonio as being Communist fronts, 


Mr, JULIAN MESSNER, JULIUN MESSNER, INCORPORATED, Publishers, 8 West 

40th Street, New York City, stated he has known C(NKLIN professionally for 
a. 8 ee 
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fifteen years and believes he is a loyal American. He stated his company has 
published tw books by CONKLIN, "All About Houses" and "All About Subways". 
He advised that the appointee is a "liberal", but not a "radical", and that 
he would recommend him for a position of trust. He explained by beral" he 
meant a “New Dealer or 'Pro=Roosevelt man'", and by “radical” he meant a 
Communiste 


Concerning JULIAN MESINER, it is to be noted that Confi: wtial 
Informant New York City T-I1, of known reliability, advised in 1941 that JULIAN 
MESSNER was a menver of the League of American Writers. 


Confidential Informant New York City T-12, of known reliability 
advised in March, 1942 that JULIAN MESNR, 8 West 40th Street, New York City 
was a signer of a letter condemning the "Criminal Syndicalism Trials* and 
urging release of the Communist defendants, 


Mr, CRITCHELL RIMINGTON, Yachting Publishing Corporation, 205 East 
42nd Street, New York City, stated he first me the appointee in 1937 when they 
both were employed by ROBERT MC BRIDE AND COMPANY. He stated that he was not 
a personal friend of EDWARD CONKLIN and that his only association with him had 
been for a short period in 1937. He advised that he knew nothing concerning 
CONKLIN's background or present activities. He said that he did not desire to 
make any comments wegarding the appointee's loyalty. 


Mr JAMES FITCH, Associate Editor, Architectural Forum Magazine, 350 
Fifth Avenue, Néw-York City, stated that he has inom the appointee for approxi- 
mately nine years, od that his contacts with the appointee have been strictly 
social, Mr, FITCH advised that he has seen the appointee only occasionally 
since the appointee moved to Washingten,D. C. early in the 1940's. Mr. FITCH 
stated that he believes the appointee to be unquestionably loyal to this country 
and to its democratic form of government. 


Concerning JANES FITCH, it is to be noted that Confidential Informant 
New York City Tal3, another governmental agency conducting security investiga~ 
tions, advised in 1944 that FITCH was a member and Vice-President of the "Book 
and Magasine Guild", end represented Lecal 18 of the United Office and Fro- 
fessional Workers Association at the Second World Youth Congress. This Local 
is the Bock and Magasine Guild, He attended a meeting in 1940 at which EARL 
BROWDER, well-known Communist and foruer General Secretary of the Communist 
Party spoke, and is the signer of two Commnist Party nominating petitions. 
This Informant also advised that FITCH is an admitted Commnist. 
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The Special Committee of the Committee on Un-American Activities, 
House of Representatives, in itsreport dated March 29, 1944, cited the World 
Youth Congress as a Comaunist fronte 


Mr, LOUIS P. BIRK, Editor, Modern Age Books, Incorporated, 342 Madison 
Avenue, New York (ity, said he has known the appointee ten years, but only in 
a professional manner, He stated that he believed him to be one hundred per 
cant loyal to the United States and that hz would highly recommend CONKLIN for 
# position of trust with the government survice, 


Concerning LOUIS P. BIRK, it is to be noted that Confidential Informant 
New York City T#2 advised in April, 1941 that the Moden: Age Books, Incerporated, 
of which BIRK is Editor and Vice~President, has never deviated from the Commmnist 
Party line and that BIRK is the directing head of the firm. He also stated that 
LOUIS P. BIRK is very cloge to the Communist Party, 


The following information concerning LOUIS P. BIRK was obtained from 
the House Committee on Un-American Activities report ~ Appendix IX, pages 366, 
598, 647, 113 and 1383: Listed as being on the "National Board of American 
Couneil on Soviet Relations"; a committee member and sponsor of the "Citizens 
Committee for Harry Bridges"; a signer of the statement defending the Commnist 
Party; a sponsor of "Jewish Peovles Committee for United Action Against Fascisa 
and Anti-Semitism" and a signer of the open letter for "Closer Cooperation with 
the Soviet Union". 


The Special Committee of the Committee on Un~American Activities, 
House of Reprsentatives, in its report dated March 29, 1944 cited the American 
Council on Soviet Relations, the Citizens Committee for Harry Bridges; the 
Jewish Feoples Committee for United Action Against Fascism and anti~Senitian 
and the Open Letter for “Loser Cooperation with the Soviet Union as being 
Commniss fronts. ; 


Confidential Informant New York City T-14, of known reliability, 
advised in December, 1947 that LOUIS P. BIRK is a member of the International 
Workers Order. Thies organization has been declared by the Attorney General as 
coming within the purview of Executive Order No. 9835« 


Mr. BURTON C, HOFFMAN, Publisher, Dial Press, Incorporated, 461 
Fourth Avene, New York City, formerly of 432 Fourth Avenue, said he has knom 
CONKLIN ten years and believes he is a loyal American. He chated the appointee 
had written several articles which he had printed some years ago and that his 
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only association with him had been on a professional basis. He advised that 
he has not seen CONKLIN since 1942, but would be willing to recommend hin for 
a position of trust, 


Concerning BURTON C. HOFFMAN, it is to be noted that Confidenti 
Informant New York City T-12, advised in 1941, that BURTON C. HOFFMAN of Knights 
Publishers, 43° Fourth Avenue, New York City, wasa member of the League of 
American Writers. sks 


Mr, THEODORE IZWIN, Senior Editor, Farrell Publications, 420 Lexington 
Averue, New York City, stated he has known the appointee and his wife since 
about 1937 and that he was closely associated with the CONKLINS professionally 
and also as a neighbor between 1937 and 1942. He characterized the appointee 
as a “strong follower of Franklin D. Roosevelt, am avid New Dealer and a 
reguler reader of the magazine, 'The New Republic’, and ‘The Nation'", He 
added that the appointee was “strong for all social legislation and very 
"iiveralt in his views", which he explained "were similar to the ideas of the 
followers of President Roosevelt", According to Mr. IRWIN, the appointee lived 
during much of the 30's in the Greenwich Village section of New York City amd, 
coasequently lived among md had as his friends many "liberals" and persons 
whose views could be considered “leftist", He stated that the appointee numbered 
among his Greenwich Village friends one PETER STEPHENS attached to the British 
Library of Information and his wife, HENRIETTA BUCKMASTIN, an authoress, with 
“very liberal views". He advised that GROFF CONKLIN had done a great deal of 
research work in the field of civil rights and had collaborated with one 
LUCILLE MILNER, then Secretary of the American Civil Liberties Union, on several 
magatine articles concerned with civil rights which appeared in Harper's 
magasine and the American Mercury, He stated that during his association with 
the appointee he “had never seen or heard anything that would indicate that 
the appoirtee was in the least disloyal to this country". He stated that for 
abut two years, during the war, GHOFF CONKLIN had been employed as a writer by 
the Office of Strategic Services and that, he, CONKLIN, had never divulged any 
information concerning this orgmization which led him, IRWIN, to velieve that 
the appointee's loyaity and sense of security were wquestienable. He advised 
that the appointee had resided with friends in their apartments on several 
oceasions, but that he was unable to recall the addresses, 


Conceming THEODORE IRWIN, it is to be noted that Confidential Informant 
New York City T=15, of known reliability, arivised tiat IRWIN's name appeared 
in the active indices of the National Federation for Constitutional Liberties 
4n 1940. The Nationa). Federation for Constitutional Licerties hes been declared 
by the Attorrey General to come within the purview of Executive Order Noe 9835. 
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Mr, ANGUS CAMERSIN, Editor, CROWN PUBLISHERS, 419 Fourth Avenue, New 
Yor« City, stated he has known the appointee since 1940 and believes he is a 
loyel American. He advised that CONKLIN had been interested in publishing a 
book in 1940 and that they had discussed its“mcrits" om numerous occasions, 
but had decided not to publish it as there was no market at that time for the 
material CONKLIN had. He stated that he is a personal friend of the appointee 
amd that whenever CONKLIN is in New York City, they lunch together, He said 
CONKLIN is a “liberal”, but not a “radical” and that he would recomend him for 
confidential work, CAMERSON advised that by a “liberal” he meant one who adhered 
to the policics of the "New Deal" and was a follower of President Roosevelt and 
that by a “radical” he meant anyone who is a Communists 


Concerning ANGUS CAMERSON, it is to be noted that Confidential Informant 
New York City T-16, of know reliability, advised in December, 1947 that CAMERSQN 
is a sponsor of the "Committee for a Democratic Far Eastern Policy". 


In September, 1947, Confidential Informant New York Ca4ty T-17, of knowm 
reliability, stated that ANGUS CAMERSON is a member of the professional group 
of the Communist Party, and is also a member of the Board of Trustees of the 
Same] Adams Schoo] for Social Studies at Boston, Massachusetts, as well as 
being the State Chairman of the Progressive Citizens of America in Boston, 
Massachusetts. 


Confidential Informsnts New York City T-18 and T-19, of know reliability, 
advised that they have been associated with the Communist Party and that the 
Committee for a Democratic Far Eastern Policy is a Commrist front organization 
under the control of the Communist Party. 


The "World Telegram", a New York City newspaper, in an article on 
April 6, 1948, referred to the Committee for a Democratic Far Eastern Policy as a 
Communist fronts In am article on April 3, 1948, the above newspaper in referring 
to the May Dey March of Peace, an amuse) desonstration by the Commmist Party, 
listed the Democratic Far Eastern Policy as an organisation to be officially 
represented in the line of march of paraders,. 


The Sammel Adams Scheol has been declared by the Attorney General az 
coming within the purview of Executive Order 9835. 


Confidential Infonaants New York Caty T=-20 and T-21, of know reliability, 


who have been associated with the Communist Party, advised that in Deceaber, 1946, 
the Independent Citizens Committee of the Arts, Sciences and Professions and the 
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National Citisens Political Action Committee, together with several small, 
independent groups, merged to form the Progressive Citizens of America in 
December, 1946. These Informants state the Communist Party supvorts the Pro= 
gressive Citisens of America end has urged its members, on various occasions, 
to support this organization. 


Concerning Piles SIRPHRIS, it is to be noted that Confidential 
Informant New York City T-12 advised that PETER STEPHENS, 65 West llth Street, 
New York City, is a member of the League of American Writerse 


Mr. LXQN MEARSON, Hebrew Sheltering and ‘mnigrant Aid Society, 425 
Lafayette Street, New YOM City, stated that he has known the appointee for 

about twelve years, and that his cortact with the appointee had been both 
professional and social, Mr, MEARXN advised that he had lived in the Greenwich 
Village section for several years in the late thirties, and that he was a 

member of the same social groups as C.NKLIN. Mr, MEARSON characterised the 
appointee as a “Roosevelt liberal", but that is one who "strongly favored social 
legislation", and who was a member of the "liberal thinking groups” of Greenwich 
Village i: the New Deal era, Mr. MEARSON stated that he considered the appointee 
absolutely leyal to the democratic form of government and that he, MEARSCN, had 
never had any reason, even through close association with the appointee, to 
question his complete loyalty. Mr. MEARSON concluded by saying that he had little 
contact with the appointee since the latter moved to the Washington, D. C. area 
in 1942 or 19436 


Concerning LYON MEARSCN, it is to be noted that Confidential Informant 
New York City T-9 in 1942 advised that MEARSON signed a statement issued by the 
League of American Writers calling for the opening of a "Second Font", 


Mr. LEON POMERANCE, Manager, Forest Paper Company, Incorporated, 87 
Vandam Street, ‘NewYork City, stated he has known the appointee and his wife 
eleven years and has no cause to question their loyalty. He advised he first 
met CONKLIN throvgh mutual friends and has seen hig on numerous occasions 
concerning professional matters, He advised that in July, 1942, CONKLIN had 
subleased his apartment for one month while he and his wife were out of tom, 
He stated the. appointee was a "liberal", but definitely not a “radical”. He 
stated that by "liberal" he meant CONKLIN's political views were similar to 
those of the "New Dealers", He advised that he would recommend CONKLIN for a 
position of trust. 


Concerning LEON POMERANCE, it is to be noted that Confidential Informant 
[ who is acquainted with Commnist Activities in New York City, advised b7D 
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in December, 1946 that LEON POMERANCE is a member of the Executive Board of 
the "American Comaittee for-Spanish Freedom" and member of the "United American 
Spanish Ajd Committee", 


The Special Committee of the Committee on Un-American Activities, House 
of Representatives, in its report dated March 29, 1944, cited the United American 
Spanish Ajd Committee as a Communist front. 


Confidential Informant|__—| who is acquainted with Cormunist activities 
in New York City, advised that in April or May, 1945, the Secretary of the 
Americar. Comittee for Spanish Freedom stated the idea of starting the Committee 
had originated with the Commmist Political Association, and that an agent of 
the Commnist Political Association was active in urging the inception of this 
Committee. This Informant reported in December, 1945 that the Comittee was 
contimiing its campaigs on behalf of the Spanish Loyalists, especially those 
who were known C omminist members. 


The Communist Political Association has been declared by the Attorney 
General as coming within the purview of Executive Order No. 9835. 


Mr. EREDERIC. G. MELCHER, President, Dowker Publishing Company, 62 West 
45th Street, New York City, stated he has known CONKLIN thirteen years and 
believes he is a good, loyal American citizen. He stated his company had pub- 
lished one of CONKLIN's books, "How to Run a Rental Library" and, though lis 
only contacts with the appointee had been on a professional basis, he would 
recomnend CONKLIN for a position of responsibility. — 


Conceming FREDERIC G. MELCHER, it is to be noted that Confidential 
Informant New York City T-22, of mom reliability, advised in 1943 that MELCHER 
had been considered as a possible guest lecturer and form participant by the 

efferson School of Social Science organizing committee, 


The. following information concerning FREDERIC G. MELCHER was obtained 
from the House Committee on Un-Ame: ican Activities report - Appendix IX, page 
362: Listed as one of the committee of sponsors of the dinner-forum on October 
9, 1941 given under the auspices of the American Committee to Save Refugees, the 
Exiled Writers Committee of the League of American Writers and the United 
American Spanish Aid Committee. 


The Jefferson School of Social Science has been declared by the Attomey 
General as coming within the purview of Executive Order 9835. 
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The League of American writers and the United american Spanish Aid 
Committee have been described previously. 


The Special Comittee on Un-American Activities, House of Representa- 
tives, in its report dated October 5, 1944, referred to the "American Committee 
to Save Refugees" as a Communist front. 


Mr. BERNARD MY=RS, artist, 20 Perry Street, New York City, stated he 
has knom the appointee and his wife thirteen years and believes they are loyal 
citizens. He advised they were both "liberals" who had "lived in Greenwich 
Village during the depression years and that their social ideas were rather on 
the order of socialism®. He advised that while they were "liberal-minded", they 
were not "radicals" and that he was certain they were not Communists. Mr. MYERS 
explained by "liberal" he meant one who followed the doctrines of the New 
Deal; that "liberal-minded" was a term denoting a follower of President Koosevelt 
and that a "radical" was a Commmist. He stated the avpointee was a writer who 
"gathered much of his material and many of his ideas from the section of New 
York City in which he had lived", 


Tne following information concerning BERNARD MYERS was obtained from 
the House Committee on Un-Americm Activities resort - Apnendix IX, pages 574 
and 1101: Listed as a sponsor of Artists Front to Win the War and as a sponsor 
of the dence given by the “Artists League of America". These organizations 
were cited as Commnist fronts by the Special Committee on Un-American Activities 
in its report dated Marcha, 19K he 


43 
Conceming HERIETTA BUCKMASTER, it is to be noted that Confidential 
Informant New York City T-12, of known reliability, advised that HENRIETTA 
| BUCKMASTER was a member of the League of American ¥riters. 
\ 

; Confidential Informant who is acquainted with Communist \ b7D 
activities in New York City, and is able, advised that HENRIETTA BUCKNASTER " 
is a teacher and lecturer at the Jefferson School of Social Science, 


Confidential Inforsnt[ who is acquainted with Commmist acti- 
vities in NewYork City, and who able, stated in February, 1946.that 
HENRIETTA BOCKMASTER spoke before the Ben Davis Club and the Lincoln Douglas Club 
of the Communist Party at the Lincoln Douglas Clubhouse on February 17, 1946. 


The following information concerning HENRIETTA BUCKMASTER was obtained | 
from the House Committee on Un-American Activities report - Appendix 1x, pages . 
480, 576, 928, 941, 1531 and 1557: Listed as one of the sponsors of the 
comittee of women who sent messages greeting the woman of the Soviet Union; was 
a sponsor of “Artists Front to Win the War"; was listed as an instructor or guest 
lecturer of the School for Democracy in the January, 1942 catalogue; was a 
sponsor of the "Joint Anti-Fascist Kefugee Committee"; was a signer of the. 
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declaration of the "Reichstag Fire Trial Anniversary Committee" and was a 
sponsor of the Schappes Defense Committee, 


The School for Democracy, the Reichstag Fire Trial Anniversary Comittee 
and the Schappes Defense Committee were cited as Communist fronts by the Special 
Committee on Un-American Activities in its report of March 29, 194ke 


Mrs. LUCILLE MIINER, formerly Secretary to the American Cyvil Liberties 
Union, 170 Fifth Avenue, New York City, now a housewife, residing at 145 East 
Qand Street, New York City, stated she has know GROFF CONKLIN since 1939* She 
advised that in 1939 she was writing a series of articles on civil liberties 
in time of war and asked a friend of hers, THEODORE IRWIN of Look magazine, to 
recommend a good research man to aid her, He suggested GROFF CONKLIN and she 
advised that upon this recomeendation she employed CONKLIN for eighteen months, 
Sne further stated that she has not seen him since 1940 and that her only 
contact with CONKLIN had been on a professional basis. She stated that she has 
never heard CONKLIN make any remarks that would reflect on his loyalty and that 
she would “unreservedly recommend GROFF CONKLIN for any confidential position"e 


Mr. ERIC_HODGINS, Senior Editor, Fortme magasine, 350 Fifth Avenue 
New York Caty, stated he had been an Editor for Time magazine in 1942 and had 
employed GROFF CONKLIN as an editorial writer for about two monthse He stated 
his only contact with the appointee had been in 1942. He advised that CONKLIN 
was an intelligent and capable writer, but inasmch as he was not a personal 
friend of his and as he mew nothing concerning CONKLIN's background, he did 
not feel qualified to comment on appointee's loyalty. 


The following information concerning ALFRED He SINKS was obtained from 
the House Comittee on Un-Agerican Activities report - Appendix TI, pages 568 
and 978: Sinks has written for the "anvil" which publication was Renaged and 
edited by Comm:ists and wasalso a member of the League of American Writerse 


PHILLIPS, General Manager, Dial Press, Incorporated, 461 


Mr, -STDNEY_ PH 
Fourth Avenue, New York City, stated his records failed to reflect that the 
appointee had ever been employed by this company. He stated that a former 
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editor of the company, STINEHAMBERENL, also known as SIN EY,RUSSELL, had 
introduced him to GROFF C who was working on a book that he wanted pub= 


lished, He advised that he knew nothing conceming the loyalty or associates 
of CONKLIN and that his only contact with him had been on a business matter. 


Concerning DAVID ZABLODONSKY, it is to be noted that Confidential 
Informant New York City T-13 advised in September, 1944 that ZABLODOWSKY is 
well knom as a Communist and gave free support to the Soviets during the 
Moscow trials, and has been a scrupulously adhcrent fellow traveler for over 
ten years. 


Confidential Informant New York City 1-23, of known reliability and who 
is connected with a reliable publishing house in New York City, advised that 
DAVID ZASLODOWSKY was kmown among persons comected with the publishing business 
to be a member of the Commmnist Party. 


Confidential Informant New York City T-24, of known reliability, and 
who is employed in an executive capacity with a well know publishing house in 
New York City, stated DAVID ZABLODOWSKY was the leading figure in the Book and 
Magazine Union and had been its President for me or two years. This Informant 
further stated that ZABLODOWSKY had the reputation in the publishing field as 
being a member of the Communist Party. 


Confidential Informant New York City T-25, of mown reliability, stated 
that he has known DAVID ZABLODOWSKY personally for many years and has known him 
to be a member of the Commnist Party and to be "a Commmist of the vicious 
type". He also stated that ZABLODOWSKY was a member of the Leage of America 
Writers and was lnowm as the "Communist Party whip in the Book and Magazine 
Guild". The Informant also stated that ZABLODOWSKY was a member of the “Trade 
Union Unity League", which the Informant stated was “admittedly a Commnist 
Party instrumentality", actually being founded by the Communist Party with 
JACK STACHEL at its head. 


Confidential Informant New York City T-3 advised he was personally 
acquainted with DAVID ZABLODOWSKY as both he and ZABLODOWSKY were members of 
the Book and Magazine Guild and that this Guild was completely dominated and 
controlled by the Communist Party, and that ZABLODOWSKY looked after the 
Communist Party interest in the Guild. This Informant further stated that at 
this time it was taken for granted by himself and other members of the Comnunist 
Party that ZABSLODOWSKY was also a Party member, 
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The Trade Union Unity League was cited as a Communist front by the 
Special Committee on Un-American Activities in its report dated March 2), 


19446 


Concerning SIINEY RUSSELL, it is to be noved that on January 14, 
1944, Confidential ormant New York City T-26, of knom reliability, advised 
that SIDNEY RUSSELL was a member of the Commumist Party and that his Comminiat 
Party membership beok was 13361. 


Confidential Informant New York City T-27, of kmowm reliability, 
stated that SIDNEY RUSSELL was a member of The Intemational Worles Order, 
Local No. 817, 


Confidential Informant New York City T-12 advised that SIDNEY 
RUSSELL was a member of the League of American Writers, 


The International Workers Order has been declared by the Attorney 
General to come within the purview of Executive Order 98356 


Concerning BES<GHAHN, it is to be noted that Confidential Informant 
New York City T~9 advised that SHAHY had been cormected with the Graphic 
Section of the Office of War Information during the past war, and had been 
active in organising the Commnist-controlled Artist Union, 


The following information conceming BEN SHAHN was obtained from 
the House Committee on Un-American Activities report -Appendix IX, pages 580 
and 1075: Listed as member of Artists Union and a signer of the "Call for 
an America Artists' Congress". 


The following persons, either references or associates of the appointee, 
no longer reside at their last know address and/or their present whereabouts 
are unknown, 
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SIINEY RUSSELL, also known as SIDNEY RUBENREHL 
A. Y.°GCOLDSMITH t- 


SPURGEQHSELL of 
PETER_STEPHENS 

RES. D, WO HAMIDTAI 
HENRIETTA BUCKHADTF? 
EB. PRINGIE » 


ALFRED _H,_ SINKS 
We WADSWORTH WOOD 

DAVID. ZABLODOWSKY_” 
BEN SHAHN 


Mrs. A. F. GOLDSIITH, 144 Hast 24th Street, New York City, stated her 
husband died about a year ago. She advised he formerly operated a book store 
at 42 Lexington Avenue, New York City. She advised she did not know GROFF 
CONKLIN. 


Mr. FRANK RIELICH, elevator operator, 135 East 74th Street, New York 
City, said ALFRED H. SINKS is out of town and will not return until late in 
October, 1948 He stated SINKS had 1. ft no forwarding address. 


Mr. JOAN DE PHILLIPS, Superintendent, 396 Bleecker Street, New York 
City, advised that Mrs, BETSY HERZOG moved in 1942 and left no forwarding 
address. There is no listing for Mrs. HERZOG in the New York telephone direct- 
ories. 


Mr, FRANK GRAZIANO, Building “anager, 572 Madison Avenue, New York City, 
stated he has occupied the present position for twelve years, but can not recall 
any one named W. WADSWORTH WOOD being eaployed in this building. He stated the 
entire building was occupied by Hearst ‘ublications, 

Mrs, VERQUICA DANIELS, Payroll Department, Hearst Publications, 959 
Eighth Averme, New York City, checked the employment records, but could not 
locate any record for Mr. WOOD. 


The telephone directories for the New York area failed to reflect any 
listing for W. WADSWORTH FOOD. 


Education: 


Miss EILEEN DONOVAN, Clerk, Registrar's Office, Colurbia University, New 
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York City, furnished the record of EDWARD GRCFF CONKLIN, which reflected the 
followinz informations: 


4 
Born September 6, 1904, Glen Kidge, New Jersey; attended Glen Ridge 
High School, no dates given; attended Dartmouth College from 1923 to 1925; attended 
Harvard University from 1925-1926 and Columbia University from 1926 to 1927 where 
he received a Bachelor of Arts Degree. His address for the period 1926 to 1927 
was listed as 180 Kings “ighway, New Rochelle, New York. The record contained 
no information concerning his loyalty. 


. Miss DONOVAN said that the record did not indicate who his former pro- 
fessors were at the time the appointee attended Columbia University. 


Dr. NICHOLAS MC KNICHT, Dean of Student Activity, Columbia University, 
advised his records contain no information regardine the loyalty of EDWARD 
CONKLIN, He stated that he remembered the appointee attended Columbia University 
in 1926 and 1927 and that he had, at that time, considered him to be an average 
American boy. He stated that he has not seen the appointee since 1927 and, 
therefore, would not desire to make any comments concerning the appointee’s 
loyalty. 


Miss ANNETTE SCNDACK, University Records, Alumni House, Columbia 
University, New York City, advised that her records contained no information 
concerning the loyalty of the appointee. The records, however, contained the 
following addresses for the appointee from 1927 to the present; 123 East 53rd 
Street, New York City; 514 Second Street, N. W., Washington, D. C.3 5750 Ellis 
Aveme, Chicago, Illinois; R. F. D. No. 1, Fairmont, Alexandria, Virginia; 

658 Lexington Avenue, New York City; 420 Cymmins Lane, Chevy Chase, Maryland; 
289 Fourth Avenue, New York City; 110 Waverly Place, A ew York City and 180 Kings 
Highway, New Rochelle, "ew York. No dates were given. 


Miscellaneous: 


Tne records of the Board of Elections for New York County reflected the 
following information: 


Name Address Year Party Affiliation 
GROFF CONKLIN 688 Lexington Aveme, N.Y.C. 1933 Socialist 
GROFF CONKLIN 110 Waverly Place, N.Y.C. 1936 Blank 
GROFF CONKLIN 110 Waverly Place, N.Y.C. 1937 American Labor Party 
GROFF CONKLIN 63 West llth Street, N.Y.c. 1938 American Labor Party 
LUCY CONKLIN 63 West 11th Street, N.Y.C. 1938 American Labor Party 
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Concerning the American Labor Party, it is to be noted that the follow~ 
ing appears in a report of the Committee on Un-American Activities, House of 
Representatives, Second Session, dated.“ay 29, 1946, at Washin-ton, D. C.: 


"“anerican Labor Party 


"1, Support of the Commmnist Party to the above has been 
recognized by the appointment of a Commmnist to an 
official position in the city government. (Massacmsetts 
House Committee on Un-American Activities, report, 1938, 
page 356.) 


"2. Cited as a Commnist front by the Special Comittee on 
Pes Activities, March 29, 1944 (Pages 49,77 2153, 
189). 


It will be noted that the records of the Election Board were checked 
for all knom addresses of the appointee, but only the above mentioned registra- 
tions were located. 


The records of the Immigration and Naturalization Service, 70 Cclumbus 
Aveme, New York City, reflect that JICY CONKLIN, 110 Waverly Place, New York 
City, filed petition number 301594 in the United States District Court, Southern 
District of New York, on Jamary 4, 1938 and that she was admitted to citizen- 
ship on A 11, 1938. She had previously filed application for certificates 
of arrival and the preliminary for declaration of intention in 1936 as LUCY 
TEXPKIN. The records further revealed that her father's name was BORIS.PEMPKIN 
‘and her mother's name was BLUMB*TEMKIN, The records reflected that she was 
born in Wilma, Russia on March 25, 1905 and that she married EDWARD GROFF 
CONKLIN .on October 1, 1937 in New York City. She entered the Port of New York 
as LUISE*TIEMKIN on the SS NOORDAN, October 01, 1916. Her certificate number 
of citizenship is 4225738. 


The records of the Department of Health, 125 Worth Street, New York 
City, reflect that marriaze certificate number 22144 was issued October 1, 1937 
to GROFF CONKLIN and LUCY TEMPKIN. Their address was listed as 110 Waverly 
Place, New York City. 


The records of Confidential Informants New York City T-9 and T-13, govern- 


ment agencies conducting intelligence and security investigations, contained no 
information concerning the appointee, 
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The records of the New York City Police Department contain no arrest 
record for the appointee. 


The records cf the vredit Bureau of Greater New York contain no 
information concerning the anpointee. 


The following Confidential Informants, who are reliable and who are 
familiar with Commnist affairs in the New York are 


dvised they did not know 
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The investigation at New Rochelle, New York was conducted by 
Special Agent George R. Masset. 


The investigation at Garden City, New York was conducted by 
Special Agent G. S. Abrandt. 


The following investigations in New York City was conducted by 
Special Agent Albert H. Solomon, Jr.: Neighborhood investigation at 110 
Waverly Place, 63 and 65 West 11th Street, New York City. Interview with 
DEXTER MASTERS, JAMES FITCH, THEODORE IRWIN and LEON KEARSCN. 


The records of the Marriage License Bureau and of the Board of 
Elections, New York County, were checked by Special Employee Clinton Pollock. 


The records of the Credit Bureau of Greater New York and of Imi- 
gration and Naturalization Service were checked by Special Employee Ralph 
Mundy, 


The records of the New York City Police Devartment were checked 
vy Special Agent Avgust J. Micek. 


The records of MID were checked by Special Agent William J. Powell, 

The records of ONI were checked by Special Agent Jom J. McKenna. 

Re Washington Field teletype, dated September 1C, 1948. The follow- 
ing persons referred to in New York file 101-426, were interviewed and they 
advised they did not kmow GROFF CONKLIN: 

Mrs. ALICE HACKETT, Publishers Weekly, 62 West 45th Street, N.Y¥.C. 

Mrs. ELIZABETH LAWRENCE, Harpers Publishers, 49 East 33rd Street 

LISTON OAK, The New Leader, 7 East 15th Street, New York City 

DR, HERBERT SOLOW, 32 East 9th Street, New York City 

ROBERT A. SMARIDGE, Viking Press, 18 East 48th Street, N.Y.C. 

RICHARD ROHMAN, Amalgamated Clothing Workers Union, 45 Fifth Avenue 


NELSON FRANK, New York World Telegram, 125 Barclay Street, N.Y¥.C. 
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Mrs. PHILIP M. MANNE, 10 Downing St: e' 

The following persons were not available for interview: - 
Mrs. FIOREINCE BOWEPS (deceased) 

LEON DENNEN is in Europe. 

MAX EASTKAN is on an extended motor trip 


LEONARD BRIGHT no longer employed at 265 West 14th Street 
and the New York Telephone Directories fail to reflect 
any listing for him, 


The Committee for Cultural Relations with Latin America is no 

longer located in New York Cyty and a lead was not set cut to Claremont, 
California, present location of said Committee, inasmuch as the_files of the 
Kew York “‘ffice reflect that Washington Comfidential Informant |_| furnished b7D 
Washington Field Office with copy of a "supposed" report furnished by an 

loyee of AMTORG in 1938 to Japanese Consul in Los Angeles, California; 

was unable to determine authenticity or veracity of this list, a portion 
of which follows: 


"2, Controlled Organizations, Here are listed organizations con- 
tained in the Antorg records as receiving aid, finance, from Amtorg during 
the fiscal year 1937, together with the names of the agents who represent 
Antorg in making the payments. "Committee on Cultural Relations with Latin 
America - Herbert Herring, Director." 


"These listed here recelved regular and important payments ranging 
from $2000 to $5000 during the year. * 


The appointee's employment with the above Committee was given as from 
September to December, 1936. 


Confidential Informant New York City T-1 advised that the appointee 
had also made the following literary contributions. These articles and books 
have been reviewed and it was ascertained that they contained nothing perti- 


nent to this investization: 


"New Republic Anthology - 1915 - 1935" 
Eaited by GROFF CONKLIN, Dodge Publishing Company, New York, 1936 


"New Republic" magazine, October 23, 1935 
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A review of the book "Mistress of Mistresses", by E, R. EDDISM, 
page 312, written by GROFF CONKLIN, — 


"american Mercury" magazine, June, 1940 
An article entitled "Teachers in Wartime*® by LUCILLE MTINER and 
GROFF CONKLIN, page 162, 


"Harper's Magazine", October, 1939 
An article entitled "Conscience in Wartime" by LUCILLE MIINER and 
GROFF CONKLIN, page 503. 


"Harper's Magazine", Jarmary, 1940 
An article entitled "iijartime Censorship in the United States" by 
LUCILLE MIINER and GROFF CONKLIN, pg. 187 


"New Masses® magazine, June 1, 1937. A review of the book 
"False Security" by BERNARD J. REIS, pag@ 20, written by 
GROFF CONKLIN. 


‘New Masses” maesetne August 10, 1937. A review of the book, 
"attitudes Toward History" by KENNETH BURKE, page 26, written by 
GROFF CXIKLIN. 


according to Confidential Informant New York City T-1, further informa- 


tion concerning the appointee was set forth in the "Daily Worker" in its issues 
of Jmuary 30, 1937; Jamary 3, 1938 and February 12, 1941. Thorough review 
of these issues failed to reveal any reference to the appointee or his wife. 


The issue of January 3, 1938, in an article entitled, "What Has Your 
County Done in the Party Building | Drive", states that m individual named 
"TEMPKIN® (which is the appointee's wife's maiden name) of Branch 3, Section 
24, New York County Committee of the Communist Party, had collected ”$53.75 in 
the Communist Party fund-raising drive. The article did not further idmtify 
WTEMPKIN®, The indices of the New York Office fail to identify either the 
appointee or his wife as being connected with the Communist Party. 


Rebulet Aygust 1£, 1948. Rormer Confidential Informant 
was not reinterviewed in accordance with instructions contained in this letter. 
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CONFIDENTIAL INFORMANTS 


The Confidential intormants referred to in the report of Special 


New York City T-1 
New York City T=-2 


New York City T-3 
New York City T4 


New York City T-5 
New York City T-6 
New York City T+7 


New York City T-8 


New York City T-9 


New York City T-10 
New York City T-11 


New York City T-12 


New York City T-13 


New York City T-14 


Agent Melvin A. Thompson, dated October &, 1948 at New York, New York are 
as follows: 


Civil Service Commission 


= 


fF 
—— 


Info mant{ | 
ee 


Bureau of Special Services and Investigation, 
New York City Police Department 


Dees 


ONI, New York City. 
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& highly confidential source made available the 7 
diairies maintained by MARY JANE KEENEY for the 
years 1938to May, 1947. 


A highly confidential source mow to Special 


Agent L. 0. Prior. Report of Special Agent L.0. 
Prior, dated December 10, 1941 at New York, N.Y. 


A highly confidential source known to Special Agent 

J. 3. Gray. Report of Special Agmt J. B. Gray : 
at Oklahoma City, dated March 19, 1942. 

MID, New York City. 


Informant as | 
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CONFIDENTIAL INFORMANTS (Cont.) 


New York City T-15 


New York City T-16 


New York City T-17 


A highly confidential source known to 5S pecial 
Agent George F. Davis. Report of Special Agent 
George F, Davis at Washington Field, dated 


Letterhead of subject orzanization received 
through Confidential mailbox December 30, 1947. 


in letter dated Pie 
September 27, 1947 from Boston to Bureau. 


New York City T-18 Informant 
New York City T-19 Informant 
New York City T-20 Informan 

New York City T-21 Informant 


New York City T-22 


New York City T-23 


New York City T-24 


hew York City T-25 
New York City T-26 


New York City T-27 


A highly confidential source having access to 
office of ALEXAYDER TRACHTENBERG on October 16, 
1943. Knowto Special Agent Jerome M. Garland. 


now deceased) formerl 
of 
in report o eC. vent F, er at New fork 
City, dated June 17, 1943. 


same report as T-23, Publishers 
Weekly, 62 West 45th Street, New York City. 


a 


ho 
fumished list of names of CP members to Special 
Agent Robert W. Arthur which list had been found 
and tumed over to him. Report of Special Agent 
Robert W. Arthur, at New York City dated 
September 15, 1944. 
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Federal Bureau of Investigation 1 9 

United States Department of Justice ee ( ( 8 
EDSARD GROFF CONKLIN, aka Groff Conklin 
Appointee . 
National Cancer Institute, 
United States Public Health Service 
Federal Security Agency 
Bethesda, Maryland 
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Report of Speciel Agent Melvin A. Thompecn, 
Gated October 8, 1948, at New York, New York. 


Exhibit A = Photostatic copy of the book review dated 


March 1, 1938, ani of the appointee's letter — 
dated March 8, 1958. 


Exhibit B = Photostatic copy of "New Masses" dated 


September 28, 1957, = a book review by the 
eppointee of a volume entitled "... And Spain 
Signe, Fifty Loyalist Ballads", : 


Twentieth-Century 
Americanism | 


Tue Peopre’s Front, by Eart Browder. 
International Publishers. $2.25. 


THs is a collection of reports and 
speeches made by the general secretary 
of the Communist Party of the United States 
during 1936 and 1937; its importance lies 
in the fact chat it states the official position 
of the party during the last presidential cam- 
paign and the constitutional crisis which fol- 
lowed it. It must, therefore, he treated pri- 
marily as a political document, even though 
it makes interesting reading in and of itself. 
Its chief interest lies in the fact that it em- 
phasizes the new party line—a line which is 
in strong contrast to that of the period pre- 
ceding the Seventh World Congress of the 
Communist International and has been un- 
dergoing a process of development even dur- 
ing the short period covered by this book. 

It would therefore be easy to criticize the 
book and the line from the point of view of 
past utterances either of the party or the 
author, and even to find contradictions be- 
tween the reports and speeches of the begin- 
ning of the period covered by this book and 
those of a later date. 

But criticism is disarmed by the statement 
of the author in the “Foreword,” which 
frankly admits the contradictions, and in 
effect makes a virtue of their necessity. Says 
Mr. Browder: 


Our Communist policy represents a constant strug- 
gle to meet more adequately the problems of a rap- 
idly changing world. Every step we make in this 
direction is a “contradiction” of the position from 
which we stepped. Far from wishing to hide these 
“contradictions,” we would push them forward for 
the more serious student as the highest lesson we 
have to teach—the cause of change, its technique, 
its timing—the why, how, and when—in short, the 
process of history in the making and the role of 
political coneciousness therein. (P. 13) 


Leaving out of consideration a few minor 
pieces of an earlier date, and examining the 
party line as it has developed during the 
presidential campaign of 1936 and in the 
struggle over President Roosevelt’s Judiciary 
Reorganization Bill of the spring of 1937— 
to which the bulk of the matter here pre- 
sented is devoted—the book gives a very clear 
and most persuasive presentation of the pres- 
ent position of the Communist Party of the 
United States. This position is best stated 
by Mr. Browder in an address delivered at 
the Massachusetts convention of the Com- 


munist Party on September 19, 1937. This 
address is entitled Democracy aud the Con- 


stitution, and deals with the 
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The occasion of the address is significant, 
for it brings into organic connection the po- 
sition of the Communist Party on the ques- 
tion of the people’s front on the one hand, 
and on the Judiciary Reorganization Bill on 
the other. The connection may not be ob- 
vious, but it is there: the problem of the 
people’s front is not merely a problem of 
temporary alliances to meet a certain emer- 
gency but a basic problem of democracy, and 
it is the latter that was the true issue in the 
struggle over the Judiciary Reorganization 
Bill. 

Also, both the problem of the people's 
front in the United States and the constitu- 
tional crisis evoked by the Judiciary Reorgani- 
zation Bill, required a change of attitude on 


_the part of the left-wing parties in this coun- 


try toward American history, based upon a 
closer study of the development of our in- 
stitutions as the result of the country’s 
growth, the change of its economic structure, 
and the class struggles whereby it was 
brought about. 

The book here under review shows that 
the Communist Party of the United States 
has successfully effected this reorientation, 
and the left-wing movement may congratulate 
itself upon the result. For the change in- 


volves not only a sounder view of American 
history—in itself no mean accomplishment— 
but also a better approach to the solution of 
the practical problems with which we are 
confronted in the present economic and po- 
litical emergency. Perhaps the best way of 
placing before the reader the new attitude is 
to quote a few paragraphs from Mr. Brow- 
der’s address. Mr. Browder commenced his 
address with the following introductory 
statement: 


We are celebrating several anniversaries. Two 
hundred years ago, in 1737, was bern Tom Paine, 
destined to become the fiery tribune of the people in 
our revolutionary war of independence. One han- 
dred fifty years ago we received our United States 
Constitution, product of the revolution which had 
stirred the whole world, and representing a com- 
Promise between the conflicting interests which 
fought the war. Eighteen years ago wes born the 
Communist Party, the party destined to carry on 
and complete the work begun by Tom Paine, George 
Washinton Thomas Jefferson, and Abraham Lin- 
coln. (P. 235) 


Those who are familiar with the tone tra- 
ditional in the radical movement of this 
country with respect to our War of Inde 
pendence, and particularly toward the Con- 
stitution, will sit up and take notice—an.l 
some of them will probably wonJer whether 
the Communist Party has not gene “native.” 
But we are only at the beginning of the ad- 
dress. A little farther on Mr. Browder made 
the following declaration which must have 
startled and amazed some of our Rip Van 
Winkles: 


Last Friday [says he] I listened, in company with 
most Amcricans, with deepest interest and attention 
to the extraordinary speech of our President. There 
is not the slightest doubt that it expressed the deep- 
est desires and thoughts that unite the majority of 
the American people against the threat from Wall 
Strect and the Liberty League. I have no hesitation 
in declaring for the Communist Party and its fol- 
lowers, that with the central thoughts and the di- 
rection of President Roosevelt's speech, we are in 
Practical agreement, aud that on such questions eith 
which we disagree these are met questions for im- 
mediate practical solution. (P. 237) 


The italicized words contain the nub of 
the problem of the people’s front, and mark 
a revolutionary change in attitude from that 
which is traditional in the Socialist Party 
and to which the Communist Party itself 
adhered until a couple of years ago. In sub- 
stance that attitude was that the issue in 
every political campaign is Socialism, and the 
question for “i iate practical solution” 


Te is because of this that the problem of 
“immediate demands” was such a hard nut 
to crack for the Socialist movement of this 


these demands were ordinarily put there as 8 
sop to the right wing, and the platforms as 
a whole made it clear that these demands 
were of such minor importance as not to af- 
fect the problem of organization of the 
working class into a political party. 

Nor were the immediate demands, when- 
ever they were included, considered as hav- 
ing an organic relation to the bringing about 
of Socialisrn, except in the rare instances 
when the right wing managed to put over its 
philosophy which conceived the transition to 
Socialism as a gradual process, to be brought 
about not by means of revolutionary class 
struggle but through education or other 
“peaceful” means. 

That. clearly, is not Browder’s view or 
the view of the party for which he speaks. 
The Communist Party has not given up the 
class-struggle theory of social evolution or 
its conviction that the transition from capi- 
talism to Socialism must come about by rev- 
olution. The change of attitude is due to an 
entirely different circumstance—namely, the 
conviction that Socialism is not an immediate 
issue in this country, but that democracy ts; 
coupled with the conviction that democracy 
ts an absolute prerequisite to the introduc- 
tian of Socialism. 


The Communist Party [says Browder a little fur- 
ther on in his address] repudiates new as in the 
past, all theories or proposals leoking toward 2 fsr- 
cible imposition of Socialism or any utepia upon 
the majority of the people. We repudiate the “reck- 
levs resolve tu seize pnwer" hy any minority. (P. 
279) 


When this theoretical position is joined 
with the practical conviction that the people 
of the United States are not as yet ready to 
adopt Socialism, the necessary conclusion is 
that Socialism is not an immediate issue. 
And when you add to that the conviction 
that democracy is in danger in the United 
States, the inevitable result is that instead of 
organizing separately for tae purpose of ef- 
tecting the transition from. capitalism to So- 
cialism, and keeping apart from those who 
are not ready to undertacxe that task imme- 
diately, Communists must, while keeping the 
ultimate goal in view and doing everything 
tu bring it about, unite for the present with 
all these who are ready to preserve democ- 
racy. This is something quite different from 
the opinion of some Socialists that a farmer- 
labor party, or even a reformed Democratic 
Party, might give us at least something “on 
account” of a Socialist order; and Browder 
takes great pains to dissociate himself from 
those who adhere to such opinion. 

That does not mean that Browder under- 
estimates the value of the immediate reforms 
which may be brought about by reform par- 
ties, and particularly by a farmer-labor 
party. Believing, as he does, that the living 
conditions of the working classes and the 
people as a whole may be improved under 
capitalism, he is ready to codperate with all 
those who think Ekewise. And believing, as 
be also docs, that the Democratic Party is 


. # 


hopeless, notwithstanding anything thet ics 
reformist wing under the leadership of Presi- 
dent Roosevelt may desire to do, he 
strongly in favor of the organization of 
farmer-labor party as the only means of 
bringing that about. 

But there is one problem which is con- 
stantly before us which requires a united 
front—not in organization but in unity of 
purpose—and that is the problem of the pres- 
ervation of democracy. That problem must 
be kept constantly in mind, even while ef- 
forts are making for the bringing about of a 
labor party or a farmer-labor party. That is 
the problem that was involved in the Judi- 
ciary Reorganization Bill. Hence the strong 
support given President Roosevelt: by the 
Communist Party on that issue, while recog- 
nizing the shortcomings of the bill itself, and 
not overlooking the very important fact that 
President Roosevelt is not ready to do all 
that is necessary i order to safeguard de- 
mocracy in that quarter: 


In this fight [said Mc. Browder in an address de- 
livered May 26, 1937] the Communist Party has 
militantly taken its stand shoulder to shoulder with 
the organized workers and the forces of popular 
democracy, Without sharing any of the illusions 
about the efficacy of Roosevelt's policies to funda- 
mentally solve the political and economic problems 
of the country, the Communist Party recognizes un- 
qualifiedly that in this battle the forces of reaction, 
tascism, and war are concentrated more and more 
in the camp opposing Roosevelt's plan, while the 
forces of a popular demecracy, and first of all of 
the labor movement, are rallied in its support. In 
such a line-up there is but one possible place for the 
Communists, on the side of democracy. (P. 232) 


Which is good Marxism, as well as good 
politics. A word of caution is in order, how- 
evcr. Not being a comprehensive theoretical 
treatise, but rather the statement of a prac- 
tical program and a call to battle, this book 
of necessity stresses the immediate and over- 
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willful distortion 

but of terpretation by friends 
unless care is taken, in some way, to state 
explicitly what is only implied in this book. 
Particularly must our relation to the middle 
class be more precisely defined if we are not 
to be misunderstood. 

In the old days when the Socialist Party 
was the hope of the working class of this 
country, Robert Hunter—then high in the 
councils of the right wing of that party— 
insisted that the fight for Socialism was a 
fight of the people against the “upper four 
hundred thousand.” In a way, that was 
true: there can be no doubt of the fact that. 
insofar as relative advantages to be derived 
from the capitalist system on the one hand 
and the Socialist order on the other, there 
were probably no more than four hundred 
thousand adults—certainly no more than 
four hundred thousand voters—who were 
better off under capitalism than they would 
be under Socialism. And if everyone con- 
sulted his real advantage, all of the people 
should have been arrayed against the upper 
four hundred thousand. But in assuming 
‘that that was possible, Hunter entirely over- 
looked the way the world we live in actually 
works. And in making his belief the basis of 
a political program, he was giving the work- 
ing class of this country advice which, if 
acted upon, would certainly end in disaster. 

It is the merit of Marxian theory that— 
contrary to common belief and in opposition 
to the philosophy of “enlightened self-inter- 
est”—it stresses the psychological factors 
resulting from the way in which the world 
lives and works. Marxists know, and it is 
their duty to explain whenever possible, the 
factors which make people act contrary to 


‘their bet er interests and the practical con- 


sequence, which flow therefrom. It is un- 
fortunate that the nature of the book here 
under review did not make it possible or con- 
venien:: to go into this phase of Marxian 
theory and its practical bearing upon the 
policy to be pursued by the working class of 
this country. As a result we have statements 
like the following: 


Let the farmers and middle classas take a leaf 
from the book of the C.1LO., let them bring their 
Jeffersonianism up to date, let them join forces with 
the working class, which welcomes them with open 
arme—then truly, and only then, will democracy 
have created for itself some guarantees and strong- 
holds. (P. 242) 


This is true enough, and, in its context, 
well put. But unless care is taken to point out 
the difference, it might well be mistaken for 
the position taken by Robert Hunter, which 
led to the ultimate wrecking of the Socialist 
Party. This is particularly true in view of 
the fact that in the years which have elapsed 
since Robert Hunter's column in the New 
York Call was in vogue, the concentration 


__ of capital, and the “monopoly capitaliam” re- 


eulting therefrom, has grown apece, so that 
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considerably reduced in number. At a time 
when America’s 60 Families is an article of 
popular consumption and “SVall Street is the 
enemy!” a true slogan in the immediate 
struggle for democracy, it is very important 
that the concept “middie classes” be care- 
fully defined so as to distinguish between 
those middle groups upon which the working 
class may count as potential allies either in 
the struggle for better economic conditions 
or for the preservation of democracy, and 
those which must be considered definitely on 
the other side in either of these struggles or 


Ie is particularly important that we have 
no illusions on the score of the “little busi- 
nessman.” Whatever the real value of his 
stake in the capitalist system, the little busi- 
nessman can no more be counted on to be- 
come an ally of the working class either in 
the improving of living conditions generally 
or the preservation of democracy than big 
business itself. Business is business—whether 
big or littlh—as Mr. Roosevelt's recent: ex- 
perience with “little business’ has amply 
demonstrated. Indeed, if anything, little 
business may be expected to be more reac: 
tionary than big business—at least in inten- 
tion. Hf it is not always so in action, it is 
nut because of its more progressive attitude 
but because of its lack of power to do other- 
wise, 

In practice we must, of course, take ac- 
count of both intentions and power. But it 
would be a dangerous mistake for the work- 
ing class to assume that the impotence of 
little business to do evil is equivalent to a 
desire to do good. Ie is this basic error on 
the part of the German working class under 
the leadership of Revisionise Socialists that 
has made the ultimate disaster of Hitlerism 
possible. For, let there be no mistake about 
it, fascism does not mean merely big  busi- 
ness and its hired retainers. Whatever its 
ongin, fascism, and particularly its Nazi 
brand, ultimately rests on the broad shoul- 
ders of the propertied middle class and its 
professional retainers; and it would be dis- 
astrous for us to lose sight of this all-impor- 
tant fact. 

Nor is the situation basically different in 
this country, as the various vigilante and cit- 
izen committces amply demonstrate. Those 
do not consist entirely of hired retainers of 
big business, even though the initiative may 
be theirs. Notwithstanding the life and 
death struggle, economically, between big 
business and little business, the latter is 
completely under the intellectual domination 
of the former, furnishing the volunteers 
which are the really dangerous element in the 
vigilante and citizens’ committee movement 
—the precursor of American fascism. ; 

Nor can we ever hope to convert the lit- 
tle businessman—the mass of him—to a dif- 
ferent attitude toward the labor movement, 
by showing him the utter worthlessness of 
his stake in capitalism and the great value 
of what he is offered in exchange therefor. 
His psychology makes him absolutely imper- 
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follow certain lines of argument. 
this respect little business is, by and large, 
a much worse position than big busines—at 
least, than that portion of big business which 
lives on income and has no direct share in 
business management. 

It is true, of course, that in the actual con- 
duct of business the small businessman feels 
himself crowded by big business. But that 
does not necessarily lead him to the conclu- 
sion that he would be better off in a non- 
business world. Quite the contrary: it makes 
him tenacious in his fight for his business 
world, and the most that we can expect of 
him is an attempt to curb big business in the 
push which is crowding him out. That may, 
on occasion, align him on the side of democ- 
racy. But these occasions will be few and 
far between. And when the seductions of 
tascism come, with their promise of curbing 
big business and protecting little business, 
there can be no doubt as to which side he 
will be on. 

It is much to be desired that in its next 
official pronouncement—and it ought to come 
as soon as possible—the Communist Party 
should take occasion to make its position on 
this point so clear that there can be no pos 
sible misunderstanding. 

Louis B. Boupin. 


Hitler’s Road 
to War 


THe House THar Hitter Burt, dy 
Stephen 11. Roberts, Harper Bros. $3. 


T is difficult to characterize this book as 
a whole because some portions are ex- 
tremely shrewd and hard-headed and others 
are embarrassingly innocent and superficial. 
The best sections deal with Hitlerism and 


« @ne ihe 


Professor Roberts, a member of the history 
faculty at the University of Sydney, Australia, 
enjoyed unusual codperation by the Nazi 
authorities, even at the party headquarters, 
the Brown House in Munich, during his stay 
in the country from November 1935 to March 
1937. Despite this, he left Germany anything 
but an admirer of tlre present rulers or their 
regime. He left’ convinced that “the success — 
or failure of Hitlerism brings war in its 
train.” If the book has a message, that is its 
message. The basic dilemma of Hitlerism, as 
Professor Roberts views it, is this: “If he 
[Hitler] persists in the policies he has enunci- 
ated, he plunges Europe into war; if he 
abandons them, he can no longer maintain his 
position within Germany.” 

Coming down to cases, he saw, more than 
a year ago, that “the Austrian and Czech 
borderlands form the central axis of Euro- 
pean affairs” 23° that “in these frontierlands 
we have the real danger zone in Europe.” 
Practically without qualification, he dismisses 
Hiitler’s use of the “Soviet threat” as the ex- 
ploitation of a “bogy” and an examole of 
Hitler’s “eastern imperialism.” But it is en- 
tirely characteristic of the book that the sec- 
tion on Soviet-German relations should con- 
clude with blather about a future rapproche- 
ment between two countries because “a dic- 
tator may easily change his policy, even in 
the most unlikely directions.” 

It seems that when Professor Roberts left 
Germany, some sort of showdown between 
the army leaders and the Nazi party was in 
the air. “The most significant feature of 
present-day Germany,” he wrote, is “a notice- 
able move . . . towards the army.” He felt 
that the army influence grew markedly 
stronger throughout 1937, and he did not 
think it far-fetched “to imagine a Germany 
in which the army, retaining the Fihrer as 
a willing figurehead, will take control of the 
land.” To his credit, then, Professor Roberts 
did foresee some kind of change in the relation- 
ship between the two forces. Unfortunately, his 
estimation of the relative strength of the two 
was wrong: he expected the army men to get 
the upper hand. If we may judge from the 
rest of the book, this misjudgment was due 
to wishful thinking, typical of the conserva- 
tive Englishman, worried by Hitlerism but 
committed to its “appeasement.” 


no evil, speaks no evil, “All the brutal sides 
of his movement pess him by. The killings, 
the repressions, the imprisonments do not be- 
long to the world of his imagination.” Despite 
this romancing, the “blood purge” of June 30, 
1934 is described a8 9 cold-blooded orgy in 
which men were shot while working at their 
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“4 . 
tiven some fundamentals and many overtenes, 
but have treated only a limited phase of the 
Chinese revolution. In pamphiect form, Miff’s 
Hersic China is a concise history of the Com- 
munist Party's important role and furnishes a 
key to some recent developments. There has 
been no scholarly history like P. Miff’s His- 
tory of the Chinese Revolution which has not 
set been translated into English, Latourette 
and other historians who have accepted the 
thankless role of apologists for imperialism 
have thereby been precluded from recognizing 
the most important elements in the Chinese 
revolution, 

There has been a most urgent need for a 
work which avoids the shortcomings of the 
dull but scholarly history and the estremely 
Popular semi-novel. It is preciseiy this need 
which Harry Gannes now fills. His book 
1a chronicle and an interpretation of China's 
semi-colonial status. It begins with the opium 
wars of a century ago when China's inde- 
pendent national existence came to an end 
with the breakdown of feudal organization, 
and imperialism commenced to fasten upon 
the Chinese peuple the chains of semi-colonial 
existence, 

hen China Unites recognizes that China. 
waging her struggle for national independence 
and existence, is confronted with two princi- 
pal tasks: “the completion of both the anti- 
mpenialist revolution and the agrarian demo- 
cratic transformation of China.” The revolu- 
tion of the 1911 overthrew the Manchus, but 
tell short because it left these two tasks un- 
.camplshed. No organized class capable of 
tultilling them had yet come into existence. 
“The Chinese bourgeoisie was not yet suffi- 
cently cohesive and did not have the support 
ai the peasantry, while the proletariat had 
sot ceached manhoowd and could not stand 
ndependently.” 

The maturing of these revolutionary class 
turces Was greatly accelerated by the World 
War. The western powers with their hands 
tall elsewhere were forced to loosen somewhat 
their grip on China. The national bourgeosie 
seized this advantage to strengthen their po- 
sition, A native industrial class and a group 
ot modern bankers arose. Chinese coal and 
iron production doubled, and the number of 
cotton spindles nearly trebled. This, by the 
way, answers the favorite argument of apolo- 
gists for imperialism that foreign capital has 
brought about a degree of industrialization 
which the Chinese would never have accom- 
plished if left to their own devices. 

The war-time rise of Chinese industry and 
of the national bourgeoisie brought “an in- 
evitable increase in the size and strength of 
the modern Chinese proletariat.” The post- 
war period saw its organization into a power- 
ful trade union movement. . 

Another result of the war was a consider- 
able shifting in inter-imperialist relationships. 
Japan entered the war on the side of the 


allies to seize the German concessions in | 


Kiaochow and to take over the German Pa- 
cific colonies in accordance with a secret un- 
derstanding between Japan and the allies. 
Japan's accelerated plans, looking toward con- 
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Twenty-One Demands. 

China entered the war with the expectation 


that she would obtain return of the German - ti 


concessions in Shantung. She was betrayed at 
the peace conference, when the secret under- 
standing between Japan and the allies was 
brought to light. This treatment of China as 
one of the spoils of war gave rise to student 
demonstrations, Popular resentment, com- 
bined with a relative strengthening of Japan's 
imperialist rivals as a result of the termina- 
tion of the war, forced Japan to relinquish 
Kiaochow to China under terms of the Wash- 
ington Treaties of 1922, which also termi- 
nated the Anglo- Japanese alliance. — 

Another important aftermath of the war 
was the stimulus to revolution in China which 
resulted from the successful revolution in 
Russia. The end of Russian imperialism also 
had a profound effect upon inter-imperialist 
relations in China. The relinquishment by 
the Soviet Union of every concession, priv- 
ilege, and claimed right wrung by the czarist 
government from the Chinese people estab- 
lished a new kind of international relation- 
ship between China and her immense neighbor 
to the north. Pro-imperialist writers—includ- 
ing, doubtless, many reviewers of the Gannes 
book——will unceasingly contend that the 
Soviet attitude is indistinguishable from that 
af the imperialists and quite as unprincipled 
in its motivation. The Chinese people who 
have felt the difference in attitude in their 
daily lives can give the most convincing an- 
swer. 

The rise of Japan has increasingly threat- 
ened the imperialist interests of Britain and 
the United States in China. The sharpening 
of the threat of Japanese imperialism against 
China has reached the point where it menaces 
the national existence of the Chinese people. 
Their growing unity for resistance has there- 
fore been a revolutionary movement. Their 
victory over Japanese imperialism——if other 
imperialist countries do not act like Japan— 
will solve the main revolutionary problem of 
idlefeating imperialism in general. For, as 
Mao Tse-tung explains, “if China defeats 
Japan it will mean that the Chinese masses 
have awakened, have mobilized, and have es- 
tablished their independence. Therefore, the 
main problem of imperialism will have been 
solved.” 

To win the war it will be necessary to feed 
the Chinese people. Elimination of starvation 
will require at least a partial solution of the 
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created a split which ushered in a peried of 
capitulation and paved the way for Japanesc 
occupation of Manchuria, Jechol, parts of 
Hopei and Chahar, and increased economic 
penetration into many other parts of China. 
The movement for unity, which found dra- 
matic expression in the conciliatory settlement 
of the Sian affair and the release of Chiang 
Kai-shek from detention, has found its fruition 
in the present resistance of a unified Chinese 
people to Japan's undeclared war. 

It is extremely fortunate that Harry 
Gannes has written his book at this time. 
Only one or two important events were lack- 
ing to bring it right down to the opening of 
hostilities, notably the Trotzkyist-instigated 
assassination of General Wang I-che, which 
for a time threatened the Sian settlement. 

Some errors of detail—doubtless due to the 
imperative need of getting the book into the 
hands of the readers at once—must be noted. 
The first congress of the Communist Party 
ot China was held in 1921; not in 1924. An 
incorrect estimate of Manchuria as a source 
of cotton and wool is rectified elsewhere in 


the book; Japan's disappointment on this 


score is one reason for the advance into 
North China. 

Because of its analysis of the fundamental 
forces of the Chinese revolution, and its pro- 
portion and selection of material, When China 
Unites will not only fill a long-felt need, bur 
will serve to inform American opinion and 
lead it to intelligent action. Exeellently 
drawn maps by Julius Loeb enhance the 
book's value. R. A. Hows. 


Songs from the Trenches 


. . « And Spain Sincs) Fiery Lovat.ist 
Batians. Edited by M. J. Bernadete and 
Rolfe Humphries. Vanguard Press. $1. 


HIS little book of loyalist ballads is 
noteworthy not only as a specimen of 
the brilliant poetry which comes from the pens 
of genuine anti-fascist fighters in Spain, but 


are actually means of direct spiritual commu- 
nication bctween people, means of exhorta- 
tion, means of sharpening the perception of 
peuple, so that they, reading these verses, can 
see more clearly the things of most immediate 
concern to them. 

One of the valuable things that can be 
learned from this book is the efficacy of the 
ballad form in putting spiritual and emotional 
concepts into an easily assimilable form— 
especially as this applies to satire. There are 
sume really pungent satirical verses in this 
collection, in a mode which Americans seem 
more or less to have abandoned. But it is 
handled superbly in a round dozen of the 
verses, 

Another and even move crucial lesson is 
embodied in... fad Spain Sings: and that 
i> the lesson of simplicity. One can make no 
plea for simplicity as a universal poetic canon, 
but it docs remain that for a poetry of the 
peuple, the extremely direct and unaffected 
style of the Spanish ballads is something to 
be admired and aimed at by our proletarian 
poets. 

The combination of these merits—including 
the very definite merit of the effect of numer- 
ous skilled hands working on the different 
translations—has made for a book alive with 
the vitality of loyalist Spain. I can think of 
no other work of art recently come from that 
country, which would serve so well as an in- 
troduction to the issues on which the war is 
being fought and the ends which the loyalists 
have in niind. In addition to being a remark- 
ably fine book in its own right, it should be 
noted that all royalties earned by .. . And 
Spain Sings are to be given to the North 
American Committee to Aid Spanish De- 
mocracy. Grorr CoxnkLin. 


Heroes of the North 


40,000 AGAINST THE Arctic, by H. P. 
Smelka. William Morrow & Co. $3.50. 


Me Smoxtka’s book is essentially an 
unself-conscious log of a journey 
through an exciting new land, written by a 
very observant traveler, who was interested 
primarily in obtaining information for himself 
rather than for a public. 

A young English journalist, endowed with 
the scepticism characteristic of his profession, 
Mr. Smolka was turned loose in the Soviet 
Arctic to answer his own questions for him- 
self. Otto Schmidt, administrative head of 
the entire Soviet North, gave him « “‘docu- 
ment” which entitled him to travel at will 
through the Arctic regions now being devel- 
oped under Schmidt's administration. Smolka 
went by rail from Leningrad to Krasnoyarsk 
in the center of Siberia, and thence by air 


nickel, formerly one of the few deficit metals 
of the Soviet Union, at Norilsk. 

In the new cities of the North, Smolka met 
pioneers of the Soviet Union. Some he found 
to be motivated by hope of what the future 
would produce in the Arctic to enrich the 
country. Others just had the Arctic “in their 
blood.” He also met prisoners, exiled kulaks 
and political exiles, working out their sentences 
in the North. Some of his most interesting 
impressions were drawn from the stories of the 
native peoples who are just being intro- 
duced to modern life. 

On leaving the new industrial centers, 
Smolka saw how the Soviet Union is at last 
freeing trade, flowing north on its great rivers, 
from the barriers of ice which have previously 
dammed it up. He traveled on an ice-breaker. 
convoying a number of freight boats through 
the ice. He flew in one of the planes, scout- 
ing for paths through the maze of floating ice, 
a maze through which even an_ ice-breaker 
often cannot cut without guidance from the 
air, At Dickson Island he visited the radio 
center of the North, which codrdinates all the 
phases of the attack on the Arctic and supplies 
scientific data of all sorts. Finally, he left the 
Arctic in an ordinary merchant vessel carry- 
ing goods from the Soviet North to the out- 
side world, the final product of victory by the 
forty thousand against the Arctic. 

Smolka has written. down his impressions 
much as if he were writing home to his family, 
who knew where he was going and what ques- 
tions he wanted answered. This makes for a 
fast-moving, vivid account, with snatches of 
factual information picked up in interviews, 
short biographical sketches gleaned from con- 
versations, and excerpts translated from books 
and newspapers which he saw on his trip. 
These bits are never pieced together to give 
the full pattern of Arctic development, show- 
ing the reasons for it, and picturing the vast 
network of codrdinated activities, which alone 
makes this possible at a minimum cost of 
men and materials. Likewise the speed 


the search for Levanevsky, was one of Smolka’s 
acquaintances, but all that the reader learns 
of him is that Smolka liked him. In fact, 
Smolka's treatment of the Arctic itself is bet- 
ter than his description of the people he met. 

Likewise it is unfortunate for those inter- 
ested in the Arctic that Smolka had to spend 
so much time laying the ghosts of the bogey- 
men which harass so many people who have 
not visited the Soviet Union—the bogeyman 
of “being shown only what they want you ta 
see,” the bogeyman of the inhuman treatment 
uf political prisoners, the bogeyman of lack of 
food and clothes. 

Roth the strength and the weakness of this 
book lie in the fact that it is Mr. Smolka’s first 
book on the Soviet Union. So much of it is 
occupied with questions which apply generally 
to the Soviet Union, that those aspects which 
are peculiar to the Arctic are deprived of their 
deserved attention. But, for the same reason 
grou Against the dretic, thourd a very in- 
complete account of the vast work being done 
under Schmidt's administration. ‘s a fascinat- 
ing introduction to the whole Soviet Union 
throuch it. most exciting entrance, the North. 

Jane Forrest. 


Stars and the Gutter 


Tue Deetus axp tHe Heints. dy Jules 
Romains. Alfred 4d. Knopf. 33. 


ERTAIN things have been said bath by 
this reviewer and others about Jules 
Romains's Men of Good Will series, of which 
this is Volume VI (Volumes XI and XII in 
the French edition), which need not be said 
over again. For one thing, there is—or rather 
was—the question of a possible fascist ten- 
dency in the earlier volumes; but Jules Ro- 
mains has long since shown that he is anything 
but a fascist, that he is, indeed, upon occasion. 
a fearless fighter in the cause of anti-fascism. 
Another question, a more pertinent and per- 
sistent one, which neither author nor critic can 
very well avoid, has to do with the degree of 
achievement of the novelist’s announced aim, 
that of giving us a portrait of a society. This, 
too, has been considered by reviewers in the 
past; but it must be considered afresh as each 
new volume comes to hand. 

‘There is one difficulty here—a difficulty that 
is similarly encountered in connection with 
Roger Martin du Gard’s novel sequence, Les 
Thibauits, covering the same period—and that 
is, the size of the author's canvas and the con- 
sequent minuteness of his portraiture, which 
may at times result in an impression of trivial- 
ity. The best that one can do is to attempt 
to judge the detail, while realizing that Ro- 
mains does not have as yet the finished picture, 
and is not even aware precisely what the 
dimensions are to be. 

Proceeding upon such a basis of judgment, 
the present reviewer has been led te wonder 
mere than ence an to how well the “portrait of 
a society” was shaping up. It has seemed often 


“The People’s Frent” 


To tun Naw Masons: 


J WISH t sbject strentously to some of the 
statements made by Mr. Beedia in his review of 
Browder's The Peopic's Front. Wt seems to me that 
there is a sizeable serics of misconceptions in the 
later part of his review. 

Briefly they are an follows: 

1. That Rebert Hunter's theories had anything 
like as much to do with “the ultimate wrecking of 
the Socialiat Party” ae Boudin says, It simply is 
not true that it was Hunter's stand “which led to” 
chat wrecking. Many other factors were involved, 
the largest of which were right wingism, Ameri- 
can exceptionalism, and anti-Sovietism, together 
with the anti-political bias of syndicalist sections of 
the party and the pro-war policy of 1917. 

2. On the question of the “little businessman,” 
How can Boudin be so mechanical? (a) He seems 
to take the conference of “little businessmen” in 
Washington at face value, which is ridiculous. 
(b) He does not define, generally, the term “tlit- 
ale busincesman.” And (c) he forgets completely 
the fact that the litle businessman in most cases 
is useful in the class struggle. 

Who were the “little businessmen” at the Wash- 
ington conference? How little were they? What 
kind of tittle businessmen were they? Were they 
manufacturers of merchants? Who selected them? 
To every thinking progressive that conference 
smelied to high heaven of special selections by big 
business, and even of prearrangement. Where were 
the storekcepers of Akron? The merchants of Penn- 
sylvania’s coal towns, etc.? To accept that confer- 
ence as the voice of little business is simply to fall 
into the trap of pessimism which that conference 
had se carefully set. 

Who is the littl businessman Boudin refers to, 
anyhow? Are all little businessmen “volunteer re- 
tainers of big business?” Are we then to take 
the position that we cannot work with any but 
the working clam? To arraign the whole small 


ian aa the Mormons! One never categorizes that 
way. The little businessman falis into a hundred 
and one different categories according to his busi- 
ness, its location the strength of the working-class 
movement in the town of his business, etc. 

And as to the taxation angle, it is obvious to 
all chat the plaint of little busi 
is wholly correct, whereas that of big business 
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More on “The People’s Froat” 


To rua New Mase: 


TH review of Earl Browder's The People’s 
Freat by Louis B. Boudin in your issue of 
March 1 was as provocative as it was puzzling. 
There was much in the review with which Com- 
munists are in agreement. It was strange, however, 
to find Mr. Boudin end his review on a note en- 
tirely at variance with the iundamental theoretical 
bases of the people’s front. From the rest of his 
review, it would appear that Mr, Boudin is in sub- 
stantial agreement with Mr. Browder on the need 
for a people's front; despite this, the last fifth 
of the review actually curs the ground bencath 
practical efforts to realize it. 

Mr. Boudin chose to conclude his review with a 
long, and not entirely relevant, section on the 
“linle businessman.” His viewpoint, in its most 
extreme form, assumes that little business “may 
be expected to be more reactionary than big busi- 
ness—at least in intention.” Little business, then, 
is not more reactionary than big business only 
because it lacks the power. 
case almost entirely on psychological grounds; only 
in passing, as a sort of grudging concession, does 
he admit that “in the actual conduct of business 
the amall businessman feels himself crowded by 
big business.” But, concludes Mr. Boudin, this 
makes him all the more tenaciously reactionary and 
the inevitable supporter of fascism. 

All this, if true, would be discouraging. But 
it is mot true, at least, not in the absolute form 
presented by Mr. Boudin. Certainly the lidle 
businessman is more susceptible to fascism than are 
the workers or professional groups. But “more 
susceptible” must be understood with conditions. 
If the labor movement is firm and united, the 
little businessman will be jess, rather than more 
susceptible, If a people's front policy is Acxibly 
and correctly carried out, he will be less, rather 
than more susceptible. It is only when the “se- 
ductions” of big business are not adequately ex- 
posed for what they are worth, when the labor 
movement iteclf, cither through disunity or confu- 
sion, ia not able te stiffen the spine of the middle 
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Mr. Boudin rests his - 
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fe Jest os much deager in exeggerating the little 
buniacsemen's progrenive character ss his reaction- 
ary character, The first leads to disillusionment; 
the second leads to surrender. To assume that the 
mass of little businessmen are fost to the fascises 
under any and all conditions makes impossible that 
people’s front against fascism which must reach 
from the basic layers of the working class to all 
those, including the little businessmen, who feel 
themselves “crowded by big business.” 
New York City. Rosear Starx. 


Journalistic Ethics of the “Post” 


To tHe New Masses: 
TH questionable journalistic ethics of the New 
York Pest in its recent handling of news from 
the Soviet Union contronts American progressives 
in the East with a serious problem. Despite not 
infrequent lapses, such as its call for the incorpora- 
tion of trade unions, the Post was without ques- 
tion the afternoon newspaper that liberals most 
frequently turned to for accurate news and pro- 
gressive policies. 

But the malpractices of the Post in its handling 
of the already famous Stalin letter to the Young 
Communist Ivanov indicate a turn that must be 
properly evaluated. To get the full flavor of what 
the Pest did, one must carefully follow the differ- 
eat versions of the story that appeared in the same 
edition of the Pest of February 14. The early press 
run of the night edition (the firse daily edition) 
had the following two banner headlines: “Fascism 
Wins Hold in Canada" and below it: “Stalin Calls 
World Labor to Defend Soviet.” Then followed a 
two-thirds column A.P. dispatch with a very sober 
acesunt of the Stalin-Ivanow exchanze, including 
tis sentence: “He (Stalin) failed to mention Com- 
munism, however, or advocate the overthrow of 
capitalism in other countries.” 

Betore that night edition had cumpleted its press 
run, however, the Post had received the U.P. ver- 
sion of the stury and prweeded to do an aimost 
unprecedented tning in journalistic history. It re- 
set the entire first page, put on the following two- 
line streamer headline: “Stalin Calls on World Labor 
to Prepare for Revolution,” and apparently changed 
the U.P. story itself so that it is unrecognizable 
when compared with the U.P. story that appeared 
in other papers («f. the News or the Mirror, 
neither of which tried to develop a Soviet-scare out 
of Stalin's letter). So we have two night editions 
of the Post of February 14! Why the unseemly 
haste? We reserve answer on that. 

Was there a really significant difference in the 
A.P. and U.P. stories? The Post saw one, espe- 
cially in the translation of certain grammatical 
forms. The U.P. dispatch as printed in the Post 
gave the following version of one important para- 
gtaph (the italies are mine): “He must aleo in- 
crease and strengthen international proletarian ties 
of the working class of the U.S.S.R. with the work- 


couneries tc the working class of our country in case 


But in reality that was sef what Stalin wrote. 


Ou this both the complete text of the letter as 
published im the Daily Worker of February 17 
aad the AP. dispatch of February 14 as it ap- 
peared im the Post (first night edition) and the 
Herald Tribune agree. The Daily Worker text 
reads: “The internations! proletarian ties between 
the werking clean of the U.S.R. and the working 
clam in bourgesis countricn want de strengthened; 
the politionl avslsthace of the working clam in the 


DECLASSIFICATION AUTHORITY DERIVED FRO. 
RI AUTOMATIC DECLASSIFICATION CUIDE 4 ; 
DATE 05-16-2023 BY. [ f b6 


f =) ia. ; b7Cc 
of | 010470 | 
uaa FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
Wea cias Gnitwavas at BUREAU cs mano, 121-29 
a concn, Dp. C. /48 "KENNERLY CORBETT. EKYsyy 
- “REWARD r GONKLD ) 16 21-235 510/5, CHAMACTER OF CAME ie 
M4 - aka Groff parlta. Appointee, — (he LOMALTY OF covERIneart DAPLOYEES 


OL y Hational Cancer Institute, U. S. Public Health 
bervice, Fejeral Security Agency, - 

P| SvNOPSIS OF FACTS: : ‘ 

oe: y i * 


Z EDHARD GROFF CONKLIN born September 6, 1904, Glen Ridge, — 
New Jersey. Employed in governzent in Washington, D. C. 
‘ intermittently, 1939 to present, by Federal Home Loan aa / 
aay ‘Bank Board, U. S. Maritime Commission, Office of Strategic - A v 
\ Services, Senate Committee on War Time Health and Zducation, i 
3 and U. S. Public Health ce. Reliably reported close 
Rs associate of CHARIES CX 
in a Soviet espionage ¢ 
associate of MARY JANE, 
‘RICHTER, and many 
5 unist front organizations, CONKLIN was one of origins! 
‘incorperators ef Tewuement Cooperative Housing Inc. Other 
incorporators included persoms active in various Communist 
Party and front organisations. Neighbors and fellow employees 
generally do not question appointee's lcyalty. No record ag re 
of CONKLIN at HCUA er Special Investigations Squad of he 
Metropolitan Police Department. Investigation conducted A 
ty CSC aad Military District . Washington, Credit not 


q g 01047: 


EDWARD GROFF CONSLIN 

aka Groff Conklin, appointee 

National Cancer Institute 

U. S. Public Henlth Service . 
. Federal Security agency 


October 11, 1918 


I. PERSONAL HISTORY 


EDWARD GROFF CONKLIN was born September 6, 1904 in Glen Ridge, 
New Jersey. He attended Dartmouth College from 1923 to 1925, Harvard from 
1925 to 1926, and Columbia University froa 1926 to 1927, receiving a B.A. 
degree in 1927 at Columbia University. He has been employed as follows: 


7-27 to 3-28, unemployed -- practicing writing. 

3-28 to 7-28, book seller, John Day Company, New York City. 

7-28 to 11-29, not employed. 

11-29 to 9=331, book store clerk and night manager ~ Double Day Company, 
Rockefeller Center, New York City. 

9-34, Esquire Magazine, 919 Michigan Avenue, Chicago, Illinois. 

10-3 to 2-36, Assistant Editor, University of Chicago Press, Chicago, Ill. 

2=36 to 9=36, employed by self editing Anthology, 110 Waverly Place, NYC. 

9-36 to 12=36, Executive Secretary, Committee for Cultural Relations with 
Latin America, New York City. 

2-37 to 6-37, Editor in Chief, Robert McBride and Company, E. 15 Strect, NYC. 

7=37 to 9-39, employed by self - writing, 63 W list. NYC. 

9=39 to 4-lO, Consultant, U. S. Bureau of Census, Yeshington, D. C. 

4-0 to 9-40, Technical Assistant, Federe?. Home Loan Bank Board, Washington, D.C. 

9=40 to 1-41, Deputy Chief, Information /;ivision, U. S. Maritime Commission, 
Washington, D. C. 

2-1 to 5-42, President and General Manager, Tauxemont Home Builders Inc., 
Alexandria, Virginia. 

6-2 to 8-42, Time Book Reviewer, Time Inc., NYC. 

8-2 to 6-43, employed by self - free lance writing, etc., Washington, D. C., 
and 


NYC. 
6-43 to 3-45, Senior Presentation Editor, Presentation Division, Office of 
Strategic Services. 
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helS to 11-45, War Production Board (on loan to Senate Committee on War 
Time Health and Education). 

1-45 to 4-6, U. S. Public Health Service (on loan te the Senate Committee 
on War Time Health and Education). 

L-l6 to 9-47, Office of Technical Services, U. S. Department of Commerce, 
Washington, D. 

9~7 to 6-48, employed by self - free lance writing. 

6-18 to present, National Cancer Institute, U. S. Public Health Service, 
Feceral Security Agency, Bethesda, Maryland, as Consultant. 


Mr. CONKLIN has discontinued the use of his fir. 
is known as GROFF CONKLIN. He is married to LUCY KIN: 
born in Poland. They reside at 51) 2nd Street, N/'W., Washington, D. C. 
In his present position, Mr. CONKLIN has no supervisory duties. 


The above personal history is based on Mr. CONKLIN'S personnel files 
at the Lepartment of Commerce and the Federal Security Agency. 


TI. BASIS FOR INVESTIGATION 


An application filed by GROFF CONKLIN with the Office of Technical 
Services, Department of Commerce, dated September 11, 1945, listed among other 
references the name CHARLES C. KRAMER, Senate Subcommittee on War Time Health 
and Education. 

Washington T-1, a know reliable informant who was a former meuber - 
of the Communist Party and who has furnished considerable reliable inforsation 
te the Federal Bureau of Investigation, has advised that CHARLES C. KRAWER was 
involved in a Soviet espionage conspiracy which operated in Washinzton, D. C. 
and New York during the early 1910's. 


Washington T-1 did not desire to testify or to furnish a signed 

statenent. 
i 

Washington T-2, a former member of the Communist Party who has 
furnished considerable reliable information to the Federal Bureau of Investiga- 
tion, advised that CHARLES C. KRAMER was a member of a Communist Party under- 
ground group operating in the government in Washington, D. C. during the 
middle 1930's. 


Washington, T=-2 did not desire to testify or give a signed statement. 
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II. RESULTS OF INVESTIGATION 


Washington T-3, a imown reliable informant, stated that Mr. CONKLIN 
was in contact with CHARLES C. KRAMER on several occasions from the winter 
of 1946 until June of 1916. The informant advised that Mr. CONKLIN has been 
a visitor in the home of CHARLES C. KRAMER. This informant stated that Mr. 
KRAMER was at one time a supervisor of Mr. CONKLIN on the Senate Committee 
on War Time Health and Education, but that Mr. CONKLIN has been in contact with 
Mr. KRAMER since he ceased eaployzent with that Committee. 


+ 
Washington T-3 did not desire to furnish a signed statenent or 
testify before a Loyalty Hearing Board. 


Personnel records at the U. S. Bureau of the Census, now maintained 
by the National archives, reflect Mr. CONKLIN was appointed as a Consultant 
on a "when actually employed" basis in the Public Relations Division, U. S. 
Bureau of the Census, November 1, 1939, employment being limited to forty days 
during the calendar year 1939. On January 1, 1910 this appointment was 
extended bet limited to sixty days actual employment during the calendar year 
1940. Mr. CONKLIN resigned March 31, 19L0. 


While employed by the U. S. Bureau of the Census he worked under the 
supervision of ROSCOE WRIGHT. ROSCOE WRIGHT was reported by the House 
Committee on Un-American Activities as one of the sponsors of "The Modern Forun 
of the American League for Peace and Democracy in 1938". The American League 
for Peace and Democracy has been cited by the Attorney General as being within 
the purview of Executive Order 9835, 


It is reported that Mr. WRIGHT is now deceased. Efforts to locate 
other fellow employees of Mr. CONKLIN during this period were unsuccessful, 


This file contained no other information of pertinence to Mr. 
CONKLIN'S loyalty. 


Personnel records of the Federal Home Loan Bank Board reflect that 
Mr. CONKLIN was employed by that agency on January 9, 1940 as a Technical 
Assistant. He resigned on September 22, 1910 without prejudice to accept 
employment with the U. S. Maritime Commission. This position was also on a 
“per diam basis when actually employed". 


References listed by Mr. CONKLIN on an application for employmen* 


filed with the Federal Home Loan Bank Board dated June 22, 1939 included the 
followings 
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‘BRUCE: » Editor 
'" epublic” 
HOWARD " 


Chief architect ; 
Federal Housing Administration 
Washington, D. Ce- 


ROY TRYKER 
Histérical Division 
Farm Security Administr ation 
© : 
ITCH 
Assista@at Editor 
"architectural Record" 
New York City — 


This file contained no dher information of pertinence to the 
appointee's loyalty. 


Regarding BOX E. STRYKER, Fererred to above, the records of the 
House Committees on vities reflected that he was a member of the 
Washington Beokshop Associstion-anc_the Washington Committee for Democratic 


Action. His name is reliably reported to have appeared In the active indices 
of the American Peace Mobilisation. 


The Washington Committee for Democratic Action, The Washington 
Bookshop, and The American Peace Mobilization have all been cited by the 
' Attorney General as being within the purview of Executive Order 9635, 


_ The personel records of the U. S. Maritime Commission reflect 
that Mr. CONKLIN was appointed September 23, 1910 as Chief of the Editorial 
Section, He resigned with prejudice on January 9, 19h1, effective January 
22, 19,1. The “with prejudice* was removed by way of order of the U. S, 
Civil Service Commission on August 3, 1942. These records further reflect 
Mr. CONKLIN resigned as a result of information furnished the U. S. Imritine 
Commission by the Federal Bureau of Investigation in regard to an investigation 
being instituted by the FBI under the provisions of the Hatch Act. 


An undated application in Mr. CONKLIN'S personnel file at the U. 5. 
Maritime Commission contained the following references; 


JAMES FITCH, 32h W 27 Street, New York City. 
» 15 ¥ 12 Street, New York City 
JOHN Y, 423 Cummings Lane, Chevy Chase, Maryland 
3 
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This file contained no information of pertinence to lt. CONKLIN'S 
loyalty. , 


The records of the Office of Strategic Services reflect that Mr. 
CONKLIN was employed by that agency on May 29, 1943 as Senior Economic Editor 
in the Presentation Division, Editorial Section. He was separated by transfer 
to the War Production Board on January 31, 1915. In this position these 


flect that Mr. CONKLIN'S supervisors were a» CR AD » Ifo, and 
_DAVRSLADONSIT, and one of his fellow employees was ALDO: ZANT 


An application of personal history statement which was dated November 
3, 1942 listed among references the following: 


V’ SPURGEO 
Mati Resources Hesning Board 


ROSCOE WRIGHT “~~ 
Civil Aeronastics Admini stration 


‘ PHILLIP OOHEN 
Office’ of Wer Informtion 


V ROBERT C. fA VENPORT 
Office of'/ Price Administration 


SPURGEON BELL was named as a reference by VICTOR/TERLO on an 
application for a position with the War Production 3oard in 1913. VICTOR 
PERLO has been described by Washington T-l as being involved in a Soviet 
esplonage conspir which operated in Washington, D. C. and New Y City 
during the early 1940's. BELL was listed as a reference by JOSE TLMAN 
when applying for a position with the War Assets Adninistration,”’ 

A onrhekhe e4. flr ont anof 

Washington T=, oe former menber of the Communist Party in Washington, 
D. C., who has assisted in the formation of numerous Communist front 
organisations and who was closely associated with mmerous Communist Party 
functionaries, advised that JOSEPH GILMAN was imown to him to have been a 
eeubie of the. Communist Party in the District of Columbia during the early 
1940's. 


Washington T-l did not desire to furnish a signed statement or 
testify before a Loyalty Hearing Board, 


¥ 
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Regarding PHILLIP COHEN, Washington T- stated he was knom to the 
informant t have been @ member of the Communist Party. COHEN is al 
reported to have been a very cbse friend and contact of PHILIP oLEy Ree 
and MARY JAMB KEENEY, both of whom are reported by Washington T ‘have been 
very active members of the Commmist Party underground in Washington, D. CS. 
during the late 1930's and early 1940's. 


ROBERT C. DAVENPORT is reliably reported to be a life member of 
the Washington-Soukshop Assdtiation. His name is also reliably reported 
to have appeared in the indices of the Washington Committee for Democratic 
Action and the American Peace Mobilization. 


Washington T-l; has advised that ROBERT C. DAVENPORT and his wife 
attended several Communist Party recruiting meetings in the informant's 
presence during the early 190's. The informant did not know, however, 
whether or not the DAVENPORTS had actually joined the Communist Party. 


HUBERT C, BARTON, Jre was transferred from the Office of Strategic 
Services to the Prés on Division of the Department of State in October 
1945, It is reliably reported that Me. BARTON was instrumental in the 
employment by the Department of State of CARL ALDO MARZANI and DAVID 
ZABIADOWSKY. 


urs. wanrg Marton, wife of HUBERT C. BARTON, was Director of 
Presentation, Inc. This organisation was incorporated in the District of 
Columbia én Apeil 18, 1916 for the purpose of engaging in the development, 
production, and sal@ of all forms of Presentation media. A number of employees 
of this organization were also employees of the Presentation Divison of 
the Department of State, including CARL ALDO MARZANJ and DAVID ZABLADOWSKY. 

Special agénts' of the’ Federal Bureau of — 

Investigation in 19)6 re@keetwd that BARTON and HARZANT spint considerable 
time in the offices of id ia pels, Inc. during official government working 
hours. Afar 


The files of the U. S. District Court, Washington, D. C., reflect 
that CARL ALDO MARZANI was convicted on May 27, 1947 on an indictment charging 
perjury in that he falsely stated to goverrment o<ficials that he had never 
been a member of the Communist Party, had never attended meetings of the 
Communist Party, or had never participated in activities of the Communist 
Party. 


The files of the State Department reflect that MARZANI was dismissed 
from the State Departaent for concealing Communist affiliations during his 
employment. 
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Regarding DAVID ZABLANOWSKY, Wesktmpton~tuS,--former—menbver—of 
“advised he had been told by other Communists 
that ZABLADOWSKY was a fanatical and Ampere tant e Communist. 
pis Ta AF) of Pere thee FLL, | 
who was well acquainted with Communist activities 
and personalities in the New York area, advised that ZABLADOWSKY had been 
known to him for years to have been a member of the Communist Farty and 
was considered by him to be a "Communist of the vicious type". He stated that 
his impression was made by statements of 2ABLADUWSKY to hin, 
pte Gert 7-3; A onthee £ on Loan ant Cnof 
; a former Communist Party cfficial during the early 
1930's in the New York area, advised he was closely associated with ZABLADOWSKY 
for several years, and that althcagh he possessed no certain knowledge, he 
took it for granted that ZABLADOWSKY was a member of the Communist Party. 


The records of the House Committee on Un-American Activities reflect 
that ZABLADOWSKY was on the Editorial Committee of the American League Against 
War and Fascism and was a contributor to the “Daily Worker*, East Coast 
Comaunist newspaper. 


The American League Against War and Fascism has been cited by the 
Attorney General as being within the purview of Executive Order 9835. 


Washington T-5, T-6, and T-7, declined to furnish signed statements 
or testify before a Loyalty Hearing Board, 


The appointee's file at the Office of Strategic Services contained 
no further information of pertinence to his loyalty. 


The records of the War Production Board as maintained by the 
National s:chives contain no information regarding employment by the War 
Production Board of Mr. CONKLIN. 


The records of the U. S. Public Health Service reflect Mr. CONKLIN 
was appointed on November 1, 1945 as Principal Information Specialist by 
transfer from the War Production Board. These records reflect that Mr. 
CONKLIN was employed during the entire period of his official employment by 
Public Health Service, actually by the Senate Subcommittee on War Time Health 
and Education, These records further reflected that he had been employed 
during the period from April, 1915, to November, 19145, by the War Production 
Board but was on loan throughout this period to the Senate Subcanmittee on 
War Time Health and Education. Mr. CONKLIN was transferred on april 13, 1916 
to the Department of Commerce. No further information was contained in this 
file of pertinence. 


J10474 


WFO 121-219 


The records of the Office of Technical Services, Departaent of 
Commerce, reflect that Mr. CONKLIN was appointed on April 1h, 19116 as Deputy 
Chief, Information Services Division, Office of Declassification and Technical 
Services, He resigned without prejudice effective August 29, 197. References 
listed by Mr. CONKLIN on an application dated September 11, 1915 included the 
following: HUBER C. BARTON, DAVID ZABLADOWSKY, CHARLES C. KRAMER, and 
ROBERT C. DAVENPORT.” No further information of pertinence to Mr. CONKLIN'S 
loyalty was contained in this file. 


The records of the National Cancer Institute, U. S. Public Helth 
Service, Bethesda, Maryland, reflect that Mr. CONKLIN was appointed on June 
7, 1948 as Special Consultant at $25 per day on a “when actually employed" 
basis not to exceed sixty days in each of the fiscal years 1948 and 199 
if still s0 employed. 


The records of the Office to Technical Services, Department of 
Commerce, and several other personnel files reflect employment by Mr. CONKLIN 
from March, 191, to May, 192, by the Tauxeront Home Builders. 


The records of the Recorder of Deeds, District of Columbia, contain 
articles of incorporation of Tauxemont Cooperative Houses, Inc. This 
organization was incorporated in the District of Columbia January 10, 1911, 
its primary purpose being to build houses and other structures for the use of the 
menters of this association. ‘The directors and incorporators were listed 
as follows: 


MARVIN/BLOOM 


1631 $ Street, N. W. 
Washington, D. C. 


MARVIN BLOOM is reliably reported to have been a member of the 
Washington Bookshop Association and of the American Leagne for 
Peace and Democracy. His name is reliably reported to have 
appeared in the active indices of the Washington Comittee for 
Democratic action and the american Peace Mobilization. Each 
of these organizations has been cited by the Attorney General 
as being within the purview of Executive Order 9835. 


BERNARD R. ,WISHMAN 
1765 V Streét, W. a. 
Washington, D. C. 


BERNARD R. FISHMAN is reliably reported to be a life member of the 
Washington Bookshop Association and to have been a member of the 
American League for Peace and Democracy, His name is reliably 
reported to have appeared in the active indices of the American 

Peace Mobilization and the Washington Committee for Democratic Action. 
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EDWARD E,sSCHWARTZ 
817 N Danville Street 
arlington, Virginia 


ROBERT ¢, DAVENPORT 
4129 North Henderson Road 
Arlington, Virginia 


JOHW MAGNUSSON— 
4305 N. Pershing Drive 
arlington, Virginia 


The name IRVING LOW is reliably reported to have appeared in 
the active indi¢és of the United American Spanish Aid Committee. 


The House Committee on Un-American Activities ia its report of 
March 29, 19h, cited the United american Spanish aid Committee as a Communist 
front. 


an informant of established reliability who is acquainted 
with and who has associated with many known and admitted Communists, stated 
that the United American Spanish Aid Committee in Washington, D. C. was 
organized by the Communist Party and completeiy controlled by it.[  _|has 
declined to furnish a signed statement or testify before a Loyalty Board. 


a former member of the Cosamunist Party who has furnished 
reliable information and who assisted in forming numerous front organiza- 
tions for the Communist Party, stated that the United American Spanish Aid 
Committee in Washington, D. C. was organized and controlled by the Camunist 
Party and that it was an important transmission belt of the Communist Party. 
This informant is urmrilling to appear before a Loyalty Board or give a 
signed statement. 


a member of the Commmist Party who over a long period of 
time has 8 reliable informtion, stated that the United American 
Spanish Aid Committee in Washington, D. C. was completely controlled by the 
Communist Party but that the organization had no active membership and many 
of its members had no active association with the organization. does 
not wish to testify before a loyalty foard or furnish a signed statement. 


EDWARIY HUBERMAN 
4310 N. Pershing Drive 
Arlington, Virginia. 
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HUBERMAN is reliably reported to have been a member of the Washington 
Bookshop Association and the American League for Peace and Democracy. 
His name is reliably reported to have appeared in the indices of 

the Washington Committee for Democratic Action. 


ROBERT sf aun 
2551 17th Street, N. ¥. 
Washington, D. C. 


LEHMAN is reliably reported to have been a member of the Washington 
Bookshop Association and his name is reliably reported to have 
appeared in the actives indices of the Washington Committee for 
Democratic Action. 


ALLAN RACROSENEBERG =~ who is reported by Washington T-1 
to have been invélved in a Soviet @spionage conspiracy which 
operated in Washington, D. C. and New York during the early 1910's. 


MORTIMER Bs WOLF 
3512 9th Street, South 
Arlington, Virginia 


WOLF is reliably reported to have been a member of the National 
Lawyers Guild. His name is also reliably reported to have heen 
in the active indices of the United American Spanish Aid Committee. 


The House Committee on Un-American Activities in its report of 
March 29, 19h, cited the National Lawyers Guild as a Comunist front. 


In the fall of 190, Mr. ADCLPH A. BERLE, then Assistant Secretary of 
State, in a letter resigning from the National Lawyers Guild, stated as follows: 
"The National Lawyers Guild was formed in the hope that expression might be 
given to the liberal sentiment in the American bar. It is now obvious that the 
present management of the Guild is not prepared to take any atand which conflicts 
with the Communist Pirty line. Under the circumstances and in keeping, I 
think, with most progressive lawyers I have no further interest in it." 


LOUIS FRANCIS BUDENZ, former managing editor of the Daily Worker 
and former member of the Communist Party National Committee, advised the 
Committee on Un-American Activities of the House of Representatives that the 
Communist Party considers the National Lawyers Guild to be a working ally. 


ALEXA KNOWLTEN 
4112 3rd Road North 
Arlington, Virginia 
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Chevy Chase, Maryland 
(the appointee) 


a 
JAY/DEISS 


4119 Davis Place, N. W. 
Washington, D. C. 


JAY DEISS is reliably reported to be a member of the Washington 
Bookshop and his name is reliably reported to have appeared in the 
active indices of the American Peace Mobilization and the Washington 
Committee for Demogratic Action. 


: 
1110”% South Barton Street 
Arlington, Virginia 


EDEN is reliably reported to be a member of the Washington Bookshop 
and to have been a member of the American League for Peace and 
Democracy. His name is reliably reported to have appeared in the 
indices of the Washington Comittee for Democratic action and the 
American Peace Mobilization. 


SAMUEL, OVELL 
413 Road North 
‘Arlington, Virginia 


SOROVELL is reliably reported to have been a member of the American 
League for Peace and Democracy, and whose name is reliably reported 
to have appeared in the indices of the Washington Comittee for 
Democratic action. . 


REMINGTON 


2225 N Street, N. W. 
Washington, D. C. 


REMINGTON was formerly Executive Secretary of the American Peace 
Mobilization in Washington, D.C. She is the wife of WILLIAM 
W.YREMINGTON, who is reported by Washington T-1 to have been involved 
in &\ Soviet espionage conspiracy in Washington, D. C. and Kew York 
City during the early 1940's. 


These Articles of Incorporation were signed by ANNE REMIN TON, 
EDWARD HUBERMAN, and JOHN MAGNUSSON. 
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The records of the Disbursing Office of the Senate reflected among 


persons employed by the Senate Subcommittee on War Time Health and Ecucation 
in addition to GROFF CONKLIN were the following: 


"he 


se 


URETTAYAPRIL - whose name is reliably reported to have appeared 
in the Active indices of the Washington Committee for Democratic 
Action and the American Peace Mobilization. 


PHILIP eXCuRTIs, who is reliably reported to have been a contact | 
of PHILIP JACOBJJAFFER. JAFFEE pleaded guilty to charges growing out 
of the unl possession of secret information from government 


agencies and was fined by a federal court. CURTIS was also formerly en- 
ployed in the Presentation Division of the Office of Strategic Services 
as was the appointee. 


LESLIS By FALK - who is reported by Washington T- to have been a 
member of “the Communist Party. 


CHARLES C,. KRAMER ~ who has been mentioned previously. 
nenep/forn - wife of Lt. ANDRE E,YAOTH, USA, who was a close 
associate and a contact of JACOB JAFFEE, who in 1916 
pleaded gu on federal charges growing out of allegations 


of alleged remo of restricted documents from government 
is ges‘ against ROTH in this same case were dismissed. 


MAN ea whose name is reliably reported to have appeared 
_the’ active indices of the Washington committee for Democratic 
Action, American Peace Mobilization, and the American League for 


JOAN PASCAL SIK = who 1s reliably reported to have been a 
of the Washington Bookshop in 193. 


HAROLD HANS’ LUND =< who is reliably reported to have been a sponsor 
of the Ci¥izens Committee for HARRY BRIDGES, a sponsor of the 
National Emergency Conference, and whose name is reliably reported 
to have appeared in the active indices of the National Federation 
for Constitutional Liberties, and the Washington Committee for 
Democratic Action. His name is reported to have appeared on the 
letterhead of the United American Spanish Aid Comittee. 


The Citizens Committee for Harry Bridges was cited as a Communist 


front by the House Committee on Un-American Activities on March 29, 19Lh. 


= 
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The National Emergency Conference has been reported by Washington 
T-l; to have been a predecessor of the American Peace Mobilization. 


Washington T-8, a social acquaintance of Mr. CONKLIN since 1936, 
stated that Mr. CONKLIN has repeatedly followed the Communist Party line in 
informal arguments and discussions with the informant, and on every occasion 
attempted to compare the Soviet form of government with that of the United 
States and always placed the Soviet form of government in a favorable light. 
The informant declared that he considered Mr. CONKLIN a Communist fanatic bot 
was unable to be more explicit other than to state he received this impression 
from numerous discussions. The informant stated he is firmly convinced that 
during the earlier period of this association, Mr. CONKLIN was a card carrying 
member of the Commnuhist Party. 


Washington T+8 stated that he himself was not a member of the 
Cormmnist Party but that he has come into frequent close contact with Communists 
on numerous occasions and felt he could recognize a Communist with better than 
average ability. 


Washington T-3 advised that one of Mr. CONKLIN'S close friends in 
New York is JAMES M. PITCH, Jr., who is the editor of the "Architect Forum" 
and who, according 4o informant, is an avowed Commmnist. 


Washington T-8 stated that he did not desire to furnish a signed 
stutement or testify before a Loyalty Hearing Board due to the fact that his 
information is rather sketchy and non-specific. 


Washington T-9, a known reliable informant, advised that GROFF CONKLIN 
was invited to a dinner party during the Jatter part of February, 1916, at 
the home of SAMUEL J DMAN and DMAN. This informant also stated 
CONKLIN was schedule@ to make a speeo at the Washington Bookshop along about 
this same period of time, 


Washington 1-9 could furnish no further pertinent information and 
aeclined to furnish a signed statement or testify before a Loyalty Hearing 
Board. 


SAMUEL J. RODMAN is reliably reported to have been a member of the 
Washington Bookshop, and his name is reliably reported to nave appeared in 
the active indices of the American Peace Mobilization and the United American 
Spanish Aid Committee. 
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Washington 1-10, a member of the Communist Party who has furnished 
considerable reliable information to the Federal Bureau of Investigation, 
advised that RODMAN has been a contributor to the Communist Party. Washington 
T-10 advised that BELLA RODMAN is an active member of the Communist Party. 


Washington T-10 did not desire to testify or furnish a signed 
statenent. 


Washington T-13, a reliable informant, advised that GROFF CONKLIN 
did make a speech on March 1, 1946 at the Washington Bookshop entitled 
"Science Fiction". 


Washington T-13 did not desire to testify or furnish a signed 
statement. 


Washington T-11, a known reliable informant, stated that CROFF’ 
CONKLIN and LUCY CONKLIN, his wife, were infrequent contact with MARY JANE 


KEENEY during 1964 dnd-antil July, 1947, when the KEENEYS moved to New York. 
According to the informant, the CONKLINS and MARY JANE KEENEY were frequent 
visitors each others home Among other persons attending these gathcrings 
were A ERENSON, and PER. Washington T-11 stated that LUCY TEMPKIN 


CONKLIN 4&ttended a Congress of American Women reception in Washington, D. C., 
in about March of 19),7 and that Mrs. CONKLIN had done some work for the 
Congress of American Nomen. However, the informant did not know whether or 
nob Mrs. CONKLIN was a member of the Congress of American Women, This informant 
related that other persons clq¢sely associated Lipp at CONKLINS, to his 

owledge, included HEN! TTA: OSE, HELE "RUCHIMAN, LUCE and WALTER 
SASSAMAN, and HENR eaten oP 


Washington T-1l did not desire to testify or furnish a signed 
statement. 


The Congress of American Women has been cited by the Attorney 
General as being within the purview of Executive Order 9835. 


MARY JANE KEENEY, as mentioned previously, has been described by 
Washington T= as being an active member of the Communist Party underground 
in Washington, D. C. during the late 1930's and early 19)0's. 


ANNA BERENSON is reliably reported to have been a member of the 
Washington Bookshop, and her name is reliably reported to have appeared in 
the active indices of the American Peace Mobilization and the Washington 
Committee for Democratic Action. 
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Washington T-10 has advised that ANNA BERENSON is a member of the 
Communist Party in the District of Columbias~” ~~ - = ~ 


Regarding BEN ALPER, Washington T-11 has advised that ALPER is a 
very close friend of MARY JANEJEENEY and has discussed Communist Party matters 
with her on various occasions. ~ 


HENRIETTA BUCKMASTER has been affiliated with or sponsor of many 
organizations including the League of American Writers, Jefferson Schools of 
Social Sciences, National Council of American Soviet Friendship, and Joint 
Anti Fascist Refugee Committee. Each of these organizations has been cited 
by the Attorney General as being within the purview of Executive Order 9835. 


Washington T- has advised that HENRIETTA BUCKMASTER has been knowm 
to him as béing a member of the Commmist Party. 


HELEN FRUCHTMAN is reliably reported to have been active in a meeting 
in March, ISU7,” Sponsored by the Congress of american Women. 


The name EDWARD J& FRUCHTMAN, husband of HELEN, is reliably 
reported to have appeared the active indices of the Washington Committee 
for Democratic Action, American League for Peace and Democracy, and the 
National Lawyers Guild. 


Regarding LUCY!and WALTER SASSAMAN, WALTER _SASSAMAN in 19h3 in 
connection with the Hatch Act inquiry, furnished a sworn statement Special 
Agents of the Federal Bureau of Investigation, admitting having possibly 
attended a Communist public meeting in Minneapolis between 1935 and 1937, 
but denied ever being a member of the Communist Party. SASSAMAN admitted 
having been a member of the American League Against War and Fascism, the 
American Peace Mobilization, and the Washington Bookshop. Each of these 
organizations has been cited by the Attorney General as being within the 
purview of Executive Order 9835. 


HENRIETTA HERZ, referred to by Washington T~l1 above, is the wife 
of PHILIP COHEN, Who hag been identified previously. 


Speciel agents WILLIAM H. MARR and CHARLES D. CHAPMAN of the 
Federal Bureau of Investigation, observed MARY JANE KEENEY and PHILIP OLEN 
KEENEY on December 20, 1946, walking from their home at 215 B Street, N. E., 
to 51h 2nd Street, N. W., where they entered the apartment of LUCY and GROFF 
CAKLINat 6:40 p.m. The surveillance was discontinued at 11:15 p.m., at é 
which time the KESNEYS were still in the apartment of the CONKLINS. 
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On July 11, 1947 Special Agents COURTLAND J. JONES and ROBSRT E. 
LEONARD of the Federal Bureau of Investigation, observed GROFF and LUCY 
CONKLIN drive to the homs of HENRY HILL COLLINS at Lanhan, Maryland. — 


HENRY HILL COLLINS is reported by fiashington T-4 to have been a very 
active member of the Comfunist Party in Washington, D. C. during the late 
1930's and early 1940's. Washington T-2 has advised that HENRY HILL COLLINS 

was a member of the Communist Party underground group in the government in 
Washington, D. C. during the middle 1930':, 


In comection with a previous investigation by the Federal Bureau 
of Investigation of Mr. CONKLIN under the provisions of the Hatch act, If. 
CONKLIN was interviewed on January 6, 194h, at which time the following 
sworn signed statement was taken: 


"Washington, D. C. 
January 6, 19h) 


"Statement of EDWARD GROFF CONKLIN, made in the presence of Special Agent 
F. DOUGLAS HEREFORD and Stenographer MARIAN CANTY, Federal Bureau of Investi- 
gation. Questions by Agent HEREFORD: 
"Q. Mr. CONKLIN, we have requested your voluntary appearance here today, 
not for the purpose of conducting a hearing, but in order to have 
you answer questions concerning an investigation currently being made 
by the Federal Bureau of Investigation, and to enable you to make 
such coments as you may wish to nuke in this connection. 


A. Would it be out of order for me to ask what the origin of the investi- 
gation is? You see, an occasion srose about three sonths ago when 
I was put in for clearance through AGO for some work to be dona at the 
Pentagon Building - which I didn't do, incidentally, - +t 1 was 
curious to know whether that was the cccasion for this. decause I'm 
not following through on that particular function. 


"Q, As you may be aware, Mr. CONKLIN, the Federal Bureau of Investigation 
is required by a Presidential directive to investigate matters coming 
within the purview of Public Law 252, 76th Congress. This law pro- 
hibits membership on the part of any Federal employee in a political 
party or organization which advocates the overthrow of our constitu- 
tional form of government in the United States. You may decline to 
answor any questions propounded you. A copy of the report of 
this investigation, which will include your statement, will be 
furnished to the Interdepartmental Comittee on Enployee Investigations, 
and to the agency by which you are employed. 


4, will I get a copy too? 


"Q. Yes, if you like. after the notes of this interview have been transcribed 
you will be given an epportunity to read the statement and make any changes 
you so desire, In order that the statements made by you may have 
perticular credence, you will be placed under oath if you have no objection. 


a 
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"A. Ko, I have no objection. 

"qy. Stand please, and raise your right hand. Do you solemnly swear that 
the statements you are about to make are the truth, the whole truth, 
and nothing but the truth, so help you God? 

"A. I do. 

"Q. Will you state your full name, please? 


"A, GROFF CONKLIN. I was christened EDWARD, but haven't used my first 
name since about 192k. 


"Q. Where do you presently reside? 

"A. At 514 2d Street, N. We 

"Q. Where are you employed and in what capacity? 

|. At the Office of Strategic Services, as Senior Presentation Editor. 
"Q. How Long have you been employed by the Office of Strategic Services? 
"A. Since May 32, 1913. 


*Q. Mr. CONKLIN, are you now or have you ever been a member of the Com- 
munist Party? 


"A. No, sir. 
"Q. Have you ever attended any meetings of that organization? 


“A. Yes, sir. Well, I'll qualify that. I have attended mass meetings 
which were given, I suspect, under the auspices of the Communist Party 
but for the Spanish Loyalist cause. One meeting I recall, a large 
meeting for the fighting of anti-Semitism. These were in New York 
City, in 1936 and 1937. I think they were sponsored by the Communist 
Party - but the Loyalist group was sponsors - I think the Commnist Party 
name did appear on it. 


"Q. Would you care to relate how you happened to attend these meetings, 
and whether you participated in any of the activities? 
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"A, I was at the time a member of the League of American Writers, which 
5 salieg: organization of writers of all sorts, ranging from Kathleen | 
orris through Theodore“freiser and Louls-~Bromfield - I think Mrs. 
Gosevelt was in it - and John;Gunther, It was a terrific cross-section 

of American writers who were éngaged in 1937 and 1938 in trying to 
organize American writers against anti-Semitism and trying to seb the 
public right concerning the Loyalist Spain situation. We were fighting 
for the abandonment of the Embargo Act. We felt that the Loyalist Govern~ 
ment should receire aid from the democracies - it seemed to us it was a 
democratic government. It was our intention to mobilize public opinion 
behind the Loyalist regime, against the revolutionists. I was one of a 
board of five editors editing a pamphlet of statements.against anti- 
Semitisn, which included statements by Mrs. ROOSEVELT, THOMAS DEWEY - 
I think Prestdent ROOSEVELT, JOHN GUNTHER, and a great number of people 
of all kinds. And a similar pamphlet on the Loyalist situation, which 
contained statements from similar people. In addition to my work as a 
free lance writer I was connected with the League of American Writers. 
The people of my om sort were seriously upset by the lack of fairness 
which we felt existed toward the Jews, the Loyalists in Spain, toward the 
negro, and all minority groups. 


"Q. Have you ever attended any meetings of the Communist Party, as such? 


*h, No, sir. You mean the unit meetings? You see, in those days I was in 
a trade mion - the Book and Magazine Guild - inactive, except in the 
function of editorial advisor on publication. I can't recall whether 
there was some Communist group in there who invited me to one meeting 
to which I may have gone. I wasn't too active in the union - I would 
go to meetings once or twice a month. I can't recall whether some of 
them were special group meetings - T don't think. 


ty. Have you ever contributed any money or services to the Comounist Party? 


"A. Well, I wouldn't know how to answer that, sir. For example, in New York 
there used to be a great many street collectors - coin boxes ~ that 
would have on them "Aid Loyalist Spain." I'm darned if I know whether 
they were being sponsored by the outfit - the general united front outfit 
which was not Communist, or by the real Communist Party. IJ may have 
given to such a cause. As faras services are concerned, I never gave 
any service that I can recall. 


"2. Did you ever knowingly contribute any money to the Communist Party? 


"A. No, sir. 
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Have you ever distributed any literature wnich you knew or had reason 
to believe was published by the Communist Party? 


Absolutely not. 


Are you now or have you ever been a member of any organization which you 
have reason to believe is dominated by the Communist Party, or which may 
be controlled or its policies dictated by any foreign government? 


Oh, Good Lord, no. Absolutely not. Incidentally, I have a document 

here that I used before the Civil Service Commission hearing and I'd 

like you to include some of these facts in this statement. In 1936, as 

a member of the onion, I wag included - the union joined as a bloc the 
League for Peace and Democracy - I wasn't present at te meeting and 

80 1 Aaidn'l vubo on it. Howewar, T understand from the Civil Service 
hearing that that bloc vote has put me down as a member of the American 
League for Peace and Democracy, which I never was, However, at one time 
before thst, as I remember, I paid $1 for a subscription to their magazine - 
that was way pack in 1936, when I had first cone in from Chicago. I 


-took the subscription because they had published an article by a very 


good friend of mine. JT got about two cortes of the thiny. But I never 
joined, And in 1938 I «+tended a meeting Of W- winetnnn Wash Songress, 
which has been accused of veing Commnist but in which I have never 

seen any indicaticeu to that erfect. JI attended just as a journalict 
member of the 2¢2gue of American Writers - I took nu action - merely 
reported wat I heard. 


w~e you ever a member of the American Youth Congress? 

No. For one thing, I was too old. And another thing, I thought they 
were simply a bunch of idealistic people who weren't getting anywhere - 
who were getting beyond their reach. 

Did you ever attend any meeting other than the one you mentioned? 

No. other meeting of the Youth Congress 


Did you ever participate in any of the activities of the American 
League for Peace and Democracy? 


No, sir, never. 


Do you now or have you ever advocated the overthrow of our form of 
constitutional government here in the United States? 
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“A. No indeed, On the contrary, we have the best form of government in 
the world. Any person who attempts to force another form of government 
on the people is a traitor. I'd like to make a statement here, which 
is something I fecl very deeply. There were hundreds and thousands of 
men of my kind who felt that the principles of the United States Govern- 
ment would be strengthened if at the same time in its foreign policy 
the United States Government strengthened similar policies of the 
Government abroad, and in this country fought against anti-democratic 
and anti-social elements such as anti-Semitism. Any actions I took 
part in were actions that were predicated on the belief in this form 
of government and fighting against tendencies among the people of this 
country to work against our form of government, which is democratic, 
and which comprehends the freedom of minorities and freedom of racial 
and religious groups to pursue their own undertakings unafraid of 
reprisals. That's the whole story of what I was coing in those days, 
and I would be very glad to do it again if necessary, 


"Qe I've asked all the questions I consider pertinent, Mrs CONKLIN. ‘Ie 
there anything further you would like to say? 


4. Well, yes. Up until 1938 - I believe a little Jeter than that - I, as 
an American, felt that the united front, ae it was callei, in which such 
groups as the Progressive Churches in the United States, the Y.W.C.A. 
and Y.M.C.A., the youth groups, the American writers' groups, professional 
groups of all sorts, and the Communist Pa::ty, were all working together, 
towards the collective security and against the agression of the Germans 
and Italians, in Spain and Abyssinia and elsewhere. I'm perfectly willing 
to admit that in those days, perhaps because of naivete - but I am convinced 
actaally because of the fact that in those days the Communist Party was 
differentiy motivated than it has been since - it had no belief in the 
overthrow of the Government beeauss 2+ huow ab wal Line that rather than 
that it was necessary to save the government and save the democratic 
forces throughout the world... in those days I believ:d it was the only 
good american thing to do to work with that united group of people to try 
to stave off the war. It may be that I was fooled ~ it may be that tee 
Communists even in 1936 and 1937 were taking dictation from Mesvuw and 
really working for the overthrow of the Government, but in my contacts 
with men who may or may not have been Communists - but who I may say I 
thought were Communists, I never came across anyone who ever said anything 
to me, or suggested anything-to me, or even hinted they had any ulterior 
motives. This is not a defense of the Communists - this is a defense of 
my supporting causes the Communists supported. I supported them as an 
American citizen. Now, since 1939, it's been rather obvious that the 
Communist Party has had other motives than those which were obvioue to 
me when I was interested in those causes. It's not the place of the 
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American party to support a foreign government over and above our own 
government. like any good American, I am in favor of our Allies of all 
kinds. I can see no reason why Russia show'd not be permitted to follow 
out its own destinies, but I can see no reason why aiy American group 
should take it upon themselves to promote those destinies over and above 
the destinies of our om country. For five years now I have had no contact 
with the people I used to work with, largely because I moved to dashing ton 
in 1939 and went to work. I don't know what they are doing now. I only 
know what I read in the press ~ not in their press, which I don't see. 

I admire them for what I understand their stand is in favor of winning the 
war, but, somehow, after what I saw them do-in 1939 and 190, I cantt 
quite believe their motives are honest. Well, I'll qualify that. I 

do believe their motives are honest in the win-the-war campaign. 

I think their motives are honest in wanting to win the war, but I think 
it possible that they may have further motives of which I know nothing, 
and which are not in accordance with the American principles on which 

this nation was founded. I think most Americans will agree that our 
nation needs reform. JI know all such Americans will agree that such 
reform can be obtained by peacable methods, by legislation, by publicity, 
by organization. And I can see absolutely no place in a country of this 
size ani this strength for a body of special people who are dedicated 

to a different form of government = to the attaining of reform by 
un-American methods. Let me add finally that I never did anything I 
wouldn't do again if the occasion and the need arose, 


Is there anything further you would like to add? 


I don't think there is. There is one thing I would like to go on record 
as saying. I would like very much to know why you didn't ask me if I 
had belonged to any fascist or Nazi organizations in this country. They 
unquestionably are infinitely more dangerous to our form cf government 
than the Communist Party ever has been, and I think it unfortunate that 
I was not able to go on record in answer to a question from you that I 
never belonged to such organisations. It may be that no such questions 
were asked because no reports were in my record as belonging to such 
groups, in which case I can understand the omission. 


That is the reason for the omission. We ask only questions concerning 
information that has been brought to our attention.*,’ 
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It is noted in this statement Mr. CONKLIN ote & 
a member of tio Communist Party, but stated he nog attended sate anever, Deen 
were given, he suspected, under the auspices of the Communist Party but followed 
tne Spanish Loyalist cause. In this statement Mr. CONKLIN also stated he was 
a member of the League of American Writers. This organization was cited by the 
Attorney General as being within the purview of Executive Order 9835. 


Washington 1-1), a known reliable informant, advised thst included in the 
list of/names and telephone numbers maintained by Mr. CONKLIN is the name 
ANDY » Wisconsin 3271, ANDREW H./OLDER has been described by Wastineton 
T-¥0 as a member of the Communist Party. The list also included "Presentavw—,_ 
Inc. - Naticnal 0436", Presentation, Inc. has been referred to previously in 
this report in connection with HUBERT C. BARTON, CaRL ALDO MARZANI, and DAVID 
ZABLADOWSKY. Speen ee erate eres, ie 


Waskington T-1l did not desire to give a signed statement or testify 
before a loyalty Hearing hoard. 


a known reliable informant, advised that Mr. 

-nagt correspondent with HENRIETTA BUCKMASTER, and that BUUs.. 
te octet sre told Mr. CONKLIN in 1945 that "we® cantts. think of a place 
ewe" would rather see you than on the Subcommittee on War Time Health and 
Biucation. This anformant could not explain further the significance of this 
sta nt x18 inforeant also advised Mr. CONKLIN is a close friend of 
Lchaobor- | E. DODD, ang on at least one occasion attempted to obtain a position 
for DODD with the southern Conference for Human Welfare. 


Washington T-i2, 


Wavhlugiun T-15 did not dssire to testify or furnish a signed statement. 


The name WILLIAM B¢.DODD is reliably reported to have appeared in the 
active indices of the American Peace Mobilization, National Federation for 
Constitutional Liberties, and the Washington Bookshop, all of which have been 
oane by the attorney General as being within the purview of Executive Order 


In a sworn statement to Special agents of the Federal Bureau of Investiga- 
tion in connection with a Hatch Act investigation, DoDD admitted membership 
in the Washington Bookshop Association and the American Peace Mobilization. 


Washington T-) has advised that DODD often visited Soviet ambassador 


“QUMANSKY who instructed-DODD as to what he should say in a New York broadcast 


for Madame GENEVIEVE“TABIOUS. Washington T- stated that WILLIAM E. DODD 
was a member of thd Communist Party, to the informant's certain knowledge, 
during the late 1930's and early 19L0's. 
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The House Committee on Un-American Activities in its report of 
March 29, 194, cited the Southern Conference for Human Welfare as a Communist 
front. 


a member of the Communist Party who over a long period of time 
has furnished reliable information, stated that the Southern Conference for 
Human Welfare in Washington, D. C. is dominated by the Commmist Party; 
that its functionaries are advised by and generally follow the advice and 
direction of the Communist Party leadership and that most members of the white 
collar group of the Communist Party are active members of the Southern 
Conference for Human Welfare and tend to control its policy because they are 
active in meetings. [| _|has declined to furnish a signed statement or 
testify before a Loyalty Board. 


a member of the Communist Party who over a long period of 
time has furnished reliable information, stated that the Southern Conference 
for Human Welfare in Washington, D. C. is thoroughly infiltrated by the 
Communist Party and that the Commuist Party controls it to a considerable 
extent. This informant is uwilling to furnish a signed statement or to appear 
before a Loyalty Board. © 


Washington T-16, a known reliable informant who has been a casual 
contact of Mr. CONKLIN, advised that in 1947 4r. CONKLIN was very much 
distressed at the difficulties being encountered by CARL ALDO MARZANI. 
MARZANI has been referred to previously as being convicte* ~éf perjury 
growing out of his concealment of Communist Party membership. 


Washington T-16 did not desire to furnish a signed statement or 
testify before a Loyalty Board. 


Washington T-17, who was closely associated with Mr. CONKLIN for 
a short period of time and who is a known reliable informant, advised he 
had heard Mr. CONKLIN express the statement regarding the composition and 
construction of a book, that unless it carried an all-out appeal to the 
American people to open their eyes to abandon their nationalistic ~ free 
enterprise - neutrality,.to understand the nature of the world in the future, 
the book would be relatively ineffective and not a fair representation of 
a progressive. 


Washington T-17 declined to furnish a signed statement or testify 
before a Loyalty Board. 
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mappa, Division of United Nations Political Affairs, Department 
of State, advised he first met Mr. CONKLIN in 191 ~- 1942, but that his assoc- 
dation had been solely in connection with business and that he had never 
discussed “political*matters with Mr. CONKLIN. Mr. ALLEN stated, however, he 
had no reason to question Mr. CONKLIN'S loyalty. He recalled that Mr. 

CONKLIN waa one of the officers of the development known as Tauxemont near 
Alexandria, Virginia, and stated that Mr. CONKLIN has been recently active 

in thia organization. According to Mr. ALLEN, Mr. CONLIN'S closer friends 
are ALEXANDER RICHTER, who is *he architect on the Tauxemont Housing Project, 
and ROBERT C, DAVENPORT, who is also employed in the development of Tauxemont. 


ALEXANDER RICHTER is reliably reported to have been a1 associate of 
CARL ALDO MARZANI and JOSEPH B « GREG has been reported by Washington 
T=i° to’ have “been involved in a et Espionage Conspiracy which operated in 
Washington, D. C. and N ork City during the early 1910's. ALEXANDER RICHTER 
is a brother of IR ATCHTER who is reliably reported to have been a member 
of the Washington Boékshop in 194. IRVING RICHTER'S name is reliably reported 
to have been in the active indices of the American Peace Mobilization and the 
Washington Committees’ for Democratic Action. 


WARD °,//ALIAN, referred to above, is reliably reported to be a 
member of the Washington Bookshop and his name is reliably reported to be in 
the active indices of the american Peace Mobilization. He has been a resideat 
of the Tauxemont development. 


SPURGEON BELL, Interstate Commerce Commission, listed by Mr. CONKLIN 
as a referencé, advised he first met the CONKLINS socially in the late 1930's. 
He stated that his contact with them has been very spasmodic and casual and 
he knows nothing from which disloyalty on the part of CONKLIN could be 
deducted. He stated he knew of no organization of which Mr. CONKLIN had been 
a member and knew nothing of his associates. 


HOWARD VICKERY, Assistant Director, United Nations Educational 
Scientific and Cultural Organization, Relations Staff, State Department, advised 
he has been associated with Mr. CONKLIN at the Federal Home Loan Bank Board 
in 1940 but has had very little contact with him since that time. He described 
Mr. CONKLIN as a very highly individualistic type of person but stated that 
his contact with Mr. CONKLIN had been too limited to permit him to express any 
opinion regarding Mr. CONKLIN'S loyalty. He stated that during Mr. CONKLIN'S 
employment at the Federal Home Loan Bank Board he had been employed on a per 
diem basis and, therefore, his contact had been even more limited than would 
be the ordinary case among fellow employees. 
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MARTIN J, BRODERICK, Information Service, Federal Home Loan Bank 
Board, advised that he had official contact with Mr. CONKLIN in 1940 when 
Mr. CONKLIN was employed by the Federal Home Loan Bar&3oard, and during this 
very limited association he had observed nothing to reflect unfavorably on the 
leyalty of Mr. CONKLIN. He knew of no contacts or associates of Mr. CONKLIN. 


HOWARD LELAND SMITH, Chief Architect, Federal Housing Administration, 
listed by Mr. CONKLIN as a reference, recalled that he had assisted Mr. 
CONKLIN in about 1939, 1940, and 1941, in compiling photographs and other 
exhibits for a book written by Mr. CONKLIN entitled "How to Build Houses". Mr. 
SMITH stated that his contact with ur. CONKLIN since this period had been 
rather limited, He recalled CONKLIN'S having been active in the construction 
of the housing development known as Tauxemont near Alexandria, Virginia. 

He described Mr. CONKLIN as "the type who would be sympathetic with Communisn, 
of the mentality and type which might embrace the Communist Party". Mr. 
SMITH explained this statement by his observation of the desire on the part 
of Mr. CONKLIN to radically change architecture and as being over-modernistic 
with particular reference to Tauxemont. He stated, however, that if Mr. 
CONKLIN is a Communist, “he is not a good one because he is too talkative". 
Mr. SMITH stated he had observed nothing specific on the part of “r. CONKLIN 
on which to base the loyalty of Mr. CONKLIN. 
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Mre Eo Ge MONTOOMERY, Ue So Maritime Commission, advised that he 
recalled Mre CONKLIN too slightly and had been associated with him too 
little to express an opinion regarding his loyalty. 


Miss MARTHA NANCE, Personnel Office, U. S. Department of Commerce, 
formerly employed in the Personnel Offi.e of the Us S. Maritime Commission, 
svated she had had too little contact wito the appointee to express any 
coument regarding his loyaltye 


Mre Ji*ES KeNuE CK, L.carmation ( -ficer, De .artment of Interior, 
formerly employed as Information Officer, U. Se Maritim Commission, stated 
that he had been in contact with Mre CONKLIN on only a tew occasions and 
did not feel qualified to express an «pinion regarding his loyalty. 


Mre C KINNER, Director of Information, U. Se Department 
of Interior, stated t he had known Mre CONKLIN only during their mutual 
employment at the U. Se Maritice Commission for a period of approxisately 
three or four months, He recalled that Mrs CONKLIN had been discharged 
by the Ue Se Maritime Commission as a result of information furnished the 
Ue Se Maritime Commission by the Federal Bureau of Investigation, preliminary 
to institution of an investigation under the provisions of the Hatch act 
and recalled havinc interviewed Mr. CONKLIN as a result of this informations 
Mre SKINNER stated, however, that he recalled little of the results of this 
interview and could not comment regarding Mr. CONKLIN's loyalty. 


c 

Washington T-5 advised in 1936 that one C. SKINNER of the Wall 
Street Journal,was a member of the Communist Party who had recently joined 
the Communist Partye CARLETON SKINNER was employed from 1935 » 1938, by 
the Wall Street Journals 


Mre SAMUEL De SCHELL, Vice~President, National Federation of 
Shipping, 1809 G Street, Ne We, Washington, De Ce, formerly Executive 
Director, Ue Se Maritime Commission, recalled that Mre CONKLIN had been 
discharged by the Ue Se Maritime Comission on the basis of questionable 
loyalty and stated that he, himself, personally did not consider Mre CONKLIN 
a loyal citizen although he could not recall the basis for this opinione He 
stated he did not recall having personally observed anything on the part of 
the appointee which would reflect on his loyalty but recalled vaguely that 
his opinion is probably based on information, which at that time was available 
to him, from the files of the Use Se Maritime Commissione 


ROBEXT We TURNLEY. Administrative Assistant, War Department, 


General Staff, formerly employed in the Office of Technical Services, Ue S. 
Departnent of Commerce, advised he had been acquainted with Mre CONKLIN since 
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approximately the spring of 19,6 but that his contact with Mre CONKLIN was 
entirely 1n connection with business and he had never had any social contact 
with hime Mre TURNLEY declined to comment regarding the loyalty of Mre 
CONKLIN but advised he had never observed anything personally which would 
cause him to question Mre CONKLIN's loyalty. 


JOHN C. GREEN, Director of Technical Services, Ue S. Department of 
Commerce, etated that he had been acquainted with Mre CONKLIN only during 
the period of his employment in the Office of Technical Services. Mre GREEN 
stated that he was aware of Mre CONKLIN's difficulties with the U. Se 
Maritime Commission but he, himself, had never observed anything on the part 
of Mre CONKLIN which would cause him to question his loyalty, He advised 
that it appeared to him that Mre CONKLIN made a studied effort to avoid 
any and all political discussionse Mre GREEN stated that during Mre CONKLIN's 
employment by the Office of Technical Services, he had no access to classified 
materials. 


ROBERT TUMBLESON, 2801 18th Street, Ne We, Washington, De Ce, 
currently employed in the Office of Information, Atomic Energy Commission, 
advised that he has been acquainted with Mr. CONKLIN since about 1910 and 
that he was employed with Mr. CONKLIN in the Office of Technical Services, 
| Use Se Department of Commerce. His acquaintanceship with Mrs CONKLIN came 
about through the purchase by Mre TUMBLESON of the house at Tauxemont, 
Alexandria, Virginia» Mre TUMBLESON has been a visitor in the home of Mr, 
CONKLIN on a few occasions, He stated he had never at any time any reason 
to question Mr. CONKLIN's loyalty. He recalled no close associates of Mrs 
CONKLIN except ROBERT Ce DAVENPORT, also at Tauxemonts. (ROBERT C. DAVENPORT 
has been previously identifiede) 


EDGAR F. PURYEAR, Member of the President's Loyalty Review Baard, 
formerly an employee of the Ue Se Senate, stated that he had had no contact 
with Mre CONKLINe 


Mrse RUTH MORGANSTEIN COHEN, 1607 Connecticut Avenue, Ne We, 
Washington, De Ce, formerly an employee of the Senate Sub-Committee on 
War-Time Health and Education, stated that her contact with Mre CONKLIN 
was strictly official and very casuale She stated she was not in a position 
to comment regarding his loyalty because of her meager contact with him, 


Re He HENSCHEL, Executive Officer, National Cancer Institute, 


Bethesda, Maryland, stated that he has known Mr. CONKLIN only since June 7, 
19,8, when he came to work at the National Cancer Institute, He recalled 
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that Mre CONKLIN had been employed at the suggestion of Mrse HELEN DALLAS JOHNSON, 
Chief of the Cancer Reports Section. He stated that Mre CONKLIN has no access 

to classified material and has no supervisory duties, Mre HENSCHEL stated 

that he has known Mre CONKLIN too short a period of time to comment regarding 

his loyaltye 


Dre W. C. HUEPER, National Cancer Institute, stated that he has 
known Mre CONKLIN only since June 1918 and that although he considered Mre 
CONKLIN a very efficienty employee, he did not feel qualified to comment 
regarding Mr. CONKLIN's loyaltye 


Mrse DALLAS JOHNSON, National Cancer Institute, stated that she 
has known Mre CONKLIN only since he began his employment in his present 
position. Her contacts with him have been almost exclusively of an official 
and professional naturee Mrse JOHNSON is Mre CONKLIN's present supervisor, 
Mrse JOHNSON stated that Mr. CONKLIN's actions and conversations have led 
her to consider him a loyal American citizen. 


Washington 1-18 has been acquainted with Mre CONKLIN as a neighbor 
since about 1943- He advised that Mr. CONKLIN has resided at 51), Second 
Street, Ne We, Washington, De Ce, for several years and stated that Mre 
and Mrs» CONKLIN were recommended as occupants for their apartment by 
“WALTER and LUCY SASSAMAN with whom the CONKLINS were friendly and who had 
previously occupied the same apartment. 


Washington T~18 advised that the CONKLINS were also on very 
friendly terms with JANE FOSTER, who occupied an apartment in an adjoining 
building at 516 Second Street, Ne We, at one timee The informant advised 
that on one occasion, it had come to his attention that CONKLIN had a 
number of books in his apartment which impressed him as being Coumunistic 
books. He could not recall the titles nor the exact basi: on which he 
formed the opinion that these books were Communistic bookse 


Washington T18 did not desire to furnish a signed statement or 
testify before a Loyalty Hearing Boards 


Regarding JANE FOSTER, Washington T~li has advised that she first 
came to Weshington in May 19) to picket the White House with the American 
Peace Mobilization. Washington Tl, advised that JANE FOSTER was a member 
of the Communist Party. The informant advised that he had recently 
ascertained from a friend, who is still active in the Communist Party, 
that JANE FOSTER is presently in Europe, now married to GEORGE ZLATOYSKY 
and that JANE FOSTER is currently engaged in Communistic activities in 
Europese 
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Attached as Exhibit A is a Personnel Security Questionmire 


_¢ of the appointee dated February 16, 19l3~ It is noted on this questionnaire 


that MR. CONKLIN lists his address as care of BETTELERIM, 1813 35th “deaiachd 9 
Ne We, Washington, De Ce, and his last previous address as care o : 
2036 North 21st Street, Arlington, Virginia, It is also noted t among 
organizations, he Lists the League of American Writers, of which he claimed 
to have been a member for one year in 1938— The League of American Writers 
has been cited by the Attorney General as being within the purview of 
Executive Order 9835. 


RALPH Wf BETTELHEIM,) 1813 35th Street, Ne We, Washin » De Ley 
is the husband of 'CONSTANTINE HEIM, also known as MILDRED (COHEN. 


BETTELHEIM, a former employee of the Office of Price Administration, 
was alleged to have furnished confidential rationing information, learned 
through his official positionwith 0. P. Ae, to Le Le ROTHSCHILD INC., New 
York Citye He has been described by some associates as being in favor of 
the political and economic philosophies of Russia and to have associated 
with alleged Communists, 


Washington T=19, who has furnished considerable reliable information 
to the Federal Bureau of Investigation, particularly regarding German espionage 
matters, advised that he was acquainted with CONSTANTINE BEPEELHEIM in Chile 
and also in Mexico City in 191, where she traveled with Germans and the 
informant believed she was acting as an agent for a foreign government. The 
infomant advised that CONSTANTINE BETTELHEIM was acquainted with LOUIS 
Flr do ASTAR, who was wanted by the Mexican Government in connection with 
the mirder of SHELDON HARTE, a bodyguard of LEON TROTSKY. 


VERNON C. PORTER, Manager, Riverside Museum, New York City, where 
CONSTANTINE BETTELHEIM was previously employed, called that in 1910, he 
was introduced to LOUIS ARENAL BASTAR and Barra Masui TQUIEROS, whom BASTAR 
was reported to have assisted in the first att@ck on anagATQUT in Mexico in 
May 19),0,by BETTELHEIM at which time fictitious names were usede PORTER stated 
that he later leamed the identities of these persons and dismissed BETTELHEIY 
from his services, 


PHTLIP SHAFER and Mrs» LAURA SHAFER, 1813 35th Street, Ne We, 
Washington, De Ce, both stated that they had never heard of Mr. CONKLIN. 
They recalled Mr, BETTELHEIN's having resided at that address but by name 
onlys 


Mrse LAWRENCE STEELE, 1813 35th Street, Ne We, Washington, De Ca, 
stated that she had not been acquainted with eithar the CONKLINS or the 
BETTELHEIMS. Mrs» STEELE advised that the SHAFER) were the only other 
residents of that apartment house, who were residing there in 19136 
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City Directory records reflect that the address 2036 North 
Zlst Street, Arlington, Virginia, listed by the appointee, is occupied 
by ELLIOTT SCHRYVER. SCHRYVER was reliably reported in 194) to have 
been a member of the Washington repereye 4 

Ge sce scat iN 

Washington T+12 advised that in 19h, among records contained 
in Comsunist Farty files, was a notation, "Eliott Schryber or Schryver - 
one of ours seems to know —- will check more closely,” 


The records of Washington T-20, another governmental agency 
engaged in personnel and security investigations, reflect that some of 
SCRRYVERSs former associates in New York described him as pro-Communist ~ 
others, as a loyal citizen, and also that he was a student of the League 
of American Writers in 191. 


Mree LETHEA SHORTER, 2026 North 21st Street, Arlington, Virginia, 
stated that she has resided at that address for the past eight years but 
did not know the CONKLINS or the SCHRYVERS with whom the CONKLISS reportedly 
resided in the early 19)0'se 


Mrse RUTH S. HOFSTEAD, 2038 North 21st Street, Arlington, Virginia, 
has resided at that address only three years and did not know either the 
CONSLINS or the SCHRYVERS, 


Mree DAVID H. THOMPSON, 202 21st Street North, Arlington, Virginia, 
has resided at that address for nine years. She did not recall the CONKLINS 
but did recall the SCHRIVERS' formerly residing at 2036 21st Street, North, 
Arlington, Virginia, although she recalled nothing concerning them, 


Washington T=21, who was acquainted with Mr» CONKLIN as a 
neighbor during 19,0 when Mr. and Mrs». CONKLIN resided at ),20 Cummings 
Lane, Chevy Chase, Maryland, advised that she had not observed any unusual 
activity at the CONKLIN residence which would lead one to question their 
loyaltye The informant advised that the CONKLINS did not mingle with other 
people in the neighborhoods 


Washington 2-22, who was acquainted with the CONKLINS as a 
neighbor during that same period, advised that Mr. CONKLIN was employed ~ 
by the Ue. S. Maritime Comsission and that Mrse CONKLIN was writing articles 
for some magasinee The informant was not intimately acquainted with the 
CONKLINS and could not express any opinion regarding their loyaltye 

: ; 


Washington T=23, whowss frequently in a position to observe 
mail received by the CONKLINS at 1,20 Cummings Lane, Chevy Chase, Maryland, 


did not recall observing any mail or any action on Mre CONKLIN's part which 
would reflect on his loyaltys 
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Washington T-2),, who was acquainted with CONKLIN as a neighbor 
during the latter part of 1939, when he resided at 1768 Columbia Road, 
Ne We, advised that during Mre CONKLIN's residence at that address, he 
did not discuss politics and the informant was not in a position to furnish 
any information regarding Mre CONKLIN's loyalty and patriotism. The 
informant stated that during this period, Mr. CONKLIN had been engaged 
in collecting material for a book, "All About Houses", 


Washington T~21, Washington T=22, Washington T~23, and Washington 
T~2) were all interviewed by Special Agente of the Federal Bureau df 
Investigation in January 19h in connection with a previous investigation 
of the appointee under the provisions of the Hatch Act, 


Mrse EMMA Se WATKINS, 22), East Capitol Street, Washington, D. Ce, 
advised that she has resided in an apartment at this house since 19},1 but 
could not recall CONKLIN's ever having lived heres Mrse WATKINS remarked 
that she recalled the JOHN PERRY family's residing at that address about 
192 but was not acquainted with anyone who might have rented a room in 
their apartment. 


HARRY COHEN, 1314 Decatur Street, Ne We, Washington, D. C., 
stated that he operated a cleaning shop on the first floor of the residence 
at 22), East Capitol Street for many years prior to 19),5 and owned the 
buildinge He could recall no one by the name of CONKLIN ever residirg 
at that address but remembered a family by the name of PERRY occupying the 
second floor of this home about 1912. 


JOHN PERRY has been previously mentioned on various occasions 
in this reporte He was Mr. CONKLIN's supervisor at the Office of Technical 
Services, Ue S. Department of Commerce. ‘The name JOHN PERRY, 151) North 
Rhodes Street, Arlington, Virginia (a former address of the above 
PERRY), was found in September 19],6 in the possession of LU EARN ; 
Private First Class, who was arrested by military authorities while in the 
process of removing, without authority, secret drawings from the Arlington 
Hall Station, Arlington, Virginia, wnere he worked for the Cryptographic 
Section of the Us Se Army Signal Corpse MARTIN was convicted or these 
charges by an Army court martial. In September 1916, MARTIN advised 
Special Agents of the Federal Bureau of Investigation that JOHN PERR. had 
been introduced to him in New York City but claimed that he had seen Mite 
PERRY only twice and knew nothing about him, 


Mre CONKLIN has been a very prolific writere Attached to various 
applications submitted by Mr. CONKLIN for Federal employment, has been the 
following list of articles, books. pamphlets, et cetera, prepared by Mre 
CONKLIN s 
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®LIST OF PUBLICATIONS - Groff Conklin* 


"BOOKS WRITTEN OR EDITED 


The Treasury of Science Fiction (ed) - --=---= Crown Publishers NY 1918 
How To Run A Rental Library (completely 

revised and rewritten) = - - - - - = = <R, Re Bowker Coe NeYol9h7 
Best of Scuentific Fiction (ed) - - ~~ — -- ~~ Crown Publishers,NY 1916 
All About Houses - ---=-- we eee se = =~ Julian Messner, NY 1939 
All About Subways ~ - - - - - <= ------~™ Julian Messner, NY 1938 
The New Republic Anthology - ----=-=-=---=-= Dodge PublisheCoeNY 1936 
The Smart Set Anthology (with 

Burton Rascoe) = = ---<--+--- ~- Reynal & Hitchcock, BY193L 
How To Run A Rental Library = - - - - - - - - =~ — ReResBowker & CoeNY 1931) 


BOOKS GHOSTED OR REWRITTEN 


Collective Bargaining Procedures, 
by Neil Chamberlain ~ ---- - -=-—--~ Amere Council on 


Public Affairs 19h), 
No Friendly Voice, 
by 


Robert Maynard Hutchins - --=-=-- Unive of Chicago 
Press 1936 
Cosmic Rays Thus Far, 
by Harvey Brace Lemon ~ «- = = - = =-~— = We We Norton & Co~e 1936 


Recollections of an Old New Yorker, 
by Frederick Van Wyck - - - - - - - - = Liveright, Ince 1932 


HANDBOOKS, PAMPHLETS, ETCe, WRITTEN (anon,) 


Handbook for Army & Navy Personnel 
of the Office of Strategic 
Services, Washington, De Co ~ - - ~ = = Government Ptg.Office 1913 
This Is No Picnic=-Handbook for 
OSS Civilian Personnel About 
. to Go Overseas - - - -=-=---=~--= OSS Presentation 19bh 
Army Food Distribution Study - ------=-=--—-- OSS Presentation 19h 
Bon Voyagesi = Handbook for OSS 
Armed Forces Personne]. 
About to Go Overseas - - - ~----= OSS Presentation 19h 
The Nation's Health (presentation) ~------- Senate Subcommittee on 
Health & Education . 21915 


- 
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MAGAZINE ARTICLES, ETC, (Signed 
e Cation Board = - 2 -= =e eee we ee ew Publishers Weekly Ag 10, 
19,6 
The Science in Science Fiction = - - = - - ~ — - ~Science Illustrated, 
July 1916 
A Legislative Program for Postwar 
Housing Legislation = —------ ---- Journal of Legal & 
Political Sociology 
Fall 19hh 
Water Supply ------- 2-2" - es --e-+- Pete ae 
19 
Landing Barges -------------<-<- - Look 29 June 1913 
The Ml; Tank = -=---=------2---=== Look 15 June 1913 
The Flying Fortress - - ---- = 2-2 --- = — Look 9 March 1913 


Publications on the Census (selected) 
Journal of Home Economics—March 1910; Educational Outlook ~ May 1910; 
The Social Studies — May 1910; Dynamic America—aApr. 1910; Mountain 
Life and Work—-Winter 190; American Federationist—tarch 1910; West 
chester=—March 1910. 

Teachers in Wartime (with Lucille Be. Milner) - - American Mercury June 


19,0 
Wartime Censorship in the United States 
(with Milner) =. - - — = — Harpers Magazine Jane 


1940 
Conscience in Wartime (with Milner) - - ~ - - = — Harpers Magazine Octe 
1939 
See How to Get a Better Home - - - - = ~=--=-- Better Homes & Gardens 
July, Auge, Septe 
: 1939 
Building New York's Costliest Subway - - - - = - Travel Magazine Nove 
, 1938 
Anthologies = ----+-<#=s5-5-<--<-« ------—-— Reading & Collecting 
: 1937 
James Stephens — Progodist = - - ~- - ------ The English Journal 
June 1935 


* Not One in a Thousand Knows (series of 10 science 
shorts) -----= Liberty 26 Octel935~28 


March 1936 
Reviews (2) ----- 2-25-22 New Republic 23 October 
1935 
Pullman Reading~--<-=<*---=<=-=+=-=+-+== Publishers Weekly 6 
July 1935 
THE UNIVERSITY OF CHICAGO Rental Library ~ ~ - The College Store 


March 1935 
Pervigilium Veneris (tr) ------=<---=-=#+- Privately Printed July 


1 
Poems eee Ce we we we ew we ws ee =e = we a a ae Poetry Ingasine Jety$930 
Septe 1933 June 1936 
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WMAGAZINE ARTICLES, ETC. (Unsigned) 


The Nortons Decided to Build - - ----- -/-=--= Small Homes Guide 


Spring 1912 
Fair's Model "Home of Tomorrow" Features 
Dual Duty Rooms - = - = = - - - = ~ — = Small Homes Guide 


Spring 1939 
Abstracts of Civil Liberties Cases 
for Dramatisation - - - = - - - - -- = American Civil Liberties 
Union June 1939 
Approxs 10 reviews of books - - - ----- -~ == Time Magazine 
6ILj2—2hagh2 


Approxe 29 new stories - - - - =< ---+--2-=— Time Magazine 1930-1931 
Miscellaneous Book Reviews 
(about 50) ------- ~-=--=---- = The Bookman; Saturday 


Review of Literature; 
Christian Century; 
Herald Tribune Books; 
Midwest; etce 19271937 
More than 75 articles, etce, for Senake2Subcomittee on Wartime 
Health and Education.® 


“New Masses®, a magazine cited as a Communist front by the House 
Committee on Un-American Activities, on June 2), 19,2, and March 29, 19hh, 
contained the following: 


"The issue of September 28, 1937, on Page 2), carries a book review 
by GROFF CONKLIN entitled ‘Songs From the Trenchest and is a review of 
tand Spain Sings, Fifty Loyalist Ballads. CONKLIN says, ‘This little book 
of loyalist ballads is noteworthy not only as a specimen of the brilliant 
poetry which comes from the pens of genuine anti-fascist fighters in Spain, 
but as an example of a poetic united front in Americast CONKLIN says the 
book is tdlive with the vitality of loyalist Spainet According to CONKLIN, 
the royalties from the book are to be given to the North American Committee 
to Aid Spanish Democracye" (The North American Committee to Aid Spabish 
Democracy was cited as a Communist front by the House Committee on Ute-American 
Activities on January 3, 1910, and March 29, 19hh)e 


The issue of "New Masses® dated August 10, 1937, on Page 25 carries 
a book review, signed by GROFF CONKLIN, entitled, "The Science of Symbology® on 
the book "attitudes Toward History® by KENNETH BURKE. CONKLIN writes about 
the book as a study of symbolse The next to last paragraph in the book 
review is quoted as follows: 
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“There are many minor things, with wnich one disagrees violently, 
in addition to the overstress given to the purely personal literary symbology 
of the artist. Burke's attitude toward Marxism is that of a dog gingerly 
flirting with a porcupine - a sort of frightened friendliness wnich, I feel, 
is due to an incomplete understanding of theory as well as a total lack of 
practice .* 


The issue of "New Masses” dated June 1, 1937, on Page 20 carries 
an article by GROFF CONKLIN entitled, “Investor, Beware{*, which is a book 
review of "False Security® by BERNARD Je REIS. According to CONKLIN this 
book analyses a few of the uany fields of investment. According to CONKLIN 
the most striking part of the book is first sentence which reads: "*Simply 
stated, honesty plays little part in American businesses" The most valuable 
part of book is last chapter, which suggests as the only out for the long 
suffering small investor, the formation of an investors unione 


The "New Masses® issue of March 8, 1938, on Page 19, carries 
under the heading "Readers Forum®™, an article entitled, "The Peoples Front®, 
signed by GROFF CONKLIN of New York Citys In this article, Mr. CONKLIN 
objects to some of the statements made by Mr. BOUDIN in his review of 
EARL BROWERSS “The Peoples Front®,. A copy of this article is attached 
as Exhibit Be 


The current Telephone Directory lists the fim, Ginsberg & Conklin 

Public Relations, 115 F Street, Ne We ALEXANDER £.ASINSBERG is the other 
partner in this firs in addition to GROFF CONKLIN. @ name, ALEXANDER 

(A GINSBERG, is reliably reported to have appeared in the active indices 

/ of the United American Spanish Aid Comittee. GINSBERG is reliably re- 
ported to have engaged a room at the Hamilton Hotel, Washington, De Ce, 
on January 25, 1948, in the name of the American Committee for Protection 
of Foreign Borne This organisation has been cited by the Attorney General 
as being within the purview of Executive Order 9835. 


The records of Washington M20 reflect investigation conducted 
by that agency in 1913 regarding Mre CONKLIN. The results of that investiga~ 
tion have been utilised in this inquirys 


The records of Washington T~25, another Government azency engaged 
in personnel and security investigations, reflect an investigation conducted 


by that agency in 193. ‘The results of that inquiry have been utilized 
in this investigations 


The records of Washington T=26, another Lovernment agency engaged 
in personnel and intelligence investigations, contain no additional information 
of pertinence. 
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The records of the Special Investigative Squad, Metropolitan 
Police Department, and of the House Committee on Un-American Activities 
contain no information regarding the appointee. 


Credit records in Arlington, Virginiags Alexandria, Virginia; 
Washington, De Ce; and Montgomery County, Maryland, contain no information 
of pertinence to the appointee's loyalty. 


The records of the Arlington County Police, Montgomery County 
. Police, Metropolitan Police Department, Washington, De Ce, and the 
Alexandria, Virginia, Police Department, contain no information regarding 
the appointees 


The eeeteves's peme wes cherted 

agate re SO EE 

Division Che cc ceb Oct tne 

. gation and no ci:minal record was found. 
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ENCLOSURE TO THE BUREAUs Six copies each of Exhibits A and Be 

A neighborhood investigation in the vicinity of appointee's former 
residence, Route #1, Tauxemont, Alexandria, Virginia, was not conducted in 
view of the character of this development as reflected from previous investizga~ 
tions and as reflected in the section of this report dealing with Mre CONKLIN's 
activities in connection with the incorporation and operation of this develop~ 
mente 


The result~ of a check of the records of the identification Division, 
F. 3. Ie have not been received. 


The following investigation was conducted by SA Es Le GRAMPP: 


Neighborhood in the vicinity of 22)2 Capitol Street, and 2036 
North 2lst Street, Arlington, Virginia. 


The review of "New Masses" articles was also conducted by SA 
CRAMPP along with the following interviews; 


MARTIN Je BRODERICK, RUTH MORGANSTEIN COHEN, SPURGEON BELLe 


Teletype to New York August 30, 1918. 
Teletype to Chicago August 30, 1948. 
Teletype to New York September 10, 1918. 


-37- 


yeh 
ay ete 2h 


WFO 121-219 


Washington Tl 


Washington T2 
Washington T=3 
Washington T= 


Weoking tor-Tas 
Maoningtor- Ts 


yo 7:3 Meenkngton-h7 


Washington T-8 
Washington T-9 
Washington T=10 
Washington T-11 
Washington T=12 
Washington T-13 
Washington T=1): 
Wasaington T=-153 


Washington T~16} 
Washington T=-173 


Washington T=18 


Washington T=19 
Washington T+20 
Washington T=21 
Washington T=22 
Washington T-23 
Washington T=2} 
Washington T=25 


Washington T=26 
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- INFORMANTS - 


Informant [fn the case entitled, "Gregory, 
oe = Re 


Informant 


b7D 


of the NewYork Officee 
Jewish Labor Committee, 175 East Broadway, 
New York Citye (Report of SA E. F. HUMMER dated 
April 2h, 1943, at New Zork City, entitled, "DAVID 
ZABLADOWSKY, Office of Strategic Services, Internal 
Security - R, Hatch Acte® 


Civil Aeronautics Administration. 


A highly confidential investigative technique having 
access to certain records in the apartment of GROFF CONKLIN 
at 51), Second Street, Ne We (Report of SA GEORGE E. DAVIS 
dated April 29, 19,8, at Washington, De C., entitled, 
WEDWARD GROFF CONKLIN, Internal Security ~ C." This 
information was set forth in this mamer in order to 
further protect the identity of a valuable, highly con- 
fidential informahte 


which owns the b 
CONKLIN *'s Part is located. 


ng - * 
Informant of the New York Office. 


>» svanuary 26, 
entitled, "EDWARD GROFF CONKLIN, JS - Hatch Acte™ 


as in the ebove reporte 
covering route at Cumminzs 
as set forth in above repo 


e, Chevy Chase 


as set forth in same reporte : 
CountemIntelligence Corps for Military District of 


Wash sua 
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DECLASSIFICATION AUTHORITY DERIVED FRO. 

‘BI AUTOMATIC DECLASSIFICATION cUIDE 

DATE 05-16-2024 od b6 
: b7C 


. . 01959 


Sederal Bureau of luvestiaatian 
United States Department of Justice 


EDWARD GROFF CONKLIN 
aka Groff Conklin, Appointee 

* National Cancer Institute 
U. S. Public Health Service 
Federal Security Agency, 
Bethesda, Maryland 
JOYALTY OF GOVERNMENT EMPLOYEES 


eport made by Special Agent Kennerly R. Corbett 
Dated October 11, 198, av Washington, D. C. 


U. S. DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF ISVESTIGATION 


RE: EDWARD GROFF CCNEKLIN 
aka Groff Conklin 
Appointee 
National Cencer Institute 
U. 8S. Pubdlie Health Serrice 
Federal Security Agency 
Bethesda, Maryland 
LOYALTY OF GOVERNLEN?T EMPLOYEES 


Report of Special Agent KENNERLY R. CORBETT ue 
dated Cctober 11, 1948, at Washington, D. C. = 


Exchit it A - Personnel Security Questionnaire 
‘of the appointee dated February 16, 1943, 


Exhibit B - Article entitled "The Peoples Froxt* 
signed by Groff Conklin from "New Masses" 
of March 8, 198. 


Ld 


_--~---aad one different categories according to bis bus 


- Mamcm 5, 1008 are 
ee 


“The People’s Front” 


To tHe New Masees: 


WISH to. object strenuously to some of the 

statements meade by MroBe 
Browder's The People’s Frowf. 1t seerns to me that 
there is a sizexbbe-werfes of misconceptions in the 
Jatter part of his review: 

Briefly they are as follows: 

1. t Robert Hunter's theories had anything 
like.42 much to do with “the ultimate wrecking of 
the Socialist Party” as Boudin says, It simply is 


fot true that it was Hunter's stand “which led to”. 


that wrecking. Many other factors were involved, 
the largest of which were right singiem, Ameri- 
can exceptionalism, and anti-Sovictism, together 
with the anti-political bias of syndicalist sections of 
the party and the pro-war policy of 1917. 
2. On the question of the “little businessman.” 
. How can Boudin be so mechanical? (a) He seems 
to take the conference of “little businessmen” in 
Washington at face value, which is ridiculous. 
(b) He does not define, generally, the term “lit- 
tle businessman.” And (c) he forgets completely 
the fact that the little businessman in most cases 
és useful in the class struggle. 
. Who were the “little busincsamen” at the Wash- 
ington conference?) How little were they? What 
kind of little businessrnen were they? Were they 
manufacturers or merchants? ho selected them? 


the storekeepers of Akron? The-merchants of Penn- 
sylvania’s ‘coal towns, etc.? To acce 
ence as the voice of little business is 
into the trap of pessimism which that conference 
had 20 carefully ‘set. eS . 

Who is the little businessman ‘Boudip refers to, 
anyhow? Are all little businessmen “vélunteer 
tainers of big business?” Are we 


way. The lictle businessman falls into a bhuitdced 


ness, its location, the strength of the working-class 
Movement in. the town of his business, etc. 

And‘ as to the taxation angle, it is. obvious to 
all that the plaint of little business against taxes 
is wholly correct, whereas that .of big business fs 

wholly incorrect. The qualitative change (to be 
. technical for a moment) which takes place, in the 
quantitative increase in the size of a business net 
income - from $5000 to $5 000,000 s year. is just 


that! In the former case taxation is unjust and ~ 
_ _ cruel; in the latter it is an imperative form of social 


control as well as # means of revenue. The little 

businessman has a perfect right to how! against 

' taxes. It does sot make him an enemy of the work- 

“ing cles ‘automatically. We must know and un- 

derstand that one never can thus arraign 4 clase as 

~ gm enemy or a friend, 1f we do, we stop working 

‘, among them, labor turns against them, and they 
become enemies. 


we Most important, Boudin seems to forget that the 


little busineswman has been a crucial factor in many 
- eurrent labor victories. This bolds true especially 


udio in his review of . 


* 


in the political victories of the C.1.0. at the last. 


elections; it equally holds true in C.1.0. defeats 
which can be marked down wholly to just such 


’ sectarian, “all-working-class” policies as Boudin 


seme to put 


—— . a . . , . aCe of a9 


Boudin takes the ridiculous position that the small is just as much danger in exaggerating the Bele 


businessman Is not revolutionary—does not conclude businessman's progressive character as bie resctien- 


“that he would be. better. off in a non-business ary character. The first leads to disillusionment; . 
world"—and therefore, is« teactionary. Thi is so the second leads to’surrender. Te assume that the 
harmful and so wrong a theory that I wonder at mass of little businessmen are lost to the faeces 

the New Masses printing it! Ninety percent of under any and all conditions makes lanponsible that ” 
American organized labor is not revolutionary today. people's front. against faeciem which mut teach , 
Does that make the labor movement reactionary? from the basic layere ef the working clas @ oR 
“I think that Boudin would do well to weigh his those, including the little businemmen, whe. fod 
opinions and his conclusions on -a little more real- themselves “crowded. by big busines.” -- 
istic set of scales than that which balances “world New York City. Roeser Svan, _ 
revolution” against everything else ‘and thereby . Ss 
warns us from sullying our hands with the ob- Journalistic Ethics of the “Post” 
viously petty-bourgeois element. Hie stand would se 


lead us to a complacent submission to fascism! — Jo rus, New Masess: a nan no 
New York City. Grorr .CowKLin. FB e wamtionsble journalistic ethics of € he 
- aD its resent haridling of 
More on “The People’s Front” iet Unica confronts American: ’ 
in the East with a serious problem, out 
To Tax New Masszs: . infrequent lapecs, such as ite call for the incerpare- 
THE review of Earl Browder’s TK Beagles _ ton of trade unions, the Pot was witheet qua- | 
' Freat by Lopis B. Boudin in your issue - tios the ifterncon newspaper that Uberals mon. - 
March t-wiar provocative as it wae pursling. frequently turned to for accurste sews aad pre- - 
_-‘Eere was much in the review with which Com- gressive policies. Sg A a a 
munists are in agreement. It was strange, however, But the malpraction: of the ia ies handling 


to find Mr, Boudin end his review on a 
tirely at variance with. the fundament 
bases of the people's front.. From 
review, it would appear that Mr. i 
stantial agreement with Mr. Browder on the 
for a people's front; deapite this, the last 
of the review actually cuts. the ground beneath ren 
practical efforts to realize it. ~ . , . 
Mr. Boudin chose to conclude bis review with s Wim Hold in Canads” and below ie: “Scalia Calls 
long, and: not entirely relevant, section on. the World Lebor to Defend Seviet.*. Then followed a 
“litle businessman.” His viewpoint, in its . 
extreme form, assumes that little business “may  asceount ef the Stalia-Ivaney exchangs, jacieding | 
be expected to be more reactionary than big busi- 1s 00x mention Comm - 
ness—at least in intention.” Little business, then, munism, however, of advecate the everthsow of 
is not .more reactionary than big business only capitalism im other countria.” 
because it lacks the power.” Mr. Boudin rests his. Before Sat oheh cation bed completed its press * 
case almost entirely on peychological grounds; enly rua, the ven 
in passing, as a sort of gradging concemion, doce sion of the story end. proceeded te de an shmest 
he admit that “in the actual conduct of business unprecedented thing ig journalistic history, kk re 


makes hittell.the more tenaciously reactionary and te Prepare for Revolution,” and apperentiy changed « 
the inevitable supporter of fascism. the U.P. steey imelf se: thet it ie. enrecegnixabis . 
All this, “if true, would be discouraging. -But when oompased_srith the U.P. proce chet appeased = - 


it is not true, ac least, not in the sbeolute form . im other papers. (cf. the Neus or the. Mirrer, - 
presented by Mr. Boudin. Certainly the little either of which tried t develop = Sovict-ecase cot 
businessman is more susceptible to fascism than are of ‘s letter). 

the workers or professional groups. But “more of the Pest of February 14! . Why the anssenly 
susceptible” must be understood with conditions, . hase? We reserve answer on shat. 

If the labor movement is firm and united, OW : 


F 


litle. posinessman will. be less, rather than more AP. and U-P.. ? The Pest sw on, wpe 
susceptible. If a people's front policy is fexibly cially iu the translation of certain 
and correctly carried out, he will be les, rather forms, The U.P. dispatch as printed in the Post™ 
an more susceptible. It is only when the “se- gave the following -versicn.sf ent impermat pare- 
ductions” of big business are not adequately ex- ~ graph (the kalics are mine): “Se mat ake in- 
posed. for what they are worth, when the labor crease-and strengthen international proletarian tice 
movement itself, either through disunity of confu-- of the working clase of the U.BSR. with the wert ~ 
sion, is not able to atiffen the spine of the middle ing clam of beurgrols commeria, We arudl cage 
class generally, that the mase of little businessmen ize political help of the working class ef bourges 
will support fascism. countries to the working class ef eur countsy in case 
Psychology is not enough. If it fs true belp 


g 
tf 
rt 

Wi 


“the small businessman feels himself crowded owt working class of eur country 
by big business,” then the small businessman will class a 
reject and oppose fascism because fascism is the in- Stalin sceme to be saying that the 
strument of the very biggest of big business. Of ment, in violation of all ies ineernacional 
course, this ia not inevitable. It depends upon the such es ; 
work done by anti-fascists to explode the myths of t interfere in the foreign affairs of 

extreme reaction. Mr. Boudin on the other band ments and the workers of capitalist 


| 
it 


is a believér in, a very pessimistic inevitability 
the inevitability that the mase of little businessmen . legitimate objection. 


H 
It 
f 
$ 


will go fascist. There is nothing inevitable in this; Bue in reality that wae set what Malia wees, ; 
indeed, any such premise is surrender to fasciam in On this both the complete text of the lame as - 
advance. This may not be Mr. Boudin’s inten- published im the Daily Moerker of Yebcunry 17. 
tion, but he cannot evade its consequences. and: the AP. dispatch ef February 14 a & sp-’ 
The fault lies, I believe, in too much absolutiom. peared in the Pest (fire night edition) “.end the” 
Because little business is not independently revo- Herald Tribune agree. The Deiiy Werber oct 
lutionary or, under certain conditions, is liable to reads: “The international proletarian ties between .. 
surrender em masse to big business, Mr. Boudin the working class of che U.8.8.R. and the working 
swings to the other extreme and makes it even more class in bourgeols countrice mast be strengthened; © 


reactionary than big business “in intention.” There 
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ae COMMUNICATIONS SECTION 


SEP 1- 1948 . 


TELEMETER 


WASHINGTON AND WASHINGTON “QR FIELD 6 FROM CGO 
CONF TO DIRECTOR AND SAC WFO 


< 
€ Miss Gandy. cece 


An wenweeee 


EDWARD GROFF eae cometin F. 8. As, LGE. RECORDS UNIVERSITY 
OF CHICAGO PRESS FAIL TO REFLECT A DONALD P. DEAN WAS UME. EVER EWP 
OYED THERE. RECORDS REFLECT A DONALD P. BEAN WAS BUSINESS manacete? 

OF UNIVERSITY OF CHICAGO PRESS AT TIME APPOINTEE <Q. EMPLOYED THERE. 
BEAN PRESENTLY MANAGER OF mK LELAND STANFORD UNIVERSITY PRESS, | 
PALO ALTO, CALIFORNIA. SUGGE ST RECORDS. BE RECHECKED AND IF BEAN 
18 REFERENCE A LEAD BE SET GUT FOR SAN FRANCISCO TO INTERVIEW HIM, 


A Va/n-* ts 2] 


~ we! 
fi 


Mc SWAIN 2 ow” NY 6 Nov Bie © ae 
<i AND ACK PLS, TWO COPIES WFO me 


oe - f ae 9 i 
SSL aii Be 902 
nes z rs 


. DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 
COMMUNICATIONS SECTION 
SEP 15 1948 


TELETYPE 


WASHINGTON FROM BOSTON 7°15 4-20 P 

“DIRECTOR URGENT a | | 
EDWARD croFY cowu.iN, AKA, APPOINTEE, LGE. DUE TO ACCUMULATION OF 
BUDEDS IN SIMILAR CASES, BOSTON WILL SUREP SEPTEMBER TWENTIETH. 


| SOUCY | | 
END | 7 | GURL 2 
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| 7 — A g Nov 288g © i” 
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WASHINGTON FROM NEW YORK 2 15 3-35P 
DIRECTOR - URGENT : ; 


EDWARD cnorT ‘comm, FSA, LGE. REBULET AUGUST SIXTEEN AND WASHING- 


TONE FIELD TELETYPE, SEPTEMBER TENTH LAST. INVESTIGATION CONTIN- 
WING AND REPORT WILL BE SUBMITTED AS EXPEDITIOUSLY AS POSSIBLE. : 
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WASHINGTON FROM NEW YORK 27 22 532P 
y DIRECTOR URGENT 
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EDWARD GROFF CONKLIN, FSA - LGE.e REBUTEL SEPTEMBER nine pier 
LAST.e INVESTIGATION CONTINUING REOURTEL SEPT. FIFTEENTHe REPORT 
WILL BE SUBMITTED AS EXPEDITIOUSLY AS POSSIBLE. 
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Office Memorandum ¢ UNITED 8. .1ES GOVERNMENT 


TO 3 Director, Federal Bureau of. Investigation DATE: Dece 3, 1948 
om : Alexander ‘fi, Campbell, Assistant Attorney General 
GO AMC: VPR:HD 
UBJECT: Edward Groff Conklin, aka Groff’Conklin, Appoirtee 14697-2243 
Nationel Cancer Institute, Public Health Service 
Federal Security Agency, Bethesda, eee 


wv. a of Governrent Employees 


This is to advise you that cxamination of the Bureau's 
reports in the above-matter fails to disclose any available evidence 
of a violation of Title 18, Section 1001 (18 USC 8U, 1946 Hd.), or 
any other federal statute. In the drcinivencds the Department is 
closing its file, subject to reopening in the event additional 


infcrmation 80 warranting is received. 


bi Gi . 
EOD wu, | 4p 2. Tad 
_ 34 EC Zliaga | 


a JANUARY 13, iat i tay’ 


: Sav, NEW YORE 


TILL JaM SALTER REMINOTON, PARIURY. RSURTEL JANUARY SLSVIN 
LAST, R&QURITING INFORMATION RZ EDWARD Ray’ CONKLIN AND 
WIPE LUCY PRMPKINPRONKLIN. CONKLINS RirORTZD TO Ba CONTACTS 
AND FRIENDS OF NUMEROUS INDIVIDUALS R&FORTEDLY COMMUNIST 
EARTY MEMBERS OR SYMPATHIZERS. CONKLIN AT ON TIME ¥EMBER 


OF LZAGUR OF AMERICAN WRITERS. AMERICAN L&AGUA FOR t xACR 
AND DEMOCRACY AND ATTENDED AMERICAN YOUTH CONGRESS IN MINETERN 


THIRTYSIOGT DASH THIRTYNINE A3 REPRESINTATIVE OTs LeacUZ 
OF ANZRICAN WRITERS. ALL ORGANIZATIONS CITED BY AG AS BRING - 
WU0GIN THE FURVIEW OF BO NINE SIOHT TURBE FIVE, CONKLIN 25 
CONTRIGUTOR 10 NEW MA3353, 4 PUBLICATION CITED 43 4 ComuNI3zT “> 
FRONT BY SPECI:L COMMITTEE ON UNAWSRICAN ACTIVITI“3, HOUSE OF a 
REPRESENTATIVES JUNE THENTYFOUR, NINETEEN FORTYTWO, ALD MARCH sae 
DiANTYNINE, NINGTERN FORTEFOUR. IN JANUARY NINETSIN PORTYFOUR 4 
CONKLIN INTERVIEWED BY BURSAU AGENTS HO AND ADUITTRD ATTENDING 3 
KASS KERTINGS IN NEW YORK UNDER AUSPIC“S OF THE CP EUT DENTEZD ; 


oe 
1S 


MEMBERSHIP OR AFFILIATION WITH THE PARTY. 0 OTHER PERTINENT 
INFORMATION BUPILES. FOR RACKOROUND AXD ADDITIONAL DATA SEB 
YOUR PILE ONE NAUGHT NAUHIY DISH THRES FOUR FIVE ONE, 


HOOVER 

77-1879, | 

COs 197057 Ne LIf-it- 2 |] 

CC: 100=4381 Ray -¥ | NOT RECORDS 
a. as eae 
7 9 x ee | 

Dé os tis 1 2 1 5 1 fut v4 tn 
“Fo 3 8° 4951 
v4, 
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fF. PPAL RURCAU OF INVESTICATC 
, ae Eran f Ant OF JUSTICE 


COLcAUMICATIONS StETION 
‘ JAN 12 1851 
NEW YORK. FROM WASH DC 13 1-56 PM 
SAC. 7 DEFERRED 


WILLIAM WALTER REMINGZON, PERJURY« REURTEL JANUARY ELEVEN 
LAST, REQUESTING INFORMATION RE EDWARD GROFF CONKLIN AND 

WIFE LUCY TEMPKIN CONKLIN. CONKLINS REPORTED TO BE CONTACTS 
AND FRIENDS OF NUMEROUS INDIVIDUALS REPORTEDLY COMMUNIST 
PARTY MEMBERS OR SYMPATHIZERS. CONKLIN AT ONE TIME MEMBER 

OF LEAGUE OF AMERICAN WRITERS, AMERICAN LEAGUE FOR PEACE 

AND DEMOCRACY AND ATTENDED AMERICAN YOUTH CONGRESS IN NINETEEN 
THIRTYEIGHT DASH THIRTYNINE AS REPRESENTATIVE OF THE LEAGUE OF 
AMERICAN WRITERS. ALL ORGANIZATIONS CITED BY AG AS BEING 
WITHIN THE PURVIEW OF EO NINE EIGHT THREE FIVE. CONKLIN 
CONTRUBUTOR TO NEW MASSES, A PUBLICATION CITED AS A COMMUNIST 
FRONT BY SPECIAL COMMITTEE ON UNAMERICAN ACTIVITIES, HOUSE OF 
REPRESENTATIVES JUNE TWENTYFOUR, NINETEEN FORTYTWO, AND MARCH 
TWENTYNINE, NINETEEN FORTYFOUR. IN JANUARY NINETEEN FORTYFOUR 
CONKLIN INTERVIEWED BY BUREAU AGENTS WFO AND ADMITTED ATTENDING 


END PAGE ONE Wai / 
hag NOT NOT RECORDED. 


12°! 51 apy WB EIAN 2: 1951 


65 FE 85 1951 OO 
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PAGE TWO 


MASS MEETINGS IN NEW YORK UNDER AUSPICES OF THE CP BUT DENIED 


MEMBERSHIP OR AFFILIATION WITH THE PARTY. NO OTHER PERTINENT 

INFORMATION BUFILES. FOR BACKGROUND AND ADDITIONAL DATA SEE 

YOUR FILE ONE NAUGHT NAUGHT DASH THREE FOUR FIVE ONE. 
HOOVER | 
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leeds August 2 1955 


100-135 
Director, FBI (121-51) 


SAC, Washington Pield 


EDWARD GROFF CONKLIN, wa. 
wgw-c 


EXWARD GROFF CONKLIN, aha 
FSA 
LOE 


Rerey, SA Georxe Ek. Pavis, cated 4/23/ky, 

at washington, 0, C., in the security investication of 
Conklin, copies of which sere designated for Newarx, 

Rew York, Nes Haven, BRoaton, Los Angeles, and Clevelami. 
The last sentence of the second paragraph on page 35 of 
3A Davis’ report refers to Loretta April as alle edly 

a member of the Waaninzton Camaittee for Lerocratic 
Action (WCDA) and the éuerican Pease Fobilization (arm). 


Rerep of SA Kennerly FR. Cortett, cated 10/11/45, 
at Washington, D. Ce, in the Joyalty case on Conklin, 
a copy of which was furnished the New York Office by 
letter cated 6/29/45. Rerep of SA Corbett, on page lz, 
erece to the eA esa ee Lauretta April's naze in the / 
etiv & f we 
a e@ indices of the and the RECORDED -*@ Pil ice 


In soemection with seyeeesee tics of, under 
KO 10850, it hes been cetercined tha the weak anehene G 26 1955 
reference to April's association atk the Ww A 

M cannot now be located, Notations have Sees iacea on > 


sopiesa of the reports of SAs Davis and the 
files reflecting that the informatio , 
eamnot now te guistantiated and each @ffige should te 

sinilar actior. In the event either report has been  ~ 

further disseninated to other offices or outside reper 

a So plate Pe Sricing be erage fed - aie 
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notati ed on copies in £4 
PR peetretegneaubaetess O mn TAS sal nfgem malitame a 
“2 Tas Tapas Om nay warty 
= Nea Maver fi00-31 06) os ita EMO soa 
« ~ Beston (x JAZES 
2 = Los Anceies (2o0=16425) a a Scie irra wiL¥emal 
< = Cleveland tason 42223) Up 
5° s ie eS 1 o Ne * 4 b , : 
ee i, Se a ph S 
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MAILED 19 


Tolson 
Boardman _.__ 
Nichols 
Belmont 


Finterrowd —__ 
Tele. Room ___ 
Holloman 


Gandy ____. 


eee i. 
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Mr, Armando di Girolemo August 23, 1955 
Chief, Records Administration Branch \ 
Department of Justice 


Director, FBI Lan / \ 


GLR. 
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Pa’ 


EDWARD GROFF CONKLIN, wa. 
Groff Conklin 
INTERNAL aeGuet ae # C 


EDWARD GROFF CONKLIN, aka 
Groff Conklin 

Appointee 

National Cancer Institute 

U. S. Public Health Service 
Federal Security Agency 
Bethesda, Maryland 

LOYALTY OF GOVEHRNMLNT LMPLOYEES 


ee 


a a 
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In connection with a security investigation 
of Conklin, one copy of the report of Special Agent 
George E. Davis, dated April 29, 1948, at Washington, 
De Cog was furnished to the Department on June 5, 19144, 
under the caption “Edward Groff Conklin, wa., Groff | 
Conklin, Internal Seourity = C." 5 1 oe ee 
ad 


JNRECORDFS COPY FILFR WY, - 


ais 

By memorandum dated November 9, 1948, one r 
copy of the report of Special Agent Kennerly R. Corbett, J paid 
dated Octeber 11, 1948, at Weshington, D. C., was 
furnished to the Department in connection with the 
Loyalty of Goverment Employees investigation of Conklin, 


The last sentence of the second paragraph 
on page 36 of Special Agent Davis! report contains a 
statement that Loretta April was alleged to have been 
a member of the Washington Committee for Democratic mgs 
. Action and of the American Peace Mobilization, 0m2/— 5 /—~ / 
page 12 of Special Agent Corbett's report, inform — 
is set out regarding the appearance of Laurette April's 
name in the active indices cf the Washington ComnF&tdéeG 26 1955 . 
for Democratic Action and the American Peace hobilizatjon.): , | 


= Please be advised that on SEC ORDERS tons ° . 
regarding Lauretta Aprile @ka., Loretta April, cannot / 
be substantiated frog bras loa Gresentiy available 
to this PUreeNs. v . ynn® bctrohed f- 
VER’ MEMO STANIEY TO KOSEN- 
; oy 
8/2/55 WLWrmal 


The aboventa £ shed for yéur information 


and the completitn @® four files in 
meer 


“121051 / cc - 100-1361 
2 1 (WSgmew/ gm 2 
ek ae 


fey 
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1 At me l 
/ rest 
BY COUHI:R SLAVICE oD 
. 1 
Dates August 23, 1955 2 a 
Wwe 
Tos Mr, Kimbell Johnson . A 
Chief, Inveatigations Livision man) 
U. Se Civil Service Commission XK 
Washington 25, De Ce \ 
From: John Edgar Hoover, rirector \ 
Federal pure, u of Investigation 
f£ub jects GROFF CONKLIN, aka 
: Grorteconkiin 
Appointee 
National Cancer Institute 
U. S. Public Mealth service 
Federal Security Agency 
Bethesda, Maryland 
LUYALTY OF GOVERNMENT EMPLUYEES 
Reference is made to this Buresu's letter 
dated November 2, 1948, captioned as above, which 
furnished copies of reports reflecting the results of 
investigation of Conklin conducted by this Bureau under 
the provisions of Exesutive Order 9835. ' ; 
The report of Special Agent Kennerly R,. (\ mae 
Corbett, dated Ootober 11, 1945, at washington, TD. Coy 
on page 12 refers to the appearance of Lauretta April's 
nane in the active indices of the washington Coumittee 
for Democratic Aetion and the Amerigan Peace gy ption, mes 3¢ 30 
RECOR , 
Please be advised that this informetic Prd2 scoot 
be substantiated from information re! available 
this Bureau, 53 6 1955 
a a 
The above is for your informati the vm ad 
Talses completion of your files and should not be disseminated  /' ir 
Nichols to any unauthorized individcuala@or agencies, fo eit 
i ae sf si 
= Lae fe ! 
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DIRECTOR, FBI (121-51) (RM) September 7, . 


SAC, CLEVELAND (100-18113) 


EDWARD GROFF CONKLIN, wa. 
isB-¢C ’ 

EDWARD GROFF CongLIN, aka 
FSA: LGE 


ae 


Rebulet re 23, 1955 and report of SA GEORGE E. 
DAVIS, 4-28-l.8 at Washington, D.C. 


Appropriate notations have been placed in the two 
copies of referenced report in possession of the 
Cleveland Office. No dissemination of the unsub- 


stantiated information pertaining to LAURETTA APRIL, 


has been made by this office. 
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El poe 
NOT RECORDED 
87 sep 12 1955 
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